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HINTS FOR YOUNG FARMERS. 
We are older in the business of prac- 

tical farming than most of our readers ; 
and although not a few of them may be 
wiser than we, there are others who 
think they have much to learn. 
_ We have correspondents and many 
readers who are young in years, or 
young in their business, and have the 
good sense to think that the sober.expe- 
rience of a sober man, who has traveled 
the same path before them, is worth 
something. Some are young men who 
have just commenced farming. Others 
are retired citizens just turned farmers. 
Others again are mercantile men who 
have amateur farms at their country 
place—to help get rid of some of their 
city profits; and these classes are ex- 
actly the people for whom these articles 
are intended. 

Our wiser readers will be willing that 
we should give a limited space to their 
brethren of less experience, We mean 
to tell them how to do every-day, com- 
mon work, at the best.time, and in the 
best way. There are as many ways of 
farming as there are of killing cats; and 
there is a wide difference at the end of 
the year, depending upon the time and 
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(tural, 
way in which work is done. So all you 
wise men who know everything, turn 
over a leaf, while others, who want to 
learn how to make the pot boil and to 
keep it boiling, read on. We begin 
with 
THE WINTER CARE OF STOCK. 

Horses should be kept in warm but 
well-ventilated stalls, anf apart from 
other animals, so as not to be offended 
with their breath. Pure air is almost 
as important for the lungs of a horse as 
for those of a human being. Early cut 
hay is not as important, perhaps, for the 
horse as for some other animals ; but it 
should be well cured, free from must, 
haying no smoke when handled. Oats 
are the best grain, and probably herds- 
grass, cut when nearly out of the bloom, 
and thoroughly dried, so as not to have 
been heated in the mow, is the best hay 
for this animal. If a horse is fed on hay 
in the least smoky, it is better to sprin- 
kle a little water on it, that the smoke 
may not rise and be inhaled. But we 
should be sorry to feed a horse on hay 
so foul as to require this precaution. 
Out feed, with corn or oats, or a mixture 
of both ground and mingled together, 
with water to soften the hay or straw, is 
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better for horses that work constantly, 


because they will eat it sooner, and | 


thereby get more time to lie down and 
rest, Corn is a better food for horses 
hard at work than for those that are 
standing much of the time idle. Ifa 
horse is fed partly on carrots, it tends 
strongly to keep his digestive organs in 
good condition, and to secure a perfect 
digestion and assimilation of all his food, 
Hence we believe that a peck of oats and 
a peck of carrots will go as far in sus- 
taining a horse as two pecks of oats; not 
that the carrots, watery as they are, con- 
tain as much nutriment as oats, but be- 
cause they secure a better assimilation. 
The floor of the horse-stall should be 
tigat. Many a horse has caught the 
consumption from lying on a single floor 
with wide cracks, and with insufficient 
bedding. Unless the barn is weli 
sheathed, there should be an inside lin- 
ing around the stall, that no current of 
air may strike the horse when put, wea- 
ried and sweating, to his night’s rest. 
Never allow a horse to drink cold water 
when hot, unless you intend to drive 
him again immediately, and then not too 
much. To Mave a sweaty horse stand- 
ing in the cold air is barbarous. We 
honor the piety of our fathers who built 
churches, but we think it was not the 
worst part of their piety that led them 
to build good warm horse sheds at the 
same time; and if there is anything that 
we fear these good men will never be 
forgiven, it is that some of them, we 
hope not many, built their churches on 
tall hills, heard long sermons on. bleak 
wintry days, and left their horses tied to 
a rail fence the while. 


Tn any climate but the mildest, horned 
cattle should be stabled by night, and 
have warm sheds to retire to by day. If 
the sun shines they will find it out, and 
will prefer the open air. Let them have 
water in the yard by all means. If they 
ean have it in the manger, as is now 
practiced by some farmers, so as never 


to be deprived of it an hour when thirs- 








ty, it would be better. But this is per- 
haps more than can be expected in gen. 
eral practice. The stabling of cattle 
really adds but little to the labor of car- 
rying them through the winter. Their 
manure, if plenty of absorbents are use, 
has a greatly increased value; much 
food is saved ; and they come out in far 
better condition in spring. The stabling 
is of more importance to working oxen 
and milch cows, but is worth the extra 
labor for all. The ox is a patient crea- 
ture; will endure uncomplaining what- 
ever you put upon him, even if you 
leave him to sleep on snow in the cold 
wind after he has done you a good day’s 
work. But is this a good.reason why 
he should be left to suffer? Humanity 
forbids ; interest forbids ; the generous 
and the selfish in our nature alike for- 


| bid; and we believe the Creator of man 


and of the inferior animals will hold the 
former to a strict account for the treat- 
ment of the latter. The horse and the 
ox are grateful to man for his care of 
them. Shall man be ungrateful for their 
invaluable services? Cattle should be 


day. They know the time about as well 
as the old clock in the corner can tell 
you. Ifhungry, they will fret but little 
till the time comes, but are very uneasy 
if there is much delay after the usual 
time. The secret of thrift in cattle, with 
but a fair allowance of food, is quiet, 
contentment. Who does not know that 
a cow taken from her wonted home, wil! 
diminish her milk for a féw days, even 
on better food than she had been used 
to? Almost any animal will loose flesh 
if removed to a new place. — If the keeper 
is changed and less kiad usage-is expe- 
rienced, the same place and the same 
food will not produce as much thrift. 
Neither cattle nor horses should be made 


to swallow their own breath. If hay is 


saturated with their breath, they loathe 
it. ft is better, therefore, to feed twice 
in the morning and twice at night, and 





to give them a lunch at noon. Aé little 


fed as regularly as possible from day to 
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ta time, to be devoured before being 
much dampened by their breathing on 
t, is attended with less waste. 

Early-cut, clean, well-cured hay can 
not be much improved by cutting, be- 
cause it is perfectly digested without 
cutting ; whatever nutriment it contains 
‘s assimilated ; and nothing more than 
‘t contains could be extracted if cut ever 

. finely. With straw, corn stalks, 
coarse, late-cut hay, it is otherwise. If 
cut, these will be more perfectly digest- 
ed, and the result will be more favora- 
ble. It has been asserted that forty. per 
ent, is gained by cutting forage for cat- 
tle. This may be true, as an average 
esin. We rather think it is. But it 
can not be true of each kind of forage. 
We must throw our common sense over- 
board before we could believe th-t 
bright, June-cured hay can be much im- 
proved by cutting. The cattle love it 
without; it is tender, luscious to their 
taste, and they masticate it perfectly. 
Cutting can not enh.nce its value 10 per 
cent, nor 5. The buts of corn-stalks, 
on the other hand, may be 90 per cent 
better, if cut'a quarter of an inch long 
and steamed, with the least possible 
sprinkling of salt, because in this state 
they are pretty good food for cattle, 
whereas, if left whole, the animals would 
about as,soon perish with hunger as eat 
them, That the value of forage as a 
whole is increased by running it through 
the straw-cutter, there can be not doubt; 
but (ue idea that all kinds are toe 
impre ved is absurd. 


Let tue stables be kept clean, also the 
barn- floor and the open spaces about the 
barn, as Well as the entrances. It re- 
quires but little more labor—some think 
less—to be neat, than to be slovenly. 
Tidy housekeepers, if they do not live 
as easily, certainly do as comfortably as 
untidy, It is so with the keepers of 
stock, . Neatness outside of the parlor 
and kitchen are of some consequence, 
It is attended with comfort and adds not 
a little to prosperity. 





Sheep should have a warm retreat, 
but should also be allowed at pleasure 
to run out and take the sun and pure 
air. Early-cut hay, or well-cured second 
crop, with a little corn, is their best food. 

The pig-pen should be constructed 
with two apartments, one warm and dry, 
with dry nesting; the other such as to 
indulge the filthy occuparit in his root- 
ing, manure manufacturing propensities ; 
and these propensities may be turned to 
a good account by throwing in plenty of 
materials for the pigs te work over and 
compost. In good farming, where the 
home manures are principally relied up- 
on, ten loads to every swine will be car- 
ried out in the course of a year, not as 
active as Peruvian guano, but worth 
more in proportion to its cost. Corn, 
ground ordinarily fine and scalded, and 
then reduced in temperature to about 
blood heat, by the addition of skim milk, 
whey, slops, etc., is the most economical 
food for swine. In England pork is 
made mainly from barley, but would not 
be if that climate was adapted to the 
corm crop as OU is, 

Hens should be laying sugrtly by this 
time, and if they are not, it is the fault 
of the owner. The true economy on the 
farm is, to keep a pretty good flock of 


hens and chickens, to have facilities for 


shutting them up certain parts of the 
year, when they would do injury out, 
but to let them run at large, to de- 
stroy insects and get for most of their 
living what nothing else would consume, 
when it can be done with safety to the 
garden and other crops, and when no 
broils will be created by their depreda- 
tions in the neighborhood. “When con- 
fined for security to crops or for the 
sake of peace among neighbors, let them 
have access to gravel and to carbonate of 
lime, in some such form’ a 

shells, growhd bones, or slacked lime, 
sprinkled about their premises. “The shell 
of the egg consists mostly of carbonate 
of lime; and the ordinary food does not 
contain enough of this to answer the de- 
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mands of the hen in laying time. Hens | ten, for himself alone. His own want; 
require a meat dietin part. Throw them he knows; the wants of others he neith 
bones “to pick, and occasionally bits of | er thinks of nor cares for. If he does 


meat useless for other purposes. 


In | not find exactly what he wants, or what 


summer they will supply themselves : he thinks it should contain, he throws; 
with animal food in the form of grass- | down the number disgusted and annoy 
hoppers and other insects, but should | cd, and vents his impatient displeasur, 


be supplied with it in winter in other 


. . 


forms, if you would have plenty of eggs. 


February has the reputation of being 
the coldest. month in the year, and sure- 
ly the coming February will not have 
much to boast of in that line, unless it 
shall be colder than its predecessor, Jan- 
uary, has yet been. Yesterday and this 
day, January 14th and 15th, have been 
like May or October days, strayed away 
from their proper place in the calendar. 


ON THE SUBJECTS FOR A FARM- 
ERS’ MAGAZINE. 


BY A FARMER’S SON. 


Mr. Eprror:—You asked the other 
day my opinion as to the most desirable 
method of conducting a farmers’ period- 
ical. Your motive doubtless arose from 
your anxiety to supply your readers 
with the i tion most required by 
them; and although your own experi- 
ence and good judgment can hardly be 
likely to hear from me anything new 
upon the subject, I shall be glad if any 
remarks of mine should suggest one 
hint to you that may further your views, 
and aid you in the arduous task that de- 
yglves on you, in common with others 
who seek to please or to instruct a large 
class of readers, distributed over thou- 
sands of miles of greatly varying cli- 
mate. 

The wants of many, I know I can lay 
before you;~-and the wants of many 
more, you doubtless already amply sup- 
ply. But I need not tell you that read- 
ers of all classes and on all subjects, are 





They forget much you have told them 
already ; and every reader too often takes 


up & magazine as if it had been written, 


| on the “incompetency of writers,” if not 
their ignorance ; and “vows to take in 
such a milk-and-water thing ‘as that no 
longer.” Fortunately however for th 
publisher, before the gentleman’s sub- 
scription runs out, some article in a sub- 
sequent number is lucky enough to 
please him, and then he forgets his il! 
humor, and on he goes with his maga- 
zine. Now this line of proceeding is fool. 
ish. It is unjust to editors. It is the 
way to remain in ignorance; and con- 
sequently the man who so acts is unjust 
to himself. 


Magazines and periodicals of all des- 
criptions are written each for some par- 
ticular class ; and to subjects connected 
with that class should be, and usually 
are, their contents directed. But when 
the individual of that class takes up 
such a paper, he should do so in the 
spirit, not of search for the special sub- 
ject that happens to interest him at the 
moment, (for it is obvious that as each 


could not please all,) but, in the spirit 
of general research to see what he can 
glean from the pages that will add to his 
stock of knowledge. Taken up in that 
spirit, if he finds the subjects treated of 
bear a fitting relation to the character of 
the periodical, and that they are written 
in a fair, common sense style, he has no 
cause to complain if there are other mat- 
ters that he would have preferred to see 
in the pages. The pearl fisher does not 
find a pearl in every oyster, but is con- 
tent to open many fruitlessly for the 
Sake of the one that has the pearl — 
Readers of periodical literature may 
with advantage to themselves follow the 
fisherman’s example. 





or should as he thinks haye been writ- 


But to be entitled to expect that course 


reader may do the same, the editor. 
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of conduct in their readers, editors must | 
and if they can not | 
gj} their literary oyster with pearls, they | 
must at least take care that their oyster’! 


also do their part ; 


is full of meat.” In short, the editor 
must provide always good subs’ intial 
literary food for a hungry rea’er; but 
the choice of that food, prov.ded it be 
digestable by the class for whom he 
writes, must be left to himself. 


Now in the spirit, as regards editor | 
and readers, that I have penned the | 
able, the benefit to him is only pros- 


above remarks, let us consider the eal 
jects for a farmers’ magazine. 


The great failing in the farming com- | 


their fathers did, so do they. Distrust- 


ral subjects are fully made known ; and 
this as co.spletely and sufficiently as 
may enable the farmer, without refer- 
ence beyond the pages of the paper, to 
avail himself of the information. For 
it should always be borne in mind that 
the time of the farmer is valuable, and 
that much traveling is not properly 
within his province, and consequently 
unless the information is afforded him 
in a shape that he can either from the 
perusal of it or by letter, make it avail- 


pective. 
The first requirement I set. down, 


munity is a proneness to routine. As therefore, for the farmers’ magazine is, 


| papers explanatory of new discoveries in 


fear I must add, too little inclined to | 


take the trouble of investigation, there is 
a disposition to go on in the same beaten 
track, heedless of the future, thoughtful 
only of present wants, and if not content, 
at least willing to drag on a listless ex- 
istence if those wants are satisfied. 

I know there are numerous exceptions | 


tothis picture; which: wany thay ‘sap- | the most eligible. mode of executing it, 
em Boe. 


pose to originate in a feeling of superior- | 
ity if not of conceit in the writer. 
is not so. Letany man coolly reflect and 
compare the energy displayed in the life 
ofa merchant or a trader in any large 
city, with the course of life pursued by 
the agriculturists, asa body, and then say 
if there is not far too much ground for 
the correctness of the character I have 
sketched above. 

The old adage, that “ We may take a 
horse to the pond, but’ we can’t make 
him drink,” is true. But we must take 


the horse to the pond, or he can not | 
drink if he wishes. So the agricultural | 


editor’s first care should be to lay before 


his readers the improvements of the | 


age. His first duty I think is to take 
care that all new discoveries, whether in 
implements to facilitate tillage, of new 
crops for culture, or of improved meth- 
ods of cultivation, are explained in de- 


That | 








tail, so that the advantages of the seve- | 


ful of the discoveries of science, and I | agriculture. s. 


The suvject next in importance appears 
to him to be, to keep the farmers well up 
to their work for the season. With this 
view there is much utility, especially in 
a monthly periodical, in haying a good 
paper by the editor surveying the gene- 
ral work of a farm for the month, point- 
ing out the kind of work requiring at- 
| tention, and containing suggestions as to 


with reference both to cost labor. 

In furtherance of the sirae object, ori- 
ginal papers on particular subjects, ap- 
plicable to the season at whici. they ap- 
pear, are also very useful, and in this 
the readers may contribute frequently to 
aid the editor and benefit their fellow- 
laborers in the agricultural world. It 
requires no literary skill to write an ac- 
ceptable article. Plain, practical facts, 
the result of experience, is what farm-— 
ers want; and these any farmer can ex- 
press in familiar language. 

In my opening remarks I alluded to 
the individual wants of particular read- 
ers ; and although us I then said, it is 
impossible for an editor to anticipate 
these, there yet remains a mode in which 
they can be sitisfied. Because when- 
ever information is wanted by one read- 
er, the chances are that many more 
stand in need of the same. Therefore 
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such being the case, a periodical paper | 


is the precise channel through which to 
obtain it, 

Let every farmer who is in doubt, or 
in want of information, write to the edi- 
tor and ask for it. And this brings me 
to the next head of subjects for the Mag- 
aeine, namely : 

Correspondence, and discussion by 
means of it, relative to farming matters 
of ali deseriptions. 

If the readers of any periodical will 
only take up their pens and discuss their 
opinions freely, but in the language and 
spirit of good humor, and a desire for 
knowledge, (as opposed to a desire for 
victory in a contest of words,) there is 
no department of a magazine that will 
become. more useful and interesting.— 
Life and activity should pervade every 
page of a periodical, and correspondence 
of such a nature is precisely the element 
to impart that vivacity which it is diffi- 
cult for a single individual, tied down to 
the monotony of the editorial chair, al- 
ways to give to his effusions, however 
valuable they may be in substance. 

Moreover, ignorance on subjects that 
our calling assumes we are acquainted 
with,' is regarded by too many as prefer- 
able to the exposure of it to others. 
Hence we too-often remain in ignorance 

whichinquiry would speedily dispel. The 
pages of a magazine present the ready 
means for us to learn, without our identity 
being known, and consequently there is 
no better mode by which we can avoid 
remaining in a state of ignorance, which, 
when there is open a way to avoid it, is 
decidedly unjust to ourselves no less 
than to those dependent on our exer- 
tions. 

My paper has, I fear, already exceeded 
useful limits; and having pointed out 
what appears to me to be the more im- 
portant topics for agricultural periodi- 
cals I will close with the hope, not that 
you can derive information from it, but 

at least that your readers will aid you, by 
attending to my last suggestion, freely 


to communicate their own experience 
and by their inquiries, point out to yo. 
their wants. I know well enough tha 
your best exertions will then not } 
wanting to fulfill them. 





ON THE TREATMENT OF MA. 
NURE. 


BY A PRACTICAL FARMER AND GARDENE: 


To talk intelligibly about manure, i; 
is quite important to know what manure 
is. Manure, if intended to convey the 
idea of food for plants, is often a terrib|. 
misnomer. Fresh dung, or fresh urine. 
is never food for plants. There is no 
element in the fresh excretia of animals 
in the undecomposed vegetable waste o: 
farms, such as straw, stalks, weeds, ctc., 
or in the muck and peat of swamps that 
can afford sustenance to vegetation. 
Plants can never appropriate an element 
until it is prepared for them. They 
have no digestive organs, and the change 
in their food must be perfected in th 
soil, which is at the same time the gra- 
nary and the stomach of plants. The 
waste of manures can take place only by 
two methods. 

First. By solution in water, which 
may run off upon the surface or sink 
into the ground. 

Second. By their preparation for food 
of plants prematurely, or in such posi- 
tions that plants are not present to ap- 
propriate them, which preparation al- 
ways reduces manures to gases. Now 
let any one thoroyghly comprehend 
these positions, and he will never be at 
a less to discover whether his manure is 
exposed to waste, 

Until manure has undergone such fer- 
mentation as to produce sensible heat, 
there can be no less of the essential ele 
ments.of vegetation by gaseous escape. 
If manure lies upon an impervious bot 
tom, there can. be no waste by the solu- 
ble elements passing downwards into the 
soil, and if its position is such that no 
water can flow from it, no waste car 





take place by any amount of saturation 
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While saturated with water the putre- 
fuctive fermentation can not proceed ; 
and the offensive smell that issues from 
itis of no sort of consequence. The es- 
caping gases from fresh or saturated ma- 
nure form no part of the gaseous ele- 
ments which are the food of plants. 

The great objection to the too abun- 
dant saturation is not only the excessive 
weight to be removed, but that the pre- 
paratory fermentation, which is not ex- 
haustive, cgn not proceed. When ma- 
nures are a to the soil they are 
intended to fertilize before fermentation 
has taken place, and partially spread 
so that the heaps are too shallow for it 
tocommence, Thereis no essential waste 
during winter, except it may be by so- 
lutions from it flowing off upon the fro- 
zen surface before they can sink into the 
sol. The rains do not materially affect 
them while the earth is thawed, as what 
they dissolve sinks into it. 

Professor Voelcker, of the Agricultural 
College of Circenster, England, and John 
Johnston,an extensive farmer of Western 
New-York, have almost from the anti- 
podes simultaneously announced — one 
the theory and the other the practice of 
—this principle, and its seeming antag- 
onism to the favorite sentiment has eli- 
cited great needless discussion. They 
have both asserted that there was no es- 
sential difference in the effect of manures 
carried in fall or winter to the fields to 
be fertilized, and those made under shel- 
ter or in heaps in the yard; and in this 
they are right, when they refer to ma- 
nure uncombined with foreign sub- 
Stunces, and exposed to fire-fanging or 
saturation. But when they assert the 
same regarding those manures combined 
with foreign substances which they re- 
dace to a condition for pabulum; they 
are wrong. Manures removed to the 
soil from a yard saturated with water 
are not, nor ever can be, distributed 
equally over the soil. Clumps and 
pastey masses are flung around with 


dry and saturated stalks and unrotten 
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straw, which not only afford unequal 
nourishment to the. soil when prepared 
by putrefaction, but. actually destroy 
most of the germinating seeds in their 
vicinity by the virulence and abundance 
of their first crude solutions, Now, Mr. 
Johnston’s success and Professor. Voelck- 
er’s truth consists in a condition being 
met which they had entirely overlooked. 
This condition I had observed twenty 
years before Professor Voelcker and Mr. 
Johnston announced the principle with 
which it is connected. During the win- 
ter the frosts. and winds have. disinteg- 
rated and dried these masses, until they 
admit by their pulverulent condition of 
being more thoroughly distributed over 
the soil. We then approach the annun- 
ciation of this maxim. ° 


Manures, to produce their best effect, 
must be thoroughly distributed over and 
through the soil, Reduced to its finest 
and most pulyerulent condition, each 
small particle of manure should be divi- 
ded from its fellows by many particles 
of soil. How to do this without waste 
is the great secret, and the methods are 
various. ist. By frequentturning. 2d. 
By composting with swamp muck, peat, 
straw, soil, and other.crude materials. 
8d. By returning the water that flows 
from a heap to its surface by pumping 
and otherwise. 4th. By combining the 
dung of different animals, as the easily 
heating dung of the horse, with the cold 
and unfermenting dung of cows. and 
swine. 5th. And worst and most com- 
mon.of all, by allowing. the,dung and 
litter of the stable to decay undisturbed 
in heaps, heating and.fire-fanging to 
ashes in the center, and wasting many 
times the yalue of that which remains. 
I do not propose here to analyze and 
compare these various methods, but 
simply to endeavor to clear away the 
mist. which surrounds some simple prin- 
ciples, ' | 

Amid all the discuss‘on of the value of 


manures and their treatment, their crea- 
tive power of inducing the sustaining 
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principle of other substances, has never 
been treated of. No wonder is excited 
by the fact that a small piece of ferment- 
ed bread placed in the center of a batch 
of dough will excite the vinous fermen- 
tation, and entirely change the chemical 
condition of the whole mass. In the 
same manner may a comparatively small 
portion of actively decomposing matter 
reduce a large bulk of inert and even 
poisonous substances to an active and 
valuable ageney in fertilizing the soil. 
Many a man has laboriously hauled the 
muck of his swamp upon his field, and 
with disgust and chagrin beheld the 
death of every vegetable in its vicinity. 
The heat and active fermentation of dung 
mixed with muck would have excit- 
ed a kindred fermentation that would 
have rendered it fit food for plants. All 
other inert or slow decaying or acid 
matter would have been treated in the 
same manner. The changes they would 
undergo are not a little remarkable and 
instructive. Let us trace them for a 
moment. The dung having in the intes- 
tines of the animal undergone partial 
decomposition, is more nearly ready for 
complete putrefactive fermentation, and 
commences to heat as soon as its super- 
abundant water has been pressed out. 
‘ The cause of the Keating is twofold. 1st. 
The combustion of decay or absorbing 
oxygen. 2d. The compression or les- 
sening of bulk as the heap settles down. 
As soon as the heating commences, the 
carbon, the hydrogen, and the nitrogen 
lose their hold upon each other, and are 
free for new associations. The carbon 
unites with oxygen, and carbonic acid 
appears The hydrogen and nitrogen 
unite, and ammonia appears, for it is 
only until rotting or decomposition takes 
place that ammonia (that much talked 
of but little understood substance) is to 
be found. And now the game is opened, 
the mass of muck or other inert matter 
heated many degrees above blood-heat, 
is prepared by the expansion of its par- 
ticles to receive a new influence.. The 


tannic acid that has preserved its liquid 
and carbonaceous character so long, 
is met by the ammoniacal gas escaping 
from the rotting dung, and neutralized 
by this potent alkali to a harmless agent. 
The muck now greedily absorbs many 
times its bulk of ammoniacal vapor, and 
becomes not only a vessel for its preser- 
vation, but is itself rendered a soluble 
carbonaceous substance fitted for giving 
up its elements to living plants. Nota 


| bubble of the precious nitrogenous va- 


pors, not a drop of the liquid gold of the 
compost can now escape. But the muck 
accomplishes more than its hunger and 
thirst dictates. It operates as a divider 
to separate the particles of manure, and 
render them better fitted for complete 
division and ¢iistribution in the soil. 
Now, whether one very imperfect me- 
thod of using manure is better than an- 
other very imperfect method, ought not 
to occupy the attention of any man. 
Whether John Johnston could obtain 
equal or even better results from fresh 
manure carted to his fields in winter 
than he could from it hauled from his 
barnyard half decayed in spring, or from 
the same source piled with care and fre- 
quently. turned, but still so as to lose by 
that very turning a great part of its 
value, ought not to be the question ; but 
whether he might not have employed 
his fresh manure to multiply itself many 
times, to render soluble and fit food for 
plants, inert and vicioussubstances. Of 


manures, not much need be said, As! 
have before stated, thefour great gaseous 
elements of plants—oxygen, hydrogen, 
nitrogen, and carbon—are combined in 
such proportions and relations in disor- 
ganized plants, in ripe or dry vegetables, 
and in fresh dung, and half rotted plants, 
as to be totally unfitted for food for 
green and living ones. 

Now the moment that fermentation, 
heating, or decay commences, these 
gases separate from each other, and are 





set free for new combinations. As they 


the second condition of loss of value in. 
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oceupy vastly greater. bulk than before, 


they burst forth and escape, unless de- | 
tained by some absorbing substance that | 


would hold them until combined again. 
The carbon unites with the oxygen and 
combustion takes place, precisely like 
the burning of charcoal in a flame, and 


the result is the same—ashes. The | 
ashes of fire from the hearth and the | 
ashes of fire-fanged dung are precisely | 


similar. 
drogen and nitrogen which would have 
formed ammonia, have nothing to de- 
tain them, the carbonaceous matter 


which forms their natural storehouse | 


has been burned up. There are but 


with water. 2d. Dryinginthesun. 34d. 
Composting with considerable bulks of 
inert matter. 
ble, but the last presents the vast ad- 
vantage. That while the bulk is greatly 


increased the value is not diluted—that | 


every pound of the compost is equal to 
a pound of the original. 

T am convinced, therefore, that the 
whole subject of manure might be con- 
densed into the following propositions : 

1. Manure does not waste so long as 
itis unfermented and undissolved, and 
these conditions are effected by drying 
or by saturation, by spreading too thinly 
for heating, or by heating in contact 
with absorbing substances, (opposite 
conditions and yet not different.) 

2. Fresh or unfermented excrement is 
unfit for food of plants, and requires a 
new combination of elements for which 
time and heat and moisture are requisite, 
and to which saturation and dryness are 
equally opposed. 

3. Fermenting manure in contact with 
inert matter, has the power of netitraliz- 
ing vieious properties, (as the tannic 
acid of peat and the percxyde of iron,) 


and of dissolving and rendering soluble 


properties that were otherwise locked up. 
4. The waste of mariu:e is effected in 
only two ways—by the escape of its 


All these are objectiona- | 


By this fire fanging, the hy- | 


gaseous elements into the atmosphere 
when heating, and by the dissolving of 
its soluble salts in water that flows away. 
Any method that prevents these is valu- 
able. | 

5. The creative or effervescing effect 
of unhurt manures is more valuable than 
the original matter, and is capable of | 
multiplying its value many times. 

6. The value of any manure is in the 
ratio of its division through the soil. 
And the golden rule of farming is, 
small quantities of manure well divided 
and intermingled with the soil, will pro- 
duce better crops than large quantities 


| not well divided. 
three methods of preserving manure | 
from this species of loss: Ist. Saturation | 





For the American Farmers’ Magazine, 


| EXTRACTS FROM. THE JOURNAL 


OF A TENNESSEE FARMER, 


Oct, 21, 1857.—This was the first 
morning this fall that Jack Frost showed 


his white teeth. Much of the Indian 








corn is yet unripe, and I venture to pre- 
dict that if Jack’s nip of the green corn 
proves as hurtful as I have known it in 


| North Missouri, much complaint lies in’ 


store against him for this first visit to us 
on this mission. It is to be hoped that 
a sufficiency has been impervious and 
secure from his grip, for this crop almost 
failed in Eastern Tennessee last year on 
account of the continued drought. This . 
year our farmers gave to its planting 
and culture unusual attention. The his- 
tory of this corn is too well known to 
command but a passing notice now, 
having been found here in cultivation by 
the Indians on the discovery of the con- 
tinent. No State wheresoever turns to 
moral account the production of this 
valuable cereal more than our beloved 
Tennessee ; very li*tie ‘‘ Tangle foot” is 
manufactured fror: it, but fat hogs, 
mules, horses, and cattle revel and luxu- 
riate in the bounty, whilst our farmers 
are content with the profit thus obtained. 
At one time our State ‘stood first in the 
quantity grown, and it would, I thitik, 
be no exaggeration to say she grows 
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the dest in the Union, We have nearly 
all known varieties except the new Pea- 
body kind, now so much talked of in the 
prints. J¢ is in our border for sale, and 
will soon be compared with the white 
flint in yield, etc. The name Mazz, I 
believe more properly belongs to this 
grain to contradistinguish it from other 
corn. Will'some one say what kind of 
corn it was that Joseph, governor of 
Egypt, sold to the people, and in seven 
years got all money, lands, and cattle, 
except that owned by the priests, by its 
sale? (It was the same cereal which 
our English brethren denominate corn, 
viz., wheat of some variety.—Ep.) 


November.—About the middle of this 
last fall month the cold weather mili- 
tates against the almanac makers, and 
one would think on being here that by 
some freak of nature we are sojourning 
in the Arctic region, The ether in the 
thermometer is 8 degrees below 0, Faren- 
heit, Our oldest people say this is an 
innovation upon their whole experience 
here. 


December came in like a lamb, and up 
to this writing has passed with warm 
rains and sunshine, comparing favorably 
with April. Most of our farmers have 
gathered the greater part of their corn 
crop, and are sure enough complaining 
thatJack has damaged them. Some say 
one-half their corn is unfit for keeping 
uses, but must be fed away to stock 
forthwith. I went through my fields 
the 14th. I found on many stalks ears 
ef corn that had dry, white mould on the 
stalk. That in the crib looks as yet 
good. Jam confident my corn was as 
ripe as. most of my neighbors when the 
- frost came, and I am satisfied it is much 
injured by this. I premise a general 
loss of this grain in our district by early 
frost. My experience in growing this 
grain in Tennessee is, that if the grounds 
be well plowed in winter, cross plowed 
in the spring, planted about the first 
week in April, with good seed, thinned 
early and well cultivated after, no fears 





need be had of early frosts; but except 
the main features here named appear 
with our farmers, we well may always 
dread early frosts and freezes. 

Dee. 18.—I had neglected in the proper 
place to name anything of my success in 
raising sorgum, or in making syrup from 
the Chinese sugar cane. The seed was 
sent me from the patent office last yea: 
by a friend.. It was planted in good, 
rich soil. My health was too poor to 
superintend it, though it was cultivated 
as broom corn, the cultivation of which 
I think is fully understoodhere. When 
the seed had become of a dark brown 
the stalks were cut.. We had no machine 
to express the juice. It was beat with 
pestles and put-in an apple cider press, 
a very common. one. The juice wa: 
boiled in a copper kettle to a good gold. 
en yellow syrup, equal, I think, in taste, 
to any we get in this country except the 
maple, which, I think, stands ahead of 
all syrups I know of. I have no doubt 
that if our farmers will pay a little atten- 
tion to its cultivation, and manufacture 
into molasses, it will prove to be a short- 
ening of expense in this article. Wheth- 
er it can be made in such quantities as 
to compete in sale with other southern 
countries remains, I think, for the fu- 
ture. A great mania prevails for the 
seed. It is being very generally distri- 
buted in small parcels, and another year 
may give more reliable facts than this 
one has afforded in relation to the new 
article. So far as we tried it I do not 
think any sugar can be made of the 
syrup. A. L, B. 

Mit Bexp, Tenn., Dec. 1857, 


(ee 


For the Farmers’ Magazine. 

PROCESS OF SAVING. CORN, &c. 

Tue old year is at its close. With us 
the Christmas week has been one of joy 
and mirth with the lads and lasses of our 
community. Everywhere in our favor- 
ed Valley plenty abounds, and notwith- 
standing the monetary crisis which has 
passed over the land, there is, compara- 









tively speaking, little or no real want in 
our community. The crops of the past 
season, if not abundant, have been am- 
ple, and there is some surplus for mar- 
ket. The corn crop was very fine, but 
owing to the early and severe frosts of 
November, and the warm, rainy, and 


damp weather that followed, much of the | 


crop has been seriously injured, amount- 
ing to one-third, and in some places one- 
half the crop. Many of my neighbors 
have been under the necessity of remoy- 
ing the corn from cribbing too early, and 
have suffered loss. Where corn was cut 


up and well shocked, it has not been | 


much injured, particularly where cut Le- 
fore the heavy frosts. 

The process of saving corn has been 
so often commented on, that it would 
appear almost unnecessary for me to say 
anything on the subject. Yet, as I have 
saved my corn sound this year, I will 
give you my method, and if it is worth 
anything, make use of it. 

I usually begin cutting as soon as the 
corn is glazed. This, with us, is usually 
about the, 20th of September, this year 
the first week in Oct. When the crop 
is good, say 50 or 60 bushels per acre, 


[ put 12 rows, to the row of shocks, cut- | 


ting as near the ground asI can, so as 
to give the whole nutriment of the stock 
to the maturity of the grain. 


We commence on one side of the field, 
a stout hand taking the lead, and form- 
ing the shocks by bending four or more 
stout stalks together, making half shocks 
or six rows, well set up, and secured by 
a good band of fodder, grass or straw. 
After going over the field in this way, 
let it cure two or three days, or more if 
necessary, and then complete the shocks 
by bringing the six additional rows, with 
a good band about the ears, and another 
at the top. . If the shocks are well put 
up and banded they will stand all win- 
ter without injury. I have half my 
crop yet in the field, in excellent preser- 
vation, and shall only get it in as my 
cattle need provender. 
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| The twe past winters should admonish 
farmers to have better accommodations 
| for their stock... There is much gain 
| every. way from having good shelter for 
_ cattle and stock of every kind, Less 
| feed suffices, and what you give them 
_ they get the benefit of. The merciful 
| man is ever merciful to his beast, “The 
/man who can hear his cattle and sheep 
| bleating, his pigs squaling, and see his 
| horses shivering in the fence corners, 
_ while he makes no efforts for their com- 
| fort, must be calous to the finer feelizgs 
_ of our nature. (It is so.—Kd.) 

| We often hear persons complaining — 
_ about badluck, but if you trace the mat- 
| ter, it is bad management, The careful 
| manager, whe has a place for everything, 
| and keeps everything in its place, who 
divides his stock in such a way as to 
| prevent the feeble from being run over 
| by the strong, or driven from their feed, 
| does not often suffer loss in this way. 
| Good feed and careful attention, will 
_ generally keep man and beast in good 
health and condition. (Yes.—EHd.) 


One cow well fed, is worth two or 
three poorly cared for. Keep good 
stock, feed well, and my word for it, you 
will find. a proper return. (How slow 
the world is to find this out.-—Ed.) 

On Christmas day we had quite a snow 
storm, with wind from the east; since 
then the weather has been mild, with 
rain every alternate day. The snow is 
gone, and this day is wet, with deep 
mud everywhere.. Where the land is 
good, wheat looks well, but. to some ex- 
tent it is an uncertain crop, . 

The crop of oats last season was fine, 
but owing to the scarcity. of corn, much 
of it hasbeen fed. . The hay harvest was 
very good. Of potatoes about the usual 
crop... Apples. scarce, Pork -rather 
scarce and high, $7 being about the 
ayerage price, Beef is not abundant, 
and is worth from $6.50 to.$7, and will 
be very scarce. before Spring, as the 
usual stock is not on hand... South 
. Western Virginia produces very fine 
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cattle, but the sity pe that Fidler | so many Siesta Bini at all events, 
is less than usual. The graziers suffered | if not ungrateful for them? Why ? For 
much in their cattle last winter, from | two principal reasons. Because being 
cold and short supply of provender. blessings enjoyed in common with all 

I have written this letter rather hasti- | their fellow-men, they are regarded as 
ly, correct errors if you give it a place | “things of course.” And because they 
in your valuable journal. | do not think. 

Wishing you the compliments of the} It may be thought a cold subject with 
season, [ subscribe myself, which to stir up the heart. Yet, not- 


—~_ @o A ee (2 > 


Your obedient servant, withstanding that, the winter’s fall of 
Henry B. Jones. snow should be, with every farmer es- 
Near Brownsburg, Dec. 30, 1857. pecially, a cause of thankfulness and gra- 


The above remarks about shelter for | titude to our gracious Father in heaven. 
cattle, implying humanity to brutes, (?) Yet so common is snow, and moreover, 
as well as profit to the owner, are quite sometimes so unpleasant to our personal 
to our mind, and we think and rest that | feelings and convenience, that it is to be 
they can hardly be too often repeated. | feared it too often engenders grumblings 
Would not shelter for the food of cattle | | rather than thankfulness. 
be well also? We ask this question! Let us see why it is that we have cause 
without answering. It has been our lot | for this gratitude; and, perhaps, the con- 
to know little of so delicious a climate as | sideration may engender the feeling. 
the above writer may enjoy. In these; In the first place the snow protects the 
boreal regions it is good policy to shelter | ground from the intense severity of frost, 
our fodder as well as our cattle, and we | and thereby preserves vitality in the 
can not but doubt whether the same | roots of may trees, and in the seeds that 
would not be good policy for the greater | the ripening of the autumnal crops have 
corn growers and stock breeders of the | sown in the ground ; and many of which 
West, the South-West, and even: the | but for such protection would be de- 
South. But the farmers in these regions | stroyed. 
know perhaps of reasons for a contrary | That this is so has been ined by nu- 
course, Which we may not fully appre- | merous experiments. | It has been found 
ciate—Ep. that the temperature of the surface of 

. the ground, beneath six inches of snow, 

SNOW AND VEGETABLE LIFE. eed eerie degrees of Fahrenheit’s 

- ae thermometer less severe than the tem- 

In mundane affairs no one finds an ex- | perature of the atmosphere at the time of 
cuse or an apology for ingratitude. A | the experiment. And as snow is a bad 
man may commit crime after crime : conductor of heat, there is little doubt 
against both life and property, but rare | that the surface would not have’ cooled 
indeed is the instance, however henious | more, even if the temperature of the at- 
the offence, in which the criminal does | mosphere had fallen several degrees stil! 
not find some people ready to palliate it | lower. 
or to extenuate its guilt. But nobody | The preservation of seeds by the com- 
forgives ingratitude, even when not the bined action of snow and frost is very 
object of it. | remarkable. Although the temperature 

Why is it that we do not apply this | of the winters in New-York State is much 
to holier things ? Why do so many peo- | | more severe than in England, there are 
ple who profess to live, and who we be- | many seeds of flowering and other plants 
lieve mean to live a Christian life, par- | that are of a tender nature, which are 
ticipate, day by day and year by year, in | here preserved perfectly through the 
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winter, being self sowil in the summer 
and fall, and which in the following 
spring make their appearance in the 
carden, In England the same seeds in- 
variably perish. The balsam is one flow- 
er of that description. The reason is 
this. In England there is usually in 
mid-winter a temporary breaking up of 
frost for a few days, which is followed by 
a short season of severe frost again. 
During the thaw the genial warmth 
causes the tender seeds alluded to to ger- 
minate ; but the return of frost arrests the 
process, which in a seed can never be re- 
newed, and it dies. 


Again, although many evergreen trees 
can endure a great amount of cold with- 
out destruction, their leaves require light 
at all times ; otherwise the vital princi- 
ple in the leaf could not be sustained. 
Now snow being white and opaque, the 
quantity that falls on a tree does not pre- 
clude the light from penetrating through 
it, and, consequently the functions of the 
leaf can progress, notwithstanding its 
winter covering, which at the same time 
protects it also from the intensity of the 
frost. 

Independently of the foregoing bene- 
fits derived from the presence of snow, 
there is another of equal value, which is 
not probably so apparent to the casual 
observer. The effect of frost upon the 
organization of vegetables is principally 
injurious by rupturing and tearing apart 
the vessels forming their structure. This 
arises chiefly from the contraction of the 
water or sap whilst freezing within them. 
The tissue formed by these vessels is it- 
self elastic; but to a greater or less de- 
gree in different families of plants. Now 
when frost is not severe, the elastic force 
enables the internal structure of the plant 
to conform to the altered position of the 
vessels forming the tissues—to some ex- 
tent at least—and it is only wher the 
severity of the frost is sufficient to ex- 
haust this elastic power, that the organi- 
zation of plants is destroyed, by these 
results of the freezing process. 
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But if the preceding paragraph is un- 
derstood, the reader will perceive that it 
follows as of course, that the plant is li- 
able to injury by the process of thawing 
as well as that of freezing.. And such is 
the fact ; for those who have investigated 
the subject have arrived at the conclu- 
sion that more plants are killed by the 
thaw than by the preceding frost. Be- 
cause usually the thaw is much more 
rapid than the freezing process. Hence 
there is more time for the elastic force to 
be gradually brought into play througi 
the whole fabric of the plant in the latter 
case. 

We all know the effect of a hot win- 
ter’s sun for a couple of hours at mid- 
day upon a frozen tree. And now the 
friendly snow comes into play. The white 


,mantle guards the covered limbs from 


the direct action of the sun’s rays, which 
first have to melt into water the snow on 
the branches, thus they become bathed 
with water of a temperature just below 
freezing point. It follows that the frost 
is thereby removed gradually from the 


tree, and frequently that saves from 
death nubs a plant that would have suc- 
cumbed to the disruption of its tissues 


that the action of a hot sun on its frozen 
limbs, had they been uncovered, would 
have occasioned. 


Many years ago the writer of these 
remarks, had accidently exposed a dozen 
or more succulent geranium plants to a 
severe frost, which so completely pene- 
trated through them as to give their stems 
as well as leaves the transparent appear- 
ance of sugar candy. Knowing the above 
mentioned facts, he Getermined to see if 
it was possible to thaw one of them with- 
out the destruction of vegetable life. He 
therefore placed the plant with its whole 
head inverted in a vessel of ice-cold wa- 
ter, by supporting the flower-pot con- 
taining the frozen plant on sticks placed 
accross the top of the vessel, which was 
then put in a dark cellar, the tempera- 
ture of which at the time wag only three 
or four degrees above freezing point. In 
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this position the plant was le‘t for two 
or three days, at the end of which time 
(but not before) the leaves and staik by 
their change to their natural color, show- 
ed that the frost was all out of them. 


This plant lived. It is needless fo say 
that the other geraniums were all killed | 


before night of the day on which the ex- 
periment commenced, for the first rays 
of the sun disposed of them in an hour! 

From the foregoing remarks it will be 
seen that vegetation is preserved by snow 
in a two-fold manner. The one, by pre- 
serving the vital principle from the effects 
of extreme cold; the other by preventing 
the destruction of the organization, by 
reason of its disruption by intense frost. 

Are not these blessings? Truly of so 
great extent, that the sustenance of ani- 
mal life, on large districts of the earth, 
may be—for ought we know—dependent 
on their presence. How grateful should 
we be then for them! 

How many people live? How few 
amongst them THINK ? 


A CORRECTION. 
GenTLemEN :—In the Farmers’ Maca- 
zine for January, just come to hand, it 





is stated, page 28, “ The veteran editor of | 


the Massachusetts’ Plowman still affirms 
that his favorite Alderney cow, gives 
milk, four quarts of which will make a 
pound of butter.” This is a mistake. 
He affirms in relation to his Devon stock, 
and not Alderney: We do not know 
that he ever had any of the Alderney or 
Jersey stock. We have seen his Devons 
—and they are very fine—though we 
were never satisfied that their butter- 
producing qualities were equal to his re- 
presentations. We do not believe that 
any cow can be found, or ever has been 
found, that will yield a pound of butter 
to each and every four quarts of her 
milk. It is a good cow that will yield a 
pound of butter to double this quantity, 
through the season. On this point we 
_ speak with confidence, because we have 

examined it We have said the same 


is but a few years older than ourselves, 
| and who has boasted much of his stock, 
_ still we doubt whether he has seen more 
| or better butter producing cows than we 
| have, “—" 
January 9th, 1858. 
| We stand corrected, A Devon not an 
| Alderney cow, is the mother of a pound 
| of butter to four quarts of milk, and we 
| knew it, and can not. account for the 
| blunder, but are glad to be put right. 
Some cows, we all know, are remark- 
_ able for the quantity, and others for the 
quality of their milk. We believe it 
possible that a cow, giving naturally a 
| very little and very rich milk, may be so 
_ fed and watered as to give still less and 
| still richer; and if the editor of the 


| Plowman says that four quarts of a par- 
| ticular cow’s milk have made a pound of 
| butter, we will not dispute him, for we 
| believe him to be a truthful man ; but if 
| it was so, then that cow’s milk, owing to 
| Some extraordinary characteristic in the 
| animal, or to some peculiarity in the 
| manner cf feeding, or to a selection of 
the strippings instead of taking the whole, 
was about three times as oily as the 


avarage of cow’s milk. Itmust have con- 





| tained at least 10 per cent. of oil, instead 


of about four, as is us 


The gentleman, whoj has kindly cor- 
rected our mistake, is, we believe, an ad- 
mirer of the old red cattle of New-Eng- 
land. He knows, as we do, that the 
breeding has been bad; that the best 
calyes have gone to the butcher ; that 
males have been kept more for the pur- 
pose of rendering the| cows fit for the 
dairy, than any other consideration. Is 
there any other race of cattle that would 
have been as good this day, as these 
same old reds, if through a long line of 
ancestry they had been as badly bred ? 
We should like it much if that gentle- 
men would give for the Farmer’s Mac- 
AZINE some account of these cattle, their 





thing to the veteran editor named, who | 


history, their abuses their excellent 
qualities after all. If jwe are not mistak- 


| 
| 
| 


| 
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en, he ranks them high ;ahinks it would 
be wise to breed from them, instead of 
relying on importations ; and that by a 
rational procedure they can be made 
the foundation for a better stock than 
the world yet affords, at least for our 
Northern States. We suspect he may be 
right, and should like to have his reasons, 
though we have supposed that the coun- 
try owes much to the importers of fine 
cattle, and that both importation and 
careful breeding from the best samples of 
our acclimated stock should go on par- 
allel, in order to reach the best results in 
the shortest time, for the whole country, 
and for.every part of it.— Ep, 





A THEORY SPOLIED; OR ARE 
SOUTH-DOWNS PURE BLOOD- 
ED SHEEP. 

BY ©. M. CLAY, BSQ., OF KENTUCKY. 
Mr. Eprror :—After all the accumulat- 
ed science of ages applied to the pre- 
servation of health and the cure of dis- 
eases, one of the first physicians and 
teachers of Paris lately said to his stu- 
dents, very naively, “ What do I—what 
does anybody know about medicine?’ 
It was said of a learned traveler that he 
went from home a goslin and came back 
agander{ ‘Common sense” is not 
universal; learning can neither give it, 
nor take it away. Science has its fan- 
atics as well as religion and politics; 
and in either case whenever one mounts 
his hebby, like a beggar on horseback, 
he “rides to the devil!” No wonder 
then that “book learning” is so much 
distrusted by practical men. In practi- 
eal life false theory dees not run long 
before it butts itself against some im- 
possible law of nature, and is abandoned. 
But let a book man, or a man of science 
if you please, get hold of the tail of a 
thing, and he is dragged to starvation or 
death before he will loose ‘his hold! 
Henry Coleman, Esq., the author of Ea- 
ropean Agriculture, tells us that: pulver- 
ized granite and other insoluble sub- 
stances produced with simple water un-. 





| expected vegetable life ; but when they 


were all mixed together, just as we 
might suppose in nature and capable of 
the greatest results, it turned out that 
the product was less in combination 
than in individual separation. So much 
for chemical agriculture! Still we are 
no enemies of science, although we do 
not credit the report that silk has been 
produced by chemical processes without 
the aid of the worm from mulberry 
leaves. There is more truth than poe- 
try in that verse: 
“ A little learning is a dangerous thing; 
Drink deep, or taste not. the Pierian 
spring |” Tae 

I have been led to these reflections by 
reading an article in the patent oifice re- 
ports of 1851-2, (“‘agricultural,”) by D. 
J. Browne, LL.D. In that article, page 
88, he says the South-Down sheep “ is 
itself a hybrid, being a mixture of. the 
hairy. and wooly species.” Now to this 
dictum I give in refutation, theory and 
facts. Let us premise, however, that the 
learned doctor is led to this assertion no 
doubt incidentally by a theory, alias a 
hobby, which is that there are but. two 
species of sheep, one having wool and 
the other hair exclusively, and that, 
therefore, all with mixed wool and hair 
are hybrids! Now, upon what data is 
this broad assertion made? Upon the 
inference, according to the Baconian 
Philosophy, of facts—a classification de- 
rived from individual ties? _ Not at all. 
For of the sixteen kinds of sheep (I will 
not say species) there laid down by him, 
whose wool had been subjected to micro- 
scopic analysis, none but the Saxon and 
Merino varieties, one species, had fine 
wool. Then if the docto.’s logic be right, 
all the principal breeds of sheep in Fa- 
rope andAmerica are hybrids. Nay,more, 
as eyery sheep enumerated had some of 
the characteristics of ‘‘ wool” in his pile, © 
there is but one pure breed—the Merino 
—that is, one pure breed has been the 
progenitor of all the Wybrids! A reduc- 
tio ad absurdum ! : 

From analogical reasoning the doctor 


















































































80 AGRICU 
is just as wide of the mark. When told 
that change of climate reduces the hair 
and increases the wool, or the reverse, 
the doctor claims this as a proof rather 
than a disproof of his theory. What is 
there in the first place in the nature of 
things why a sheep should not have hair 
and wool? Nature is wiser even than 
so-called science; and common sense 
stands by nature. Wool is, in conse- 
quence of its eliptical form, curly ; if it 
extended to the hoofs it would be con- 
tinually catching against the many ob- 
stacles which the legs of every animal 
meet in locomotion. Thus, while nature 
for our benefit allows wool on the sheep’s 
back, she very generally, and sensibly I 
think, with due deference to the doctor, 
supplies hair, which is straight, on the 
legs. It is the mass of facts which make 
a rule, so also is it the mass of facts 
which in their ineariabdility and univer- 
sality constitutes “species.” Now if 
the mass of known breeds of sheep have 
wool and hair mixed, or separate, on the 
same body, then by what logic does the 
doctor infer that a mixed coat of wool 
and hair constitutes of necessity without 
other data of proof hybridity—an anom- 
ily—a departure from nature’s unaltera- 
ble laws? But to return to analogy. 
There are some animals which lose their 
fur in summer and regain it in winter ; 
are they according to the doctor’s rea- 
soning hybrids returning to one or the 
other original ty pes of their progenitors ? 
Again, why may not a pure blooded 
sheep have hair and wool as well as a 
pure blooded fox or rabbit have both 
hair and fur? They are both, in each 
case, similar elements in dissimilar 
structure. Again the learned doctor 
makes a long argument to prove the 
trite and well admitted fact, that hybrids 
soon return to one or the other original 
types, or run out. Here then is the 
South-Down, traced in its characteristics, 
to the times of William the Conqueror, 
the oldest. authentic breed known, not 





LTURAL. 
and the most prolifice—then by all the 
highest proofs ‘as adduced by the doctor 
himself, not a hybrid, but a pure race. 

Again the doctor quotes authority 
which he approves, that species do pro- 
duce or may produce varieties, by which 
he attempts to account for the difference 
between the Saxony and the Merino, 
French and Spanish, which he claims 
are pure bloods of the same species. 
Now no man living who did not have it 
told him that the Saxon, and the Span- 
ish, and French Merino were the same, 
would ever suppose that they were of 
the same species. If then the Pure 
Blooded Sheep, the Merino, has changed 
its type in weight, in size, in quality 
and quantity of wool and of grease, in 
hardiness, and in prolificness ; then fol- 
lowing the law of hybrids thus far, it is 
not. a hybrid—a fertiori—how much the 
more is the South-Down which eminent- 
ly presérves its characteristics in al! 
countries and ages, not a hybrid, but a 
pure blooded species and race. 

Another of the doctor’s broad asser- 
tions is, that wool is the thing to be 
raised from sheep, and that wool only, 
and not mutton, must be always looked 
to, that mutton will follow as a conse- 
quence. The doctor does not conde- 
scend, however, to te'l us lovers of mut- 
ton how! This is “pulling the wool 
over our eyes” with a vengeance. 

Now it is too well known to require 
authority to support my assertion, that 
England, the greatest sheep-raising 
country in the world, having certainly 
the most intelligent agriculturists as 4 
mass now existing, just reverses Dr. 
Browne’s dictum. They have ceased to 
raise sheep for the weoel, and look alto- 
gether of primarily to the mutton, The 
Merino and the Saxon haye become 
almost extinct in England. The con- 
test seems to be solely between the large, 
coarse wools, the Leicesters, the Bake- 
wells, and the new Oxfordshires, and the 
smaller but superior flavored South- 





excepting the Merino—the most thrifty 


Downs. In what sense then does Dr. 
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Browne mean to impose this new idea | testants for the prize for the. finest wool ; 


— us? Does he mean to say that | 
‘the finer the wool the finer the mut- | 
‘is a true maxim, and that no ex- 


par ct circumstances and characteris- | 


ties are to be taken into account? Then | 
is all Hurope at fault in their taste; for 
all agree that the small, coarse encitei| 


sheep of Wales and the Highlands of | | than mutton, raise wool. 


Scotland are the finest favored mutton 
in the world. Whoever heard of the 
Merino being superior mutton in quality 
or quantity? We of Kentucky, (torth- 
west of the doctor’s ideal line of separa- 
tion betweem the ** hairy” and “wooly” 
sheep, (about which I shall say a word 
presently,) have tried the Merino, giving 
thousands of dollars for a single sheep, 
breaking men of large fortunes, and 
found him poor iy flesh, and making us 
poorer in pocket, The Mering is a mean, 
ragged, diminutive, unthrifty carcase, 


the fat and lean too much separated. 
The Saxony is no better. The. French 
Merino has not been tried here, I believe, 
but he is “‘ some more of the same sort.” 

In the Lexington and Louisville mar- 
kets a South-down wether will bring 
from ten to twelve dollars dressed. A 
Merino would not bring much over “nine 
shillings” wool and ail, and yet this 
learned doctor talks to us of wool, and 
about sheep-o-thermal lines. 

The doctor's sheep line is, beginning 
at the south-eastern boundary of New- 
Hampshire, and running “ diagonally,” 
pursuing pretty much the line of tide 
water, and ending in Texas; that north- 
west of that the ‘“ooly’”’ sheep must be 
bred; and south-east the “hairy” 
sheep; if kept pure, they will do well; 
if not, they will prosper on neither side. 
Let us see, it must be the sea air which 
is to cause this seemingly artificial line. 
Now the doctor’s Saxony and Merino 
are from and natives of Spain, a penin- 
sular—the most peninsular of all Europe. 
At the world’s fair in London thirty-two 
ore were represented as con- 
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| wool ; 


and yet that honor was borne off by 
| Marke R. Coekerell, of Tennessee, U. 8., 


| south-east of Dr. Browne’s sheep-o-ther- 


mal line: Let us leave ’ seience then 
and come down to practical “commen 
sense.” Dicta 1. Where wool is more 
| valuable and more accessible to market 
2. Where fine) 
wool is more in demand and at a higher 
price than coarse, (or “‘ hair,”) raise fine 
and the reverse. %. In conse- 


| quence of the modern facilities of trans- 
| portation, the wools of all countries must 








of necessity be competitors in the same 


| market; therefore, the rich lands and 


the poor lands are equalized to a certain 
extent ; and therefore rich valuable lands 
must cease to raise wool, either coarse 
or jiné, a8 & primary source of revenue. 
4. As mutton is perishable, and tl ere- 


| fore not capable of distant transportar 
but when got fat, tolerable mutton, with | 


tion, it may have a.local monopoly of 
market, and consequently may command 
extraordinarily high prices. 5. As 
mutton is not only a necessity, but a 
luxury, good mutton, like South-down, 
will “‘pay better’’ than any sheep raised 
for wool. Witness the sales.in Lexing- 
ton and Louisville, and the recent im- 
portations. of saddles of Sonth-dcwns 
from England into the New-York market 
for the dinner parties of the wealthy. 
6. As the demand for wool is substituted 
in a great measure by the culture of flax, 
silk, and cotton, its consumption by the 
human race must be retarded, whilst 
mutton, becoming more and more a ne- 
vessity and a luxury, as the most 
healtity and the most palatable of butch- 
er’s meats, must become more.and more 
in demand,.and of consequence, “ pay” 
more and more. 

Now, Mr. Deitie: Finan Slee a8 
“‘ South-down sheep,” especially tenaci- 
ous of the idea of “‘purity of blood” in 
all animals, biped and quadruped. Mr. 
Browne, in riding his hobby of “ pure” 
breeds, rode on to my hobby of “ South- 
downs.” I give him congratulation for 
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his demolition of that miserable Aum- 
bug, ““improted crossed breeds’ on one 
side, and that equally false theory of 
“ in-and-in-breeding” on the other side. 

But he bas by too much learning al- 
lowed himself to be “ mystified,” and 
hecome one of that ancient but still ex- 
istent sect, ‘‘the blind leading the blind.”’ 
I beg you will be careful how you let 
my name transpire, lest I should be ex- 
posed as intruding still more and more 
upon the doctor’s domain, and have some 
learned corporation bestowing the title of 
LL.D. upoa me. 








For the Farmers’ Magazine. 
CORN IN NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 
BY D. L. HARVEY, EPPING, N. H. 


Mr. Eprror :—With your permission, | 


T will here make a statement of some im- 
provement I have made on a piece of land 
the past year, and also the amount of a 
crop of corn grown on the same, thinking 
it perhaps would be interesting to some 
of your readers. I will endeavor to be 
as brief as possible. 

Land one hundred and fifty rods. In 
1849 the farm came into my possession. 
This piece formerly had been in a field, 
but had become exhausted and turned to 
pasture for some years; how many I do 
not know. In 1850 it was plowed in 
the spring and planted with potatoes 
without manure. The yield was small, 
not more than paying for the labor. The 
next year it was sown with barley with 
no better success. At the same time clover 
seed was sown, which set very well. The 
next year it was turned to pasture 
again. 

In the fall of 1856 I thought of mak- 
ing another attempt to improve it by a 
fall plowing, and see what effect it 
would have on the soil or the crop. In 
November I applied twenty loads of com- 
post, {a cart of forty bushels,) and im- 
mediately plowed it in with a side hill 
plow five inches deep. The middle of 
May last it was well harrowed, and the 
28d planted with corn, five kernels in a 


| hill, rows 8 ft. 6 in., hills 2 ft. 6 in, as. 
sunder. As soon as it was up I applied 
two bushels plaster to the corn. The 
cultivator was run through three times. 
| and it was hoed twice. The middle of 

September the stalks were topped and 
| well cured, It was harvested the 20th 
of October. The corn at harvest was as 
dry as corn usually is, dryer than most 
corn in our vicinity this year. 

I have endeavored here to ascertain 
the difference between the harvest mea- 
sure of corn and the actual dry or mark- 
et measure. 

I had ninety baskets of good corn, 
weighing 57 lbs. each, making 5,130 lbs., 
allowing 70 Ibs. to the bushel, making 7: 
bush. and 2lbs. I placed one basket on 





warm chamber to dry. 
December I weighed again to see wha! 
the shrinkage was; whole weight Dec. 
12th. 4,005 lbs. A basket was shelled, 
and made by measure 56 bushels and | 
peck of shelled corn. The corn was 
weighed and made 58 bush. and 37 lbs., 
allowing 5€ lbs. to the bushel according 
to the statute of N. H. Weight of cob 


cob and 3,285 Ibs.of corn. _ 
I make up the account by weight 


| thus: 

Fifty-eight bushels of cqrn, . $58 00 

Top stalks and buts equal to 
two tonsof Hay, . . . 18 00 

Half-bushel beans and 1 load 
pumpkins, ery 2 00 
Eight baskets small corn, » pouiace ae 00 
$80 00 

Whole expense of cultivation, 
interest, &c.,-  . 81 39 
Balance, $48 61 61 


I have charged nothing for the manure 
in the yard, but the labor of drawing 
and spreading, and claim no better rent 
on the land, which now appears equa! to 
fifty per cent. It will be sown to wheat 
and clover in the spring without man- 
ure. Ihave charged one dollar per day 





for labor, board included. 


the 20th of October, spread thin, in a , 
The 12th of 


8lbs. to the basket, making 720 Ibs. of 
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But some of your readers may wish to 
know the situation of the land. It lays 
on a northerly slope of a red oak hill, 
exposed to the north and west. When 
plowed in 1850 it was quite light col- 
ored, a mellow loam. In 1856 it had 
become a good deal darker, and quite 
mellow. It contains a few round stones, 
or boulders, and is underlayed with a 
kind of rotton stone or ledge, that, when 
detached with the plow, readily decom- 
poses by the frost, rain and air. 

The last winter it was blown clear 
from snow and exposed to the severe 
frosts of winter. I have no doubt but 
the frost penetrated to the depth of three 
feet, breaking the soil, which, in part, I 
think accounts for the change in the soil 
and crop. 

We like just such particular, yet brief 
statements as the above. Our Western 
and Southern friends will pity, perchance, 
our small way of farming in these North- 
ern regions, when we talk about a single 
acre, but never mind, we have some 
good things which they have not, and 
we are bound to go a-head, and improve 
upon such advantages as we have. 


Our correspondent, we think, should 
have charged his compost to that field, 
at its fair value. It mu7t have cost him 
labor, if nothing more, previously to its 
removal; and we do not like any calcu- 
lation which seems to imply that farm 
labor—all of it—is not to be paid for. 


“Where there’s a will there’s a way,” 
is as true of the farmer as of the mer- 
chant or the mechanic. Charge to the 
farm what you do on it, and if you read, 
think and improve, you will make it 
pay. 

We can not endure the thought that 
farming should be regarded as an unpaid 
drudgery. It must pay, and pay a pro- 
fit too, if you work it right, and that, 
although your produce should not always 
be so high that none but the rich can 
afford to use it freely.—Ep. 
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NEW OXFORDSHIRE SHEEP. 
By Jous M. Lanmovrs, in the Wool Growers’ Re- 
porter. 

Messrs. Eprrors :—Among the great 
advantages of the agricultural press to 
the farmer, is the rapidity with which it 
informs him of improvements or diseov- 
eries in his profession. The introduc- 
tion of an improvement, formerly the 
work of a life, is now made known in a 
week, all over the land, by the omni- 
presence of printing. Zhen, the thought- 
ful farmer groped his way slowly by the 
light of his experience; now, the agri- 
cultural press brings to his aid the ex- 
perience of millions of other minds; 
knowledge runs, and improvements, vi- 
tal to the farmer’s success, formerly re- 
stricted and hindered in their progress, 
now become the common property of the 
mass. The best modes of culture, the 
most recently improved implements, and 
the most profitable farm stock, are thus 
brought at once within the reach of the 
farmer; his best apology for thriftless- 
ness is taken away, and his ignorance of 
his art shown to be no longer a misfor- 
tune, but fault. It is true that the good 
seed of agricultural truth, sown broad- 
cast by the press, falls, like the blessing 
of heaven, upon the evil as well as on 
the good. Somefalls on the frivolous and 
unthinking mind, too shallow for its sus- 
tenance, and it is withered. Some falls 
on the very hard and stony ground of 
fogyism, from which it bounds off and 
is lost; and yet some, very much, falls 
on the more congenial soil of honest, ac- 
tive minds, where, carefully pondered 
and judiciously applied to the business 
of life, it brings forth the —— 
fruits of agricultural prosperity. y 
farmers owe their success, and some 
their fortunes, to some useful informa- 
tion, some valuable suggestions or happy 
thoughts from their agricultural paper. 
The grateful acknowledgment of such 
obligations on the of ihe farmer, 
would be but simpic tustice to those whe, 
in editorial labor, devote their lives to 
the advancement of his interests. I am 
myself under frequent obligation to your 
Cultivator, which I think, - — of 
informatioa, reliability, and cheapness, 
unsurpassed, I often make it my ape ide, 
and it has never misied me. But my 
principal object in writing at present is 
to report to you the result of an oo oo 
ment into I was led by the Culti- 
vator. 
The raising of fine wool has long been, 
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here, unprofitable, and while considering 
what stock I would substitute, I noticed 
occasional articles in the Cultivator from 
those who had recently purchased the 
sheep called the New Oxfordshire, des- 
cribing them as just the variety I wanted. 
[ had never seen them, but relying on 
the representations of them, at last de- 
termined to venture on a smal} purchase, 
and ordered from John T. Andrew, Esq., 
of West Cornwall, Ct., a pair of New 
xfordshire lambs. In due time they 
reached me in good order, and gave me 
an agreeable surprise. My highest ex- 
pectations were more than realized. I 
had seen beautiful animals at our fairs, 
and noticed the sheep particularly, but 
had never seen anything approaching the 
appearance of these beautiful animals. 
They were only seven months old, and 
weighed two hundred and fifty-five 
pounds. They had great square forms, 
short limbs set wide apart, long, white, 
silky wool, small bones, fine little heads, 
large prominent eyes, and most intelli- 
gent countenances. ‘They were perfect- 
ly gentle, would not roam, and loved to 
be petted. With ordinary care they grew 
rapidly through the winter, and on the 
11th of April the ewe lamb, not then a 
nner surprised me with a fine male 
lamb. 

About the first of June my two lambs 
were shorn, and yielded twenty-one 
pounds of clean and beautiful wool, about 
a foot long, a specimen of which I send 
enclosed. At the shearing, my buck, a 
year old, weighed 168 pounds. The in- 
fant lamb, eight weeks old, weighed 48 
pounds. 

On the 2lst of August they were 
weighed again. The yearling buck 
weighed 190 pounds, the nursing year- 
ling ewe weighed 180 pounds, and their 
baby, four months and nine days old, 
weighed 100 pounds. 

In the month of September I was 
obliged to shut them up at night on ac- 
count of dogs, and they lost weight,— 
the buck 20 lbs., and the lamb 10 Ibs.,— 


While attending the fairs they gained 


nothing. They now have their liberty, 
and are gaining finally. On the last of 
October last, they weighed, notwithstand- 
ing their confinement, the yearling buck 
190 Ibs., the ewe 160 Ibs., and the little 
one 125 Ibs. 

I exhibited my lambs at our County 
fair, and also at the fair of Jefferson 
county. They took prizes at both,— 
They have a great many visitors, who 


€ 





pronounce them the finest they ever saw 
I am fully satisfied with them, and intend 
to procure an addition to my flock. They 
are so large, hardy, prolific, and as ob. 
jects of taste, so ornamental, that they 
must prove profitable. ; 





From the New-England Farmer. 
HAY CAPS. 


We have used hay caps for several 
years, and have no more doubt about the 
economy of such use than we have about 
the economy of cutting the grass after it 
is grown, or of cocking it after it is cut. 
The abuse which has been heaped upon 
the use of hay caps is like that bestow- 
ed upon keeping manure under cover, or 


of gradual deep plowing, and springs 


from those miserable prejudices which 
some cling to as to life itself. Some of 
these persons stoutly aver that a piece of 
cotton cloth is no sort of protection to 
hay, that it will become wet through in 
a few moments, and yet they may be 
seen plodding about with an old cotton 
umbrella over them for hours together, 
with their heads as innocent of rain as 
they are of fairness and observation. 
There are few men but have had an oppor- 
tunity of seeing the effects of hay caps with 
their own eyes, if they would but open 
them and look. A set of thirty hay caps 
will more than pay for themselves ina 
single summer such as the last was, on 
a farm where twenty tons of hay is cut. 

An excellent hay cap may be made of 
Jour yards of twilled cotton cloth, a yard 
wide, by sewing two breadths together, 
which will give a cap six feet square, 
and that is sufficiently large to be han- 
dled comfortably. They should be well 
hemmed, and each corner turned over 
about one inch and sewed down; into 
these twine should be tied.to form loops 
for the pegs. The pegs may be made of 
white pine, and should be at least fifteen 
inches long, and whittled out smooth and 
sharp at one end. 

Such caps need no paint, and when 
placed on a cock of hay that is made up 
tall and peaked at the top, and the side 
well raked down, will almost entirely 
protect it from a rain-storm of three 
or four days; and we huve known hay 
and grain kept quite dry with such a 
cap, when the storm had continued for 
seven days ! 

We have little sympathy with those 
who rail inst the introduction of 
everything Grout upon the farm that 
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a 
was not there fifty years ago; but we 
have considerable for the animals under 
their care who are to subsist upon their 
fodder. “I object!” seems to be as na- 
tural to some persons as the breath of 
their nostrils; they do not stop to in- 
vestigate, but as they yee/ like objecting, 
out it comes, “I object!” 

Well, every weed, however useless it 


BREEDS OF 





may seem to us, undoubtedly Aas its use, 
and serves some good purpose, though 
it may be hidden from our view—and 
these objectors may stand in the same 
category——so we will try to believe that 
some valuable lesson may be drawn from 
their objections, and exert ourselves to 
find out what it is, 


>. 


CATTLE.—DEVONS. 





ALDERNEY COW. 


Here is another Alderney, sister, we 
suspect, to the one we profiled last 
month, Bating our mistake, now cor- 
rected, in ascribing the richness of a cer- 
tain cow’s milk to the Alderney blood, 
when it belongs, for what it is worth, to 
another breed, we remain in statu quo 
as to the peculiar merit and the strong 
demerits of the Alderneys; and we re- 
produce the above simulacrum of “the 
race, with the hope that our readers will 
gaze on it till fully satisfied to have no- 
thing to de with them, except for the 
one-cow purpose of supplying the family 
with extraordinarily good milk at all 
times, For such as are willing to sacri- 
fice all other good qualities to that one, 
the Alderney is the very thing. Who- 
ever would commend them for any other 








quality, or would commingle their blood 
with our general stock, we think, should 
be voted an enemy to his country. 
Below is represented a working-ox 
anda milch cow of the Devon breed. 
No matter whose they are; for we are 
grinding nobedy’s:ax. Our object is to 
represent medium samples. These 
plates represent cattle thin in flesh, and 
in general appearance far inferior to 
North Devons, exhibited by Col. Capron, 
of Illinois, Mr. Osborn, of Otsego Co., 
N. Y., and many other breeders whom 
we could name. Our impression of 
them, made by what we have seen and 
heard, both in England and this country, 
is that for any region where the forage 
and climate are but ordinarily favorable, 
these are the best cattle that have yet 
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been imported. A general impression | large, it is true, as with some other 
is that they are small. Col. Capron’s | races. But we have yet to learn that 
cattle, exhibited at some of the western | the largest cattle are the best. We do 
shows in 1856, demonstrated that with | not believe they are, except for peculiar. 
perfectly pure blood, and that perfection | ly favored regions; nor are we yet quite 
of form for which most of this breed are | certain that this exception need be made 
remarkable, size can be obtained ; good | in favor of the Durhams. 

size, large, we will say, though not as It should be understood that our cuts 








DEVON WORKING OX. 


represent the general characteristics | much the most common in this country, 
of the Devons at large. The North | are an improvement upon this, of finer 
Devons, which, so far as we know, are | mould, plump, clean, having all the im- 


My, 


suey 8 
an : 

















, bit 


> 


| ey 
.) —* “ - % # e. 
i” 4 Rye i Lie. “ POL, _ 
a 4 aol ag 


DEVON cow. 
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as generally to predominate in any | object and looks doubtfully at it; his 


CTOSS. 


In milking properties we believe them | centricity ; the fear is communicated to 


fair, at least, but, like most other breeds, 
varying greatly. The Devon cow of Mr. 
Buckminster, which we unwittingly 
characterized in our last as an Alderney, 
is undoubtedly a remarkable milker. 
We have known others inferior. Our 
impression is that they are more remark- 
able for the quality than for the quantity 
of their milk, and are, on the whole, 
medium, or a little more, as milkers. 

For the yoke nothing can exceed the 
Devons, unless it be the old red cattle of 
New-England. With these we have 
worked down many a summer’s sun in 
the field; we remember them like old 
friends ; and we hardly feel like admit- 
ting that anything can beat them. 

It is enough to say that the Devons 
are like them, spry as horses, strong as 
giants, docile, always ready to do one’s 
bidding. If there is anything for which 
man should be peculiarly grateful to the 
giver of all things, 1é is for the services 
of the horse, and, hardly less, for those 
of the ox. 





CURE FOR SHYING, 
_ Ira lady’s horse be addicted to shy- 
ing, | will give her a sure and simple 
cure for the same; one which I have 
never known to fail. Let us, for in- 
stance, suppose the existence of a large 
heap of stones on the near side of the 
road. The horse sees an indistinet gray 


object, and prepares to shy at it. The- 


moment he shows such symptoms, let 
his fair rider turn both her eyes on ex- 
actly the opposite side of the road, (7. ¢. 
the off side) and look steadily away from 
the offending heap, and I'll engage that 
the horse will walk quietly by. 

For many years I have ridden horses 
of all tempers and dispositions, some of 
them much given to shying, and have 
never yet found this simple remedy to 
fail in its eect. Let those who scoff at 
me try it. The reason is this. The hu- 
man eye, has, doubtless, a great influence 
on all animals, and there is a strong and 
secret sympathy between the horse and 
nis rider; the horse sees an indistinct 


| 


rider becomes alarmed, imagining that 
the animal is going to commit some ec- 


| the animal, and he starts in terror from 
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the object which has frightened him ; 
whereas, if he finds that his rider sits 
unmoved and unconcernedly he’ regains 
his confidence, and goes on, “in the 
eyen tenor of his way.” I believe that 
one-half of our horses are ruined for life 
by being “hit over the hee 1” by grooms 
to cure them of shying. 





HARD TIMES—YANKEE CONTRI- 
VANCES—CHINESE SORGHUM 
,.—SYSTEMATIC FARMING. 


BY JOHN A. MONTGOMERY, WILLIAMSPORT, PA. 

Your January number is received, and 
although you have nearly deserted my 
business, yet I wish to see you once a 
month. Having often desired to write 
to you on various matters, I shall not 
promise to be short or long, knowing 
that when you get tired of reading you 
can stop. I had intended to give you 
an account of the lumber business of this 


| section, but have not had time te collect 
reliable statistics, having been busy get- 


ting people in our debt, trying to collect, 


and fighting hard to supply our hands 








with clothing and food. The fact is the 


shops here shut up; but as I had found 


from experience that an idle man re- 
quired food as well as one employed, I 
said to our hands that we would work 
on as long as we got food and clothing, 
and when one starved we all would, and 
I believe none have gone hungry as yet. 
But, sir, I can almost say, that so far as 


‘our usual business is concerned, “ our 


occupation’s gone,” yet you know “ne- 
cessity is the mother of invention,” and 
‘“we three” being Yankees, and two of 
us of that miserable class called invent- 
ors, and seeing men’s fingers doing what 
machinery should, we got. up some little 
machines, (to surprise the Dutch,) and 
they sell. : 

. Last spring, having no garden, I gave 
one of our hands seeds of the Chinese 
sugar cane, which he planted eight feet 
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by sixteen, and by using a pair of rolls 
we happened to have in the shop, he ex- 
tracted the juice and boiled it down to a 
good, very thick syrup, which measured 
three gallons, or at the rate of one thou- 


i 
sand and twenty gallons per acre. This | 


speaks large, but it is true, [ having seen 
the syrup myself. He made a little into 
tolerable sugar. 

If I live I shall the coming season 
have a garden, and intend to raise a suf- 
ficient quantity of cane to test the mat- 
ter fairly and make some sweetening. 
And { shall make this offer to others 
here; “If they will raise cane, I will 
make a three-roller mill and allow them 
to use it without charge.” If ‘ cotton 
is king,” sugar shall not be, if I can help 
it. Let me suggest one thing; having 
seen several experiments, I am led to 
conclude that the cane should not be 
planted on very rich soil, for the reason 


that when so planted it does not suff- | 


ciently mature before frost. 

Now, sir, I am going to be very pre- 
sumptuous—to differ from Mr. Manny 
on the subject of steam plowing. In the 
first place I feel satisfied a good steam 
plow can be built at a fraction of the 
cost stated by Mr. Manny. In the next 


piace I believe it would pay on many of | 


our Western farms, but not on the 
patchwork farms on which that curse of 
the farmer (inside fences) are made to 
cover the best land. Now I am just so 
confident in the matter, that if I live I 
will probably try it, and can say, if I 
don’t succeed, it will be the first time I 
have failed in inventing, except once 
when a boy. I used to be told I could 
lift myself over the fence by my breeches. 
Perhaps I can; I never tried. 

I have often thought I would like to 
give you a letter on “Systematic Farm- 
ing,” and if possible induce farmers to 
try a plan I adopted in old Dutchess. 
In the first place make a map of the 
farm, numbering each lot. Next in a 
small book open an account with each 


‘lot with the labor, seed, manure, ete., 
| which has gone on the lot, and credit the 
| lot with what comes off of it. Then in 
| the winter figure up and see what pays 
| and what does not. 

Again I would like to make a caleula- 
| tion as to the cost in all points of inside 
| fences, and let the farmers look at it. 
But I must stop or we will both be 
| tired out. Put my thoughts where you 
please, not excepting the stove. 

That is right; figure up the cost of 
inside fences, and show that most farm- 
ers have twice too many of them, and 
we will put it into the stove, or other 
where if it shall be adapted to enlighten 
our readers.—Ep. 








SORGHUM AND IMPHEE. 

| As there has been considerable dis- 
| cussion as to the relative value of the ri 
val sugar plants, the Sorgho and the Im- 
| phee, we give an extract of a letter from 
| Governor Hammond, of South Carolina, 
| now a Senator at Washington from that 
| State, to a person in this city. Refer. 
ring to the Imphee, he says: 

: “T think these seeds well 
| worth distributing. They produce a su- 
gar cane at least equal to the Sorgho in 
all respects, and some of them are twice 
the size. I am inclined to think we 
shall ultimately find several of them (ri- 
pening at different periods) superced iii 
the Sorghe altogether. 

“T plant this year sixty acres of the 
cane; of these four will be planted in 
Sorgho and the remainder in Imphee. 

“Yours respectfully, 
“J. H. Hasmonp. 

“Wasuineton, Jan. 13, 1858.” 


It is quite possible that the smaller 
varieties of the Imphee may be better 
for the north, and the larger for the 
south. We incline to the opinion that 
for northern latitudes the Sorghum wil! 
surpass the Imphee. But we would ad- 





lot, and then every night charge each 





vise farmers to try these varieties of the 
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Imphee, of which there are some ten dif- 
ferent ones, but in such a way as to 
cause themselyes no serious loss. if un- 
successful. —Ep. 

DEPRECIATION. 


A rarmer in Wilmington, says the 
Vermont Phenix, has recently sold a 
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pair of oxen, weighing about 8,740 
pounds, at four and a half cents a pound, 
for which he was offered six in Septem- 
ber. Another sold a pair for $150, 
being fifty dollars less thah the same 
cattle were estimated to be worth three 
months since. Butter has been sold in 
the same town for fifteen and a half to 
twenty cents. 





—_— 2 % ¢ <i — 


Horticultural. 


CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY. 
FLOWERS, 

Bulbs placed in pots and covered over 
as recommended last month, may be 
brought, some of them, every few days 
into the parlor or green-house to bloom. 
They should be kept as near the window 
as possible, if in the parlor; and the 
soil in the pots must be kept moist. As 
they advance in growth the quantity of 
water may be increased. 

The Greenhouse.— For greenhouses 
kept only just so warm as to exclude 
frost, the directions in last month’s Cal- 
endar apply equally to this month also. 

Where it is wished to bring plants 
forward for early bloom, the tempera- 
ture must not be allowed to fall below 
45° or 50° Far., at night; and in the 
day the sun will raise ithigher. In such 
a house flowering shrubs may be brought 
forward for bloom: as Lilacs, Roses, 
Spireas, Weigelias, Jasmine, Forsythias, 
and many others; Deutzia Graecilis 
among them, being one of the most desir- 
able, Syringing in the morning in sunny 
days, will tend to keep down insects in 
a warm house of this kind, and benefit 
the plants. Camellias and Azalias will 
expand their blooms also in such tempe- 
rature. Give a little air at the top of 
the house in mild days for a few hours 
only. 

Geraniums should be shifted into large 
pots to bloom. A compost of light loam 
and decayed stable manure with a little 
white sand will suit them. The old ball 


of earth should not be broken in re-pot- 








ting them; and they will not require 
much water for three weeks until the 
roots get through the new compost. 
Only keep the soil moist. As they ad-_ 
vance in growth tie out the shoots to 
sticks, so as to spread the head of the 
plant, and let light and air into the 
middle.. Syringe them freely, daily, to 
encourage growth and keep down green 
fly. They are best kept at a maximum 
temperature of 50° for six weeks to come. 
After that rather warmer. 

Fuchsias, towards the end of the 
month, may be treated in the same way. 
One third vegetable or leaf mould added 
to the Geranium compost will suit them. 
Treat them like the Geraniums. 

Annuals, such as Alyssum, Mignon- 
ette, Stocks, Candytuft, Sweet Peas, 
Nemophila, and many others may be 
sown in pots, to bloom in them, or to 
turn out at the breaking up of. winter 
in order to forward the bloom in the 
parterre. 

KITCHEN GARDEN. 

Lettuces, Radishes, Mustard, and other 
small salad, as well as Cauliflowers, and 
early Cabbages may be sown in hot-beds, 
or in cold frames, according as it is want- 
ed to have them early, or for succession. 

Rhubarb or Pie-plant may be forced 
by turning a large flower pot ora half 
barrel over the crown of the root, and 
then heaping upon the bed a quantity of 
manure, fresh from the stable yard. Put 
it a foot. thick or more around.and. over 
the barrel; and watch after ten days 
for the crop, by raising the barrel every 
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few days. It will depend on the weather 
and the quantity of manure laid on. 

Give air daily for a few hours to all 
plants in cool frames when the external 
temperature is above freezing; and re- 
move any decayed leaves from Lettuce 
or Cabbage plants, stirring between them 
with a pointed stick to keep the surface 
soil open and to let it dry freely. 

Grape Vines should be pruned the end 
of this month, if they were not done in 
the fall. De not prune them during 
severe frost ; but it is better to prune the 
Grape too early than too late in spring. 

Ourrants and Gooseberries should be 
pruned. Keep the center of them open. 
Have a certain number of clean branches 
aceording to the strength of the plant; 
and cut in all side growths on these to 
within an inch, or rather more, of the 
branch. These will bear fruit spurs next 
year. 

Apples and Pears may be pruned as 
soon as the severest of the winter’s frost 
breaks up. 


INSECTS, FLOWERS, LANDSCAPE 
GARDENING. 


In copying the following extracts from 
a very able report of a Committee of the 
Massachusetts Horticultural Society, we 
are aware that we do injustice to the 
_ committee by severing these portions 
from others, but we do it with a view to 
present our readers with what we con- 
sider the most instructive parts. There 
is no more effective way of teaching how 
to do a thing, than to show how others 
have done it. 

Landscape gardening is a beautiful 
art. Flowers everybody should cultivate. 
They are a living presence, connecting 
man with whatever is pure and elevat- 
ing. Fruits! who would not have them? 
Health giving, they exhilarate but not 
intoxicate. Would that our country 
could be so full of innocent pleasures 
and harmless luxuries, as to diminish 
many fold the temptation to hurtful in- 
dulgencies. 

What a paradise of delights is such a 











home as are some of those described be. 
low! The city is a mass of deformity 
compared with it. Those who have 
money to spend can make such homes, 
and lay the world under obligation to 
them for doing it. But what is a more 
comforting thought to us is, that the 
well-managed farm, with its orchard, jts 
plot for vegetables and its little flower 
garden, its buildings, and enclosures ql! 
neat, though cultivated for profit more 
than for ornament, is-nevertheless beau. 
tiful. Its flowers and fruits and tastef,| 
arrangements do not render its staples 
less abundant or less valuable. They 
only add pleasure to profit. God and man 
have conspired to make the well arrang- 
ed, highly cultivated farm beautiful, 
and it is beautiful. But hear what the 
committee say. 


On Tuesday, January 6th, the com- 
mittee visited the grapery of Mr. M. H. 
Simpson, in Saxonville. The weather 
was clear and cold, the thermometer 
standing at zero out of doors, and the 
change from the freezing atmosphere 
without to the genial warmth of the 
greenhouse could not fail to be agreeable, 
while the beauty and novelty of seeing 
at such an inclement season the clusters 
of ripe grapes hanging overhead, could 
scarcely fail to produce the most pleas- 
ing impressions, 

The grapery of Mr. Simpson was built 
in 1848 ; the house is span-roofed, 66 feet 
in length, with a border inside and out; 
it is divided by a glass partition into two 
equal parts, each house containing twen- 
ty-two vines, thus enabling Mr. Simpson 
to bring the vines into bearing at dif- 
ferent seasons. The vines grown were 
Syrian, Hamburghs, Muscats, Black 
Prince, Zinfindal, Frontignans and Mac- 
ready’s Early, and in vigor and luxuriant 
growth could not well be surpassed. 
The theory of Mr. Simpson is too well- 
known to need comment, and in the opin- 
ion of the committee the experiment he 


has so fully tried has been crowned with 


the most satisfactory results and com- 
plete success. 

The time required to fully ripen grapes 
averages from four and a half to five 
months; and thus, leaving a month for 


the full ripening of the wood, a crop | 


might be matured once in every six 
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HORTICU 
months. Mr. Simpson’s ‘practice, how- 
ever, is to allow the vine to grow natu- 
rally without forcing every other year, 
thus preventing any exhaustion which 
might ensue from continued forcing. 

The committee can not but express 
their gratification at this visit, and trust 
that the time is not far distant when 
grapes will be as plenty in our markets, 
during the inclement winter months, as 
in the more sunny summer seasons. 

Our next visit was on Wednesday, 
June 28th, to the estate of H. H. Hun- 
newell in West Needham. The situation 
is unsurpassed, being on the banks of 
Lake Wabaan, a beautiful sheet of water, 
which, unlike most of our New-England 
lakes, has high, bold shores, its banks 
being thus peculiarly fitted for residen- 
ces. The estate consists of about two 
hundred acres, most beautifully laid out 
in garden, lawn, woodland and orchard. 
The house is approached by two avenues 
on either side of the lawn, each seven- 
teen feet in width; the one bordered 
with white pines, silver maples and 
larches, the other with native deciduous 
trees, magnolias and Pinus excelsa. 

Here a pleasant surprise awaited us ; 
baskets of magnificent grapes, mammoth 
strawberries, the famous Stanwick nec- 
tarines, peaches and figs were set before 
us, and resolving ourselves into a fruit 
committee we did ample justice to the 
merits of the fruit and to Mr. Hunne- 
well’s kind and liberal hospitality. Next, 
passing some thriving specimens of the 
magnolia in front of the house, and beds 
of roses, verbenas, and justicié, we visit- 
ed the fruit garden and greenhouses, 
marked by the same characteristic neat- 
ness. Here we found the choicest straw- 
berries, each variety in its separate bed ; 
blackberries, currants, raspberries, and 
pear, apple and plum trees, growing 
most vigorously and fruiting abundantly. 
Taking a hasty view of the greenhouses. 
from which most of the fruit had been 
cut, we passed on to a peach house just 
erected, where we found the trees looking 
finely, In one of the graperies a pecu- 
liar manner of wiring is well worthy of 
note and imitation; the wire being fast- 
ened to one end of the house is drawn 
across to the opposite end and fastened, 
to a large screw which is passed through 
the end wall; a small nut upon this 
screw permits the wire to be loosened or 
tightened according to the expansion or 
contraction caused oe heat and cold; the 
neatness and simplicity of this arrange- 
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ment are commendable. Stopping for a 
moment to notice some fine trees of the 
famous Stanwick nectarine, we turned 
towards a small building on the brow of 
the hill overlooking the lake, where we 
were shown a small steam engine of six 
horse power, by means of which the corn 
is ground, wood sawed, and water pump- 
ed from the lake into large reservoirs In 
the barn, whence it is distributed by 
pipes all over the garden, so that in a dry 
season the labor of watering is compara- 
tively small. We were informed that in 
order to keep the place supplied with 
wood and water it was only found neces- 
sary to work the engine for a few hours 
each week; altogether this seemed the 
most perfect arrangement for saving labor 
and trouble which it had been our for- 
tune to see. Thence we turned to view 
a noticeable feature of the place, far 
more interesting in a botanical or horti- 
cultural light ; the choice evergreens and 
deciduous trees and shrubs imported by 
Mr. Hunnewell, and which, though as yet 
young, gave promise of a vigorous fu- 
ture. : 

In conclusion, the committee would 
not have it supposed that in a condensed 
report they can do justice to a place like 
Mr. Hunnewell’s. What has been writteu 
can only show what can be accomplished 
in a short time, by care, industry, and 
judicious expenditure of money. Six 
years ago Mr. Hunnewell’s estate was a 
pitch pine forest, the soil barren, and the 
place only possessing the advantage of 
situation, By the judicious application 
of manures, and the admixture of peat 
from a meadow near by with the native 
sandy soil, it has been brought into its 
present fertile. condition; and the com- 
mittee can not refrain from expressin 
their entire satisfaction, not only wi 
the means employed, but also at the re- 
sults, both apparent and perspective. 

On Wednesday, July 8th, the commit- 
tee, by invitation of Henry W. Fuller, 
Esq., Treasurer of the Board of Trus- 
tees, visited Woodlawn Cemetery in Mal- 
den. The ground already laid out con- 
sists of about one hundred acres, pleas- 
ingly diversified by hill and dale, and 
offering variety in wood and meadow. - 

Approaching the Cemetery from Chel- 
sea we were at once struck with the 
neatness which marks the roads and 
avenues. The entrance is through a 
tasteful gateway, with porter’s lodge on 
either side, and it is shaded by trees, the 
original growth of the place. Turning 









































92 HORTICULTURAL. 











to the right we were pleased to observe 
the attention paid to flowering shrubs ; 
among which we noticed deutzias, maho- 
nias, azaleas, wegelia, and rhodondendrons 
in great variety ; the latter seem to grow 
in the greatest luxuriance, and intermin- 
gled with Kalmia latifolia, will soon in 
many places form large masses, the effect 
of which can not fail to be most striking 
and beautiful; and the committee can 
not but express their surprise that these 
two of our most lovely and hardy flow- 
ering shrubs, alike beautiful in foliage 
and flower, should be so rarely cultivat- 
ed and so little known. 

The trees of Woodlawn form one of 
its distinguishing features ; they are of 
every species which our woods afford, 
and those of foreign birth which our 
severe winters permit to be naturalized. 
Oaks of many kinds, walnuts, maples, 
beeches and kindred trees mingle with 
the choicer foreign deciduous trees and 
evergreens. The tupelo, one of our most 
beautiful forest trees, also abounds, and 
forms clumps of great beauty in many 
places. 

Paths and avenues of the most solid 
construction have been laid out in pleas- 
ing curves, each turn affording some new 
prospect; and what is most worthy of 
comment, the construction of all the 
walks is such, and so perfect is the sys- 
tem of drainage, that even in the most 
violent rains they wash but little, thus 
materially reducing the expense and la- 
bor of keeping them in repair. From 
many points most lovely vistas stretch 
through the wood, and small ponds with 
fountains, here and there interspersed, 
give new beauty to spots already lovely 
and attractive by nature. Rustic arches 
covered with native vines, growing with 
wild luxuriance, the avenues; and 
arbors embow in trailing climbers 
peep out at convenient points. The view 
from the higher ground is extensive and 
pleasing; we see the neighboring vil- 
lages, each nestling in a canopy of wood, 
and catch not unfrequent glimpses of the 
distant ocean. 

The committee can not but feel their 
indebtedness to Mr. Fuller for the kind- 
ness and cou with which he treated 
them, and most fully commend the good 
taste which characterizes vag d part of 
the grounds. In his labors Mr. Fuller 
has an able and zealous assistant in Mr. 
Cruikshank, the superintendent, whose 

judicious labors have done much to beau- 
tify Woodlawn. 


| A visit te Woodlawn can not fail to be 
| satisfactory to all who love the beaut; 
| of nature, only so far fettered by art a; 
| to enable it to shine with truer love}. 
| ness; and the growing disposition in th, 
| community at large to render pleasing 
and attractive the’ resting-place of the 
| departed, while it takes little from the 
| sadness of bereavement, can not fail to 
exercise a salutary influence on the pub- 
lic mind. Well pleased with their visi 
the committee left Woodlawn feeling hoy 
much taste may accomplish towards 
making even the sad things of nature 
shine in lovely and attractive guise. 

A pleasant ride of about an hour, on 
the morning of July 30th, brought us to 
the station at Randolph, where we found 
carriages in waiting to convey us to the 
place of C. 8. Holbrook, Esq., which is 
situated in East Randolpb, about two 
miles from the railroad. 

In the fruit garden the dwarf apple 
trees appeared far better than any the 
committee had seen elsewhere; many 
of the trees being well filled with fruit. 
The greenhouses are three in number; 
one used as a peach house, connected 
with which is a pit for vegetables; the 
two others being appropriated , exclu- 
sively to grapes. 

The season of peaches being almost 
past, we only found two trees from 
which the fruit had not been gathered ; 
the growth of all the trees was vigorous 
and the trees healthy. The vegetable 
house or pit has, during the present sea- 
son, been used entirely for forcing cu- 
cumbers ; and though the vines were, as 
we were assured by the gardener, long 
past their prime, yet the abundant fruit 
still clinging to them gave evidence of 
flow of sap which would have done 
credit to younger vines. The two other 
graperies are each sixty feet long by 
twenty wide; one of these is divided by 
a glass partition into two equal portions, 
in order to force the vines at different 
periods. The principal grapes grown 
are the Museat in variety, Hamburghs, 
Frantignans, White Chesselas, and Black 
Prince ; the size of the berries was good, 
and their flavor excellent; the vines 
were in fine condition, being free from 
disease, with a clear rich foliage. Much 
credit is due to Mr. Walsh, gardener to 
Mr. Holbrook, for the skill and attention 
everywhere exhibited, and for the neat- 
ness and artistic merit of the flower gar- 
den, and the committee can not but 
i think that were the same care bestowed 
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on flowers in general, gardening could _ mend them above others —_ and bet- 


not fail to acquire a new charm. | 
On Tuesday and Wednesday, August | 


| ter known. 


Two noble kel pear 
trees, loaded with fruit, were noticeable 


o5th and 26th, the Secretary, in com- | objects, as the largest and finest sf eci- 
pany with another gentleman of the | mens of the kind it had been the fortune 
committee, made visits to the following | of the committee to see. 


places visited by the Committee in July. | 


The following prizes and gratuities, 


A pleasant ride brought us to the gar- | among others, were awarded: 


den of Galvin & Hogan in Somerville, | 
where the growth of the trees and their | 
healthy appearance gave good evidence | 
ofa rich and well cultivated soil. The | 
flower garden was not in as fine condi- | 
tion as we had been led to expect, though | 
the heavy rains of the preceding fort- 
night were mainly the cause of the dis- | 
order. The pears were in good bearing, | 
especially the Easter Beurré, Louise 

ponne de Jersey, Bartlett and Duchess 

d'Angouleme; while a heavy crop of to- 

matoes gave evidence that in vegetables 

Somerville is not at all behind the neigh- 

boring towns. As a matter of course 

there was but little of interest in the 

flower houses at this season, all the 

plants being arranged out of doors; but 

an examintation of the camellias, ericas, 

epacris and azaleas, was fully satisfac- 

tory, and afforded proof of the care which 

produced such abundance of promising 
buds and rich luxuriance of foliage. 

By a walk of half an hour we reached 
the well known establishment of the 
Messrs. Hovey, so often described in the 
reports of the Garden Committee. The 
pears were in full beanty and afforded 
no evidence of lack of attention of care- 
ful, well-lirected pruning. In the green- 
house a fine collection of achimenes and 
some beautiful specimens of Cissus dis- 
color were worthy of notice; we also 
found Psidium calleyanum in fruit, and 
were informed that from the fruit of half 
a dozen small trees a couple of boxes of 
guava age | were manufactured last 
year. In the open border the Japan 
lilies were just bursting into bloom, and 
some fine new phloxs showed in full 
glory. 

The well known country-seat of Jona- 
than French, Esq., was next on our list; 
and we need only say that in every res- 
pect it maintains its previous reputation ; 
the greenhouse plants and flower garden 
were in fine order, and a collection of 
new seedling verbenas worthy of espe- 
cial praise. We here saw some choice 
new petunias, fuchias, lantanas and sal- 
vias; but to us, with the exception of 
the Countess of Ellesmere petunia, they 





did not appear so striking as to recom- 


| For the best cultivated and most 


neatly kept grounds through | 
the season, to H. H. Hunne- 


well, a prize of...... Ge woes oe Ql OO 
For the same, to Wm. Whiting, 
a gratuity of......... ins ra ate 10 00 


For the most economically man- 
aged, best cultivated, and most 
neatly kept fruit garden, 
through the season, to John 


Gordon, a prize of........... 20 00 
For the same, to Ariel Low, a 
ee .. 10 00 


For the most economically man- 
aged, best cultivated, and most 
neatly kept flower garden, 
through the season, to C. §. 


Holbrook, a prize of......... 20 00 
For the same, to William Wales, 
a gratuity of......... PoE TN 10 00 


For a well managed cemetery, in 
its keeping in accordance with 
the true principles of beau- 
ty and art, to Woodlawn OCem- 
etery, a price of........ eevee. 20 00 
To M. H.. Simpson, for a novel 
and well conducted experiment 
in the culture of the grape, a 
MRMUIEY. Olas 0:0 i oniaiinyesa ange aie .« 20 00 
To F. L, Harris, gardener to H. 
H. Hunnewell, for floral gar- 
dening, the society’s _ silver 
medal, 
To E. P. Hollis, for a well con- 
ducted vegetable garden, the 
society’s silver medal. 


eterna an orate wae 


HOW TO MAKE STRAWBERRY 
BEDS. 


Two points must be understood, to 
grow ini bent strawberries: ist, that 
the soil must be deep, and 2d, that it 
must berich. If you look at the leaves — 
of a strawberry, and because they are 
not very large, presume that the roots 
will extend but little depth, you are 
greatly mistaken. I have seen the roots 
of strawberries extend five feet down in 
a rich, oy Aas and those plants bore 
a crop of fruit five times as large, and 
twice as handsome and good, as th 
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common product of a soil only one foot 
deep. 
And this reminds me of a capital in- 


stance of strawberry delusion, which | 


most of our readers doubtless know 
something about, but which many even 
yet, perhaps, do not fully understand I 
mean the history of the ‘ Washington 
Alpine Strawberry,” which Mr. Stod- 
dard, of Western New-York, advertised, 
and sold a great many dollars’ worth of, 
some four or five years ago. Mr. Stod- 
dard, I believe, was quite honest in the 
transaction; and yet the whole public 
were completely deluded by the “ Wash- 
ington Alpine,” which was nothing but 
the old Alpine or Monthly Strawberry. 
The long and short of the matter was, 
that Mr. Stoddard had a corner of his 
garden which was made ground—a rich, 
deep, moist soil, (I thmk it had been an 
old bog, or bit of alluvial, afterwards 
filled up) not less than eight or ten feet 
deep. Mr. Stoddard had raised some 
seedling Alpine (which, so far as I know, 
always comes from the seed;) he had, 
by lucky chance, planted them in this 
corner of his garden, where the soil was 
so unusually rich and deep. There they 
grew so finely, and bore such enormous 
crops, that his neighbors could scarcely 
credit their senses. The story of the 
miraculous crop got into the papers. 
People came to see with.their own eyes. 
In short, they bought, and carried away 
the “ Washington Alpines,” at extrava- 
gant prices, with the full conviction that 
‘“‘seeing is believing,” and that such 
strawberries were never before grown, 
gazed on, or tasted. Well, great was 
their surprise to find, on planting and 
cultivating the “ Washington Alpines,” 
that there was nothing new or wonder- 
ful about them; and that, in fact, they 
all dwindled down to the old-fashioned 
Alpine Strawberry. 
enough, now has as many hard names 
bestowed upon him for the fancied de- 
ception as he had before had hard dollars 
for really great crops. And yet, Mr. 
Stoddard sold his plants in good faith, 
avd was probably as much deluded as 
the buyers. The whole secret of his un- 
heard of crops, and the large size of his 
fruit, lay in the depth and richness of 
his soil; and as none of his customers 
had, like him, a rich ten feet mold to 
grow giants in, they had no “ Washing- 
ton Alpines.” 
The ‘‘ moral” your readers are to draw 


' 


Mr. §., naturally | 


| not well make their soil too deep for the 
strawberry. Perhaps they can not afford 
to make it three feet deep, which is the 
right depth for an extra fine crop; but, 
at all events, they can make it two deep, 
And now, a word as to manuring it. 





| It is all very well to talk about com- 


posts and “ well rotted manure.’ The 
real truth is, that in our careless country, 
not one gardener in a hundred has such 
things ready for use at the moment he 
wants to prepare his strawberry patch. 
What people have at hand, from one end 
of the country to the other, is fresh 
stable or barn-yard manure; and the 
question is, how to use that to the best 
advantage, 

The true way todo this, is to throw out 
the soil where your beds are to be made, 
two feet deep. Fill up the bottom eight 
inches, or a foot deep, with fresh stable 
manure, mixed with the litter, treading 
it down firmly. Then cover this with 
two-thirds of the soil throwi out, reject- 
ing the worst part of it. This will raise 
the bed four inches above the surface; 
and as it will settle about four inches, ii 
will be about level after it is settled. 

This is all the preparation which | 
give my soil, and it is all that any soil 
of fair quality needs; only that I would 
much prefer to have it three feet deep, 
thay two feet, and to have sixteen inches 
of stable manure andlitter at the botiom 
than eight, though the latter brings 
heavy crops in a good soil. 

You may put out your plants in Au- 
gust (September in Ohio,) or April. 
The only difference is, that if planted in 
August, you may lose half of them by 
the heat and drouth, unless it is a rainy 
season; while in April, you are certain 
not to lose a single plant, unless it is un- 
sound when you transplant it. 


To my mind there is no way of grow- 
ing strawberries half so complete as in 
beds three and a half feet wide, with 
three rows in each—the plants in the 
rows kept clipped of their runners, and 
the ground between the rows nicely 
covered with straw all the year round. 
The largest and finest fruit is obtained 
in this way, and the beds themselves wil! 
last many years; while if they are al- 
lowed to cover the bed, you can, at the 
most, expect only two crops, and, gene- 
rally, the fruit is of little, or no value, 
after the first crop.—The late A. J. 
Downing, in the Horticulturist. 





out of this digression is, that they can 





It may seem like intolerable arrogance 
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for us to take the attitude dissent from 
so universally and justly” honored au- | 
thority. But though one arise from the | 
dead, we could not believe in burying | | 
fresh stable manure two feet under | 
und, much less three feet or three 
anda half. It might do on some soils, 
but not on all. That it operated well in 
Mr. Downing’s grounds, we have not the 
least doubt; but his success was owing 
partly, it is probable, to a natural adap- 
tation of his soil to such treatment, but 
more te a perfection in his cultivation 
which few will reach. We presume his 
soil was often stirred, and that te a great 
depth the air was let in ; 
influence that manure was first decom- 
posed, and then recomposed into com- 
pounds fit to feed the strawberry. 


With but ordinary skill in cultivation, 
and esptcially on compact soils, the ele- 
ments of fresh manure, buried two or 
three feet deep, either lie dormant, or if 
decompesed, are again recomposed into 
compounds, hurtful instead of beneficial 
to plants. The influence of sun and air 
is wanted to secure the best operation of 
fresh manure. 

B. Y. French, Esq., of Braintree, 
Mass., fells a story in point. He once 
plowedin an enormous quantity of ma- 
nure from one to two feet deep on a sub- 
stantial, but not very heavy soil. The 
crop was not improved. He looked for 
that manure the second year. It did 
not come. He looked in vain for a good 
effect the third year, the fourth, and on; 
and he wonders whether there is science 
enough in the world to tell where his 
manure has gone, as he has never heard 
from it, The fact is, he had shut it out 


. from the influence of sun and air, and it 


formed other compounds than those 
which nature designed as the food of 
plants, 

No man shall outdo us in a high ap- 
preciation of the instructions of the late 
A. J. Downing ; and we believe those of 
his son are destined to a like PRO HI Bai 


and under its | 
| cultivation of the strawberry, embracing 





elevating, enriching and refining influ- 


ence on the country. But we never can 
subscribe to a two or three feet burial of 
fresh manure, except in the lightest soils, 

and even for such we think a less depth 
better. 

A better way of manuring for straw- 
berries, if you have none but fresh ma- 
nure, is to mix with it large quantities 
of leaf mold, well cured swamp muck, or 
other substances of a like nature, ten 
loads at least to one of the manure, and 
to incorporate well with the soil, from 
the very surface downward as deeply as 
you please. In the September number 
of the Plough, Loom, and Anvil, for 
1856, at page 146, is an article on the 


all or nearly all that need be known for 
the cultivation of this delicious and 


| health-giving fruit, in any and all quan- 


tities. 

Before the proper time to commence 
a strawberry plot, we will revise and en- 
large that article, and give it in an im- 
proved form to our readers.—Lp. 





From the Magasine of Horticulture, 
WINTERS OF °55-6 AND 56-7. 


Tue winter of 1855 and 1856 was one 
of unusual severity at the West, doing 
immense damage to fruit trees of all 
kinds, killing, in many instances, plan- 
tations of many years’ standing, and its 
disastrous effects will long be remem- 
bered. That of 1856 and 1857, though 


not, pe equally — will, how- 
ever, lon remembered by the culti- 
vators of New- having been 
more injurious to trees any winter 


oe ~ geo one of 1835. In 
ne the to trees was very 
great, killing Fevey pea sen of several 
years’ growth ett. and other 
of thé more ee coe suffering the 
most. What appears “en be one pecu- 
liarity, so far as our _ © goes, 
was the of stock, 
the quince suffering little or none, show. 
ing conclusively that it is quite as hardy 


as the pear, and much better capable of 
frost in damp localities, where 

ten tne y suffered. Another 

en eakiues ake aah sede oe 
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withstanding the thermometer stood at 
20° below zero. Heretofore it has been 
believed, and we have latterly given cur- 
rency to the idea, that 12° below zero 
was the point at which the germ of the 
peach buds was likely to be destroyed. 
The experience of the past winter quite 
upsets this theory, evidently showing it 
is not the intensity of the frost that does 
the injury, but the condition of the 
weather before or afterwards, or the pe- 
riod of the winter when it occurs. The 
same trees which in 1855 and 1856 lost 
about all their buds when the mercury 
fell to 12° below, now produced a full 
crop. 

As regards fruit generally, the season 
has not been very favorable. App'°s in 
some localities bore tolerably well, but 
in New-England the crop has been very 
light. Pears were not near up to the 
average. Oherries suffered from the 
winter, and from the cool and damp 
summer. Grapes were a failure, the 
vines mildewing badly, and the crop not 
coming to maturity before frost. Of all 
the fruits the pear gave the best results 
this year, as it did the last. 





From the Magazine of Horticulture. 
HORTICULTURAL ‘LITERATURE. 


Tuere have been a few publica- 
tions during the year. The ovly work 
_ of note has been The Fruits and Fruit 
Trees of America, revised by Mr. C. 
Downing, and noticed in our last num- 
ber. The first number of the third vol- 
ume of The Fruits of America has ap- 
peared, and other numbers will soon be 
published. The Patent Office Report for 
1856 is a considerable improvement upon 
the preceding ones, both in the charac- 
ter of the reports and general informa- 
tion, and in the t hical execution 
of the volume. The Transactions of the 
Massachusetts State Board of Agricul- 
ture for 1856, by Mr. C. L. Flint, the 
, has been prepared with unu- 

sual labor and care, and contains very 
‘minute descriptions of all the principal 
grasses, with engravings ; and will prove 
a most acceptable work to all interested 
in agriculture. New editions of McMa- 
hon’s Gardening, Allen’s treatise on the 
and some other works have been 
published. The illustrated annuals, 
from the officers of the Albany Cultivator 
and the Genesee Farmer, are both small 
works of much interest to all who can 
not readily obtain more complete treatises 





on the same subjects. The agricultura) 
papers have been improved considerably. 
and the Ohio Farmer, one of the best, js 
to appear in a more convenient form for 
preservation 

OBITUARY. 


In addition to the record we have a). 
ready given we have to add the name of 
James D. Fulton, nurseryman, of Phila- 
delphia. He died very suddenly, in New- 
Jersey, in his 48d year. Mr. Fulton was 
one of the most intelligent nurserymen,. 
He served his time with Messrs. D. &. (. 
Landreth, was subsequently foreman of 
the establishment, and after the relin- 
quishment of business by Mr. T, Land. 
reth, became a partner with his brother. 
Mr. D. Landreth. At the closing up of 
the business of this firm a few years 
later, Mr. Fulton established a nursery 
on his own account, and at the time of 
his death had considerably extended his 
grounds, and enjoyed a lucrative trade. 
His loss will be deeply regretted by all 
who had the pleasure of his acquaint- 
ance. 





For the American Farmers’ Magazine, 


Mr. Ep. :—I would be pleased if you 
would answer the following question 
under your head of Jnterrogatories : 

My residence stands upon a slight ele- 
vation, about sixteen feet above the 
level water of a clear stream. Now, I 
should like to know whether I could, by 
means of a ‘‘ Hydraulic Ram” and leaden 
pipes, force the water into my. yard, a 
distance of about forty yards from the 
body of aforesaid water? ‘The current 
is very slow, being only about one mile 
per hour. An elucidation on this sub- 
ject would much oblige a constantreader. 
Will you recommend a work from which 
I can gain knowledge on this subject? 

R.. J. F, 


Answering the last question iirst, we 
know of no book to recommend but 
‘“*Ewbanks’ Hydraulics.” This contains 
all you want, with much more: which 
you might not care to pay for. It would 
be $2 50, if sent post-paid from this of 
fice. Very possibly the common Schoo! 
Philosophies, found in almost every 
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amily, would explain al! you want to | it has forced a little water into the air- 


know on that subject. 


chamber and thence into the lift-pipe, 


But we have procured a rough engrav- | raising the water in the lift-pipe some- 


ing for the purpose of illustrating the | 
principles of the hydraulic ram, because 
we believe that many of our readers will | 
feel an interest in this subject akin to | 


yours. 











In this cut you will readily distinguish 
the drive-pipe by its sloping position, 
and the lift-pipe by the water issuing 
from its top. The water passes down 
the drive-pipe, and by its force lifts the 
valve opening upward into the air-cham- 
ber, but will rise inthe air-chamber no 
higher than the fountain from which the 
drive-pipe % supplied. This is on the 
simple principle, that water seeks its le- 
vel—will rise in the spout of the tea-ket- 
tle as high as in the kettle itself, but no 
higher. 

To the right of the air-chamber is the 
escape pipe, through which the water is 
discharged, and wastes till its velocity 
becomes sufficient to raise the valve of 
the waste-pipe. The effect of the shut- 
ting of this valve is to suddenly stop the 
whole body of water in the drive-pipe. 
The downward flow of this water is 
overcome; but we know that the ten- 
dency of a heavy body, once moying, is 


to keep moving. If you strike a nail 


with a hammer, the hammer stops, but 
does not stop the instant it hits the nail, 


nor till after it has settled the nail a lit- 
tle into the wood. So this body of water 


in nee stops, but not till after 


| 


‘what higher than the fountain. The 


| valve in the lift-pipe shuts by the weight 


of the water above it, and prevents a re- 
flux. This done, the valve in the waste- 
pipe falls open of its own weight, and 


\remains open till the water down the 
| drive-pipe acquires ‘a new motion suffi- 
cient to raise the valve again in the es- 


cape-pipe. As soon as this rises, or 
shuts upwards, the whole body of water 
in the drive-pipe is again stopped, but . 
does not stop till it has forced another. 
portion through into the air-chamber, 
and thence onward into the lift-pipe. 
Thus alternately the rushing of the 
water through the escape-pipe shuts the 
valve leading into it, and’ the sudden 
stopping of the downward flow in the 
drive-pipe opens the air-chamber valve 


_and forces at each time a portion of wa- 





ter through, till the lifting-pipe is filled 
to the top and overflows. The object of 
the air-chamber is to equalize the up- 
ward motion, as without it the water, — 
instead of flowing regularly, would flow 
irregularly—a little at each closing of 
the valve, then to cease till another clos- 
ing of the same valve. 


A fall of at least two feet is necessary 
to a reliable action of the hydraulic ram, 
where the elevation is as great as the 
one above described ; and it is evident 
that a large amount of waste water 
would be required in such acase. A 
greater fall would be desirable if it could 
be obtained, The distance from the 
water to the yard is not objectionable. 
Your only question is, can you, by dam- 
ming the stream, or cutting a race-way, 
or both, get a fall of two feet ormore, and 
at the same time keep clear of back 
water? If you can, then the hydraulic 
ram affords the best means of carrying 
that water into your yard. Otherwise, 
a pump connected by a lead. pipe with 
the brook would be pi 

A. W. Gay & Oo., 118 Maiden inte 
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are selling a pump which would proba- 
bly answer the purpose well, as also a 
self-adjusting wind-mill, adapted to the 
drawing of water for cattle. See their 
advertisement on our advertising pages. 
The query of another correspondent 
relates to a similar subject. He has to 
draw water for a large stock of horses, 
cattle and sheep from a very deep well, 
and asks, “ Would it be good economy 
to sink a tank, and turn into it the rain 
water from the barn and sheds?” We 
think it would. No water is better for 
stock than rain water, properly pre- 
served in a clean tank. If filtered, it is 
the best water in the world for all pur- 
poses. But we have not at hand the 
means of estimating the expense of a 
tank of sufficient capacity for a large 
stock, One thing we can say positively, 
and that is, it is more economical to con- 
struct a tank, at whatever the expense 
may be, or even to draw water froma 
deep well, than let your cattle stray 
abroad for water. In many cases a tank 
might be sunk on ground a little higher 
than the yard, and the water be drawn 
from it without the labor of pumping. 


Another correspondent asks our opin- 
ion about the different breeds of cattle: 
“Which are the best, all in all, for the 
various objects the farmer seeks to ob- 
tain, as working, milking and fattening?” 
Hold still a little, friend ; we are trying, 
from month to month, to tell you some 
thing about that, not that we are over 
confident in our opinions; but you see 
we have invited all the world to come 
and refute us on our own ground, if we 
get on a wrong track. It will not be 
long before we shall run foul of some- 
body’s opinions, or tread on somebody's 
corns, or dash against somebody’s inte- 
rests, and then there will be “light on 
the subject” struck up in these pages, 
beyond a peradventure. 


A lady reader puts us some tough 
questions of a culinary nature, Alas! 


our better half has gone into the country, 
and we can not answer such questions 








just now. When she returns there is 
no knowing how wise we shall be in 
these matters.—Kp. 

Ep. Farmers’ Macazrne:—Some three 
years since I saw in a lady’s flower-pot 
a plant of remarkable luxuriance, and 
thinking it might be a valuable accession 
to our field grasses, proposed to her to 
let it ripen and I would pay her any 
price for the seed. I have not been dis- 
appointed. Its growth in the garden 
was ten feet. high, foliage very thick and 
fine, large pendant heads a foot in length, 
full of heavy seed resembling millet. 
The last spring I had several bushels of 
it, and sold Breck and Nourse, seedmen 
of Boston, each a bushel, which they 
circulated in small parcels, hoping to 
have it spread through the country. 
They asked me what name they should 
give it. Not knowing its origin, I said 
perhaps Chinese Millet for the present. 
It being an object to get all the seed 
possible, I have cut none early for fodder. 
After gathering the ripened seed, I have 
fed the dry stalks tothe cattle. They 
eat it as well as those of the Chinese su- 
gar cane. Having read an article in 
your Farmers’ Magazine for January, on 
Hungarian Grass, it struck. me that 
mine might be a superior variety of that, 
while yielding more fodder and more 
than twice the quantity of seed. 

Yours truly, Beniammy Wuarp. 
Lancaster, Mass., Jan. 7, 1858. 





GRAPES. 


A writer in the Louisville Journal 
says : 

I-keep my vines about 6 feet in height 
for convenience in gathering the clusters. 
All kinds of animal substances. are good 
for our vines, Street manure is excel- 


‘lent for them. They ought not, how- 


ever, to be stimulated too highly, for 
then they become profuse in foliage, and 
the fruit mildews.and rots. An even re- 
gular growth ought to be kept up, Rot- 
ten sods mixed with barn-yard manure 
is good for vines. Blood is good. Leng 
Island might, by means of the fish cal'- 
ed Manhaden, be made one beautiful 
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yine-vard. Take the fi8h in June, make 
a hole near the foot with a crowbar, 
push down a fish——there will be no smell 
from it, and it is an admirable. manure 
for grapes. 

Composts of sea-weed, black earth, 
and cow and horse dung are good. 

Ashes are excellent on sandy lands, 
where their prosphates are leached off 
by rains. 

Prune in March; they bleed, and my 
bleeding vines present a magnificent 
spectacle in the rays of the sun, Slight 
bleeding does not hurt thema bit. The 
bud starts the better for it. The Ger- 
mans say “if the juiceruns out of the 
vines, Wwe know we shall have a good 
crop.’ In France and Italy, however, 


they do not prune so as to bleed their 
vines. 


SCATTERING SALT ON APPLE 
TREES. 

Dx. EB. Sanporn, of Andover, sends to 
the editor of the Advertiser of that town, 
a specimen of Porter apples’ gathered 
from the tree on the 19th of November, 
which he thinks were kept on the 
branches by throwing salt on them. 
The editor, after having tasted the apples, 
remarks, that, ‘‘ whether from the salting 
or the late gathering it imbibed such a 
delicious flayor, we do not know; but 
this we do know, that it was one of the 
best Porter apples that we have ever 
tasted. We think the experiment worth 











a further trial.” 





—$$—$—$$— $$$ ~All 


dilechanical. 


From Newton’s London Journal. 


IMPROVEMENTS IN AGRICULTU- 
RAL IMPLEMENTS, ETC, 

An improved method of purifying water, 
by Henry Mepiockx, of Great Marlbo- 
rough, London, 

Tuts invention consists of a method of 
purifying and rende Ke ager wholesome 
and useful water which either contains 
in solution only organic matter or the 
products of its decomposition, or which 
may also contain in solution inorganic 
matter, by separating and removing 
from the water a portion of such organ- 
ic matter, and rendering the remainder 
of such organic matter innocuous; and 
in case the water also contains in solu- 
tion inorganic matter, by separating and 
removing from the water a certain por- 
tion of such inorganic matter, and by 
rendering innocuous any phosphides or 
sulphides which the water may contain 
in solution, by converting such phos- 
phides into phosphites or phosphates, 
and such sulphides into sulphites or sul- 
phates respectively. 

The water, previously to its filtration, 
is placed in a vessel or reservoir of con- 
venient’ size, and there allowed to re- 
main, in contact with certain solid bo- 

dies of metal or other substance present- 
ing a sufficient extent of surface to the 
water, for twenty-four hours or longer, 


occasioned by such contact, ceases, after 
which, any of the precipitate occasioned 
by the aforesaid, process, which may re- 
main suspended in the water, should be 
removed by filtration in the ordinary 
manner. 

The solid body preferred to be used is 
iron, (on account of the little injury the 
water sustains by contact therewith,) 
and in the form of scrap-iron, iron turn- 
ings iron wire, or sheet-iron. 








rete, to the quantity of water as 
fer with the exposed surface, or 
until the precipitation of organic matter, 


e following is the mode of applyin 
the invention :—Suspend ina eee 
servoir containing the water to be puri- 
fied, by means of iron rods ing across 
it, iron wire of about one-sixteenth of an 
inch in diameter, loosely packed in bun 
dies or coils, and in the proportion of 
about one pound weight of such wire to 
every one hundred gallons of water. Al- 
low the water to remain in contact with 
the iron wire from twenty-four to forty- 
eight hours, according to the rapidity 
with which the precipitation of organic 
matter, ee by _ contact, takes 
lace ; and then pass the water through 
ia kind of filtering medium now in use, 
which is capable of retaining the precip- 
itate formed. For the filtration spas 
in large bulk, the ordinary sand_ filter 
may be used. | 
e effect of the contact of the water 
with the solid bodies above described, 
when the water contains ni in any 
form, is to decompose or oxydize the or- 
ganic matter, and the ammonia contain- 


ed in the water whereby a certain part of 
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the organic matter and ammonia is con- | draws the plough. The rope from the 


verted into nitrious or nitric acids,or both 


i 


of them, by which the rest of the organic | 


matter is rendered insoluble. The ni- 
trous and nitric acids finally combine 


with the iron or other solid bodies above | 


described, or with some of the inorganic 


bases, if any, contained in the water; | 
and the organic matter rendered insolu- | 


ble is precipitated, together with some 
part of the inorganic matter, if any, con- 
tained in the water ; and any phosphides 
or sulphides which may be contained in 
the water are converted by oxidation 
into phosphites. or phosphates, or sul- 
phites or sulphates, respectively, which 
are comparatively harmless. 


meres machinery for cultivating land, 
y Atrrep Vincent Newton. 

This invention relates to the cultiva- 
tion of land by spades, operated by lo- 
comotive power as the machine progress- 
es in the field; the machine will also 
more thoroughly break up, disintregate, 
and tarn over the sward than can be done 
by ploughs. The entire machine is pro- 
pelled in the field, in any direction re- 
quired, and turned at the will of the at- 
tendant; and the same power which 
does this, operates a series of spades, 


which enter the land, each in succession, 


and cut into it in the are of a circle, and, 
after cutting down to the required depth, 
suddenly throw up the cut slice against 
a shield plate, so as to reverse it, and at 
the same time to break it up, so that, 
when it falls down, it will be thoroughly 
disintegrated ; the forward movement of 
the machine determining the thickness 
of the slices to be cut by the spades. 


Improvements in giving motion to ploughs 
and other agricultural implements, by 
Joun Fowter, Jun., of Havering, near 
Romford, Ess-x, Eng. 


Heretofore when ploughs and other 
agricultural implements have received 
motion by means of ropes wound round 
capstans or drums, driven by steam or 
otherwise, two of such capstans or drums 
have usually been mounted on the same 
horizontal axis, or on axes parallel to 
each other, which arrangements are in 
practice found tobe inconvenient. Now 
this invention consists in mounting such 
capstans or drums .on separate axes, 
placed at an angle to each other, 

The invention also consists in moving 
the pulley anchors along the headlands 


by the power of the engine acting 
width as to move the quantity of manure 


through the same rope as that which 








winding apparatus passes first over a 
stationary pulley and then over the move. 
able pulley on the headland, from which 
it passes at rightangles to the plough. 
To overcome the tendency which exists, 
when the strain is on the tackle, to draw 
the anchor of the moveable pulley to- 
wards the fixed pulley, the anchor of the 
moveable pulley is secured to an addi- 
tional or supplemental anchor, which 
prevents it from moving while the plough 
is traveling; but when it is wished that 
this anchor should be drawn along the 
headland, it is only necessary to slacken 
the tackle which secures it to its supple- 
mental anchor, and then the strain on 
the rope which draws the plough will 
cause it to move forward. 

The invention also consists in a method 
of supporting and carrying the rope by 
which the plough is drawn, so as to pre- 
vent the rapid wear of the tackle which 
takes place when the rope lies on the 
land. 

An improvement in ploughs, by Wutiax 
Dray, of Swan-lane, London, 

This invention relates to such ploughs 
as are provided witha share in the form 
of a pointed bar, and consists in the 
means of securing the bar in its position 
after having been pushed forward, as re- 
quired from the wearing away of the 
point thereof. 

The patentee claims the “ construction 
of ploughs, which are provided with 
moveable share bars, in such manner 
that the share bars can be tightened or 
Slackened by means of an excentric roll- 
er or collar, or by more than one roller 
or collar, as described.” 

Improvements in machinery for delivering 
manure a agricultural purposes, by 
Ropert Rxzves and Joun Reeves, of Bui- 
ton, Westbwrg, Wiltshire, Eng. 

This invention has for its object im- 


| provements in machinery for delivering 


manure for agricultural purposes. For 
this purpose the. manure is placed in a 
suitable box or trough, mounted on 4 
proper carriage. .The box or trough is 
formed with a curved bottom, and may 
be made with any number of openings 
for the passage of the manure; and 
over each ing is a slide or cover. 
At the lower part of the box or trough 
a rotating axis works, and on this axis 
there are fixed inclined blades or por- 
tions of screws beim; each of such 4 
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desired; and the pecuKarity of the in- | 


yention is, that the inclined blades or 
portions of the screws which are to 
bring up or move the quantity of ma- 
nure to an opening, are inclined to the 
axis in opposite directions. The manure, 
after it has been caused to pass through 
the openings of the trough or box, may 
be deposited or distributed on or in ‘the 
earth, as heretofore, or in any other con- 
venient manner. 

Improvements in horse hoes, byJoun Nay- 
tor, of Winterton, near Brigg, Lineoln- 
shire, Eng. 

The object of these improvements in 
horse hoes is to render each of the hoes 
capable of being moved to and from its 
neighbor, in order to admit of vary- 
ing their distance apart, and yet allow 
the whole series of hoes in the ‘ma 
chine being moved laterally, according 
to the requirement for the time being. 


ARTIFICIAL FIRE CLAY. 

Common clay is very fusible; this is 
owing to the presence of lime, iron and 
magnesia in it. By removing these sub- 
stances, it can be employed for making 
very refractory vessels, suchas crucibles, 
to withstand a very high degree of heat. 
The way to do this, is to steep the clay 
for some hours—(from six. to twenty- 
four, in dilute muriatic acid, accordin 
to the quantity of these substances in it 
—then washing it with water, and dry- 
ing it afterwards. The muriatic acid 
takes up and dissolves the substances 
named, which are removed with the 
washing. 








TELEGRAPHIC IMPROVEMENTS. 


Epwarp Hicrrow, ©. E., of England, 
has just obtained a patent for, firstly, 
sending telegraphic messages both ways 
through one and the same wire, at the 
same instant, without interfering in any 
way with each other; secondly, for pre- 
venting the destruction of a wire in the 
sea or underground; and, thirdly, for 
mending a telegraphic wire in the ocean 
without raising it ont of the mud. 

| 


| PATENTS. 
Seep Pranrers—H. F. Baker, of Cen- 
terville, Ind. 
Sewine Macutnes.—D. W. Clark, of 
Bridgeport, Conn. 


Fiovrine Muis.— Edwin Clark, of 
Lancaster, Pa. 








Husxine anp Suennise Giove.—Emil 
Cohen, Washington, D. ©. 

Raxgs ror Harvesters.—SamueiCom- 
fort, Jr., of Morrisville, Pa. 

Serving Macuines.—I. H. Conklin, of 
Rockford, Til. 

Raroap Car Covptie.—-J. M. Con- 
nel, of Newark, Ohio. 

Hyprant.— Richard De Charms, of 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Lim Kuuws.— H. R. Fell, of , Texas, 
Md. 

Firovr Bourme.—David Geib, of Mif- 
flintown, Pa. 

Arracument or ApuscsTaste Foor 
Boarps to Spiiuts.—John Gruol, of 
New-York city. 

Seep Pianrers.—Marshall Hunt and 


J, Hi Haines, of Rising Sun, Md. 


Oprratine Teitecram Keys.—- John 
J. Hayden, of Rising Sun, Ind. : 

Brr Houtper.—-B. B. Hill and 8. W. 
Adams, of Chicopee, Mass. 

Hyprant.—John Hyde, of New-York 
city. 

Measvnine THe Surerricies or Boarps. 
—S. 0. Kennerd, of South Newmarket, 
N, H. 

Sainete Macuixe.—Robert Law, of 
Portage City, Wis. 

Onvrn,—S. F. Lefler, of Racine, Wis. 


Dovetralteve Rotary Ovrrers in THEIR 
Heavs.—G, H. Mallary, of New-York 
city. 

Process vor Dyeing Surx.—Nicholas 
Mary Aine, of Philadelphia, Pa. 

Wasnine Macaiwe.—Samuel P. Me- 
cay, of Killburne, Ohio. 

Benning Tix.—George W. Merk, of 
Leavenworth, K. T. 

Construction or Brooms, — Abner 
Mitchell, of Eaton, Pa. | 

Merat Tips rok Tors or Boots anp 
Suors,—George A. Mitchell, of Turner, 
Main3. ‘ 

Corron Grys.—James F. Orr, of Orr- 
ville, Ala. 

Evzcrro-Macnetic Speep Governor. 
—George M. Phelps, of Troy, N. Y. 

Construction oF Sarps.—-John Reeves, 
of Brooklyn, N. Y. | 

Arracument ror Ligurrve Lanterns. 
— Albert C. Richard, of Newtowa, Conn. 

Manvractrurine Paper. — Stephen 
Rossman, of Stuyvesant, N. Y. 
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Suears ror Currme Banx Norns, &e. 
—Stephen P. Ruggles, of Boston, Mass, 

Licurenrse Sea-corsc Sream Ves- 
seLs.—John C, F. Salomon and George 
W. Morris, of Baltimore, Md. 

Harness SappLes.—Henry Sanders, of 
Utica, N. Y. 

Turnine Larurs.—William D. Sloan, 
of New-York city. 

Ratts ror Rattroads,—Levi B. Tyng, 
of Jersey City, N. J. 

Porazo Pianrers.— H.. Wainwright 
re S. T. Williams, of Farmingdale, N. 

Harvesters. — Jesse Whitehead, of 
Manchester, Va. 





*. 


| MaruematicaL Divipers.—John E. 
Earle, of Leicester, Mass., (assignor to 
himself and Samuel Shepherd, of Nashau, 
N. H.) 


Latue ror Turxrse Woop —Amander 
N. Wilcox, of Watervliet, N. Y. 


Osctinzatinc SreamM Enorves—Adam 
Wood, of Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Sewmc Macurnes.— George Fetter, 
(assignor to himself and Edward Jones, ) 
of Philadelphia, Pa. 





Deep River, Towa, (assignor to John 





Donaldson, of Mount Morris, Il.) 
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CHEMICAL. 


SUPPLY AND EXHAUSTION OF CARBONIC 
ACID. ITS USE IN AGRICULTURE, 


Anmats, including man, inhale such 
atmosphere as happens to be where they 
are. 

The atmosphere, in a normal state, is 
made up of about 79 parts of nitrogen to 
21 of oxygen, with about one part in 
2500 of carbonic acid, and something 
like one in 10,000 of ammonia. 

These gases are inhaled in about the 
foregoing proportions; but are exhaled 
in very different proportions, The oxy- 
gen of the air comes in contact with the 
carbon of the blood, and forms with it 
carbonic acid, by a process in the lungs 
very similar to combustion. 

Burn a wisp of hay ; it creates heat, 
its carbon combines with oxygen and 
forms. carbonic acid, it entirely disap- 
pears with the exception of a little ash. 

Give that same hay to an ox ; it creates 
heat, its carbon combines with oxygen, 
and it disappears, with the exception of 
such portions as are entirely indigesti- 
ble. Thus all animals are constantly 
supplying carbonic acid to the atmos- 
phere. 

We have already explained that com- 
bustion effects the same result. All our 





fires then, our lights, every burning | 





body is constantly throwing carbonic 


acid into the air. This is one of the 
reasons why open fire-places are hea!th- 
ier than close stoves ;~—they carry the 
carbonic acid, generated by the fire and 
the lights up the chimney, It shows 
also why strong gas lights are unhealthy 
—they fill the air with this acid. 

A third source of supply is decaying 
matter. When you put a stick of wood 
on the fire, the largest part of it passes 
into the air in watery vapor, carbonic 
acid and a little ammonia; and a small 
portion remains as ash. But decay is 
much the same thing as combustion in a 
slow way. 

Throw another stick of wood into the 
field. Ina few years it will have disap- 
peared. What has become of it? Much 
the same as if you had burntit. Most 
of it has gone into the air as watery 
vapor, carbonic acid and a little ammo- 
nia; and what would have remained as 
ash, if it had been thrown upon the fire, 
has been dissolved, and washed into the 
ground, 

All decaying matters, then, whether 
vegetable or animal, are incessantly sup- 
plying carbonic acid to the air. 

In many parts of the globe, where 
there are extinct volcanoes, carbenic acid 
oozes from the ground, or issues from 


Hominy Mitis.—Ezra Farhrney, of 

















nic 
the 
th- 
the 
nd 
ws 
hy 


ng 


od 


Lic 
all 





caves and crevices in the rocks, gene- 
rated, as is supposed, by subterranean 
fires; and this same gas is, in part, a 
product of all active voleanoes ; so that 
the voleanic action of the giobe, past and 
present, affords a further source of sup- 
ply. 

All marble, limestone, shells of fish, 
coral, and many of the shields of insects, 
consist largely of carbonic acid, A pint 
of pulverized marble, or chalk, will give 
off, if heated, several gallons of carbonic 
acid. Now, if we consider what quanti- 
ties of limestone, coral, shells, chalk, &c., 
are burnt into quick lime for agricultural 
and mechanical purposes, we shall! find 
that this affords a very abundant source 
of supply. A large lime kiln, burning, 
would destroy every thing living near, 
if it were not for that great principle, or 
law in natare, by which gases are taken 
up by each other, and equally diffused. 

With this law in operation, there is 
no more carbonic acid in a given region, 
after the burning of a lime kiln, than its 
due proportion, as compared with other 
regions; because, under the law for the 
diffusion of gases, it has become about 
equally distributed throughout the 
whole atmosphere of the globe. 


These are the chief sources of supply : 
1. Respiration. 2. Combustion. 3. De- 
cay. 4. Volcanic action. 5. The de- 
composition of carbonates, as when we 
burn limestone, chalk, shells, or corals 
into quick lime. The fermentation of 
all vinous liquors, beer, cider, wine, &c., 
as well as the fermentation of composts, 
and the heating of hay and grain, pro- 
duee this gas; and the bubbles escaping 
from mineral waters are, for the most 
part, nothing else. 

With these sources of supply ever 
active, the question arises, why the air 
does not become overcharged with it. 
This leads us to consider the means of 
exhaustion. 

In the first place, this gas is very ab- 
sorbable by water, Every rivulet, brook 
and river takes a portion of it from the 








SCIENTIFIC. 108 





air and bears it along to the ocean. It 
is probable that the ovean itself absorbs 
it, as analysts affirm that over and near 
the’ocean, the air contains slightly less 
than in far inland regions. 

When mingled with the ocean, a por- 
tion of it goes to form the substance of 
fish ; some to form the shells of shell- 
fish ; and more to form the coral reefs 
and coral islands that are always in pro- 
cess of formation. 

There is pretty good evidence that in 
remote periods past the air was more 
heavily charged with this gas. It is in- 
ferred by some, that, as it has dimin- 
ished in past ages, it will continue to 
diminish, and that the time will come, 
when there will be too little to sustain a 
vegetation adequate to supply food, and 
that so, by a process, which is continu- 
ally going on, the earth will become un- 
inhabitable. 

It is undoubtedly true that the waters 
of the globe are gradually absorbing it. 
And it is true also that much of it is 
being locked up in the form of submarine 
carbonates, such as coral rocks of vast 
extent, shells, &c., which can not be ex- 
pected very soon to come to light. But 
it is true, on the other hand, that vast 
quantities of this gas, which for ages 
past have lain dormant in the mountain 
lime-storie, and in the coral strand, and 
greater quantities still, which have been 
locked up in immense coal formations, 
but which the spirit of commerce and 
manufactures in this age of steam is now 
unlocking. 

It is true also that in every cargo of 
fish which is landed from the ocean, is 
the carbon for millions of gallons of this 
gas, and that it is thus being brought 
back to the land and made to resup- 
ply the air; and it would seem probable 
that the activity and enterprise of an in- 
creasing population may nearly or quite 
balance the absorption by the ocean ; 
and the globe, including its atmosphere, 
continue as rich in plant food as at pre- 
sent. We have an impression, strong, 
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though we might not be able to support 
it by reasoning, that this globe is to be- | 


| the most magnificent building, in a few 
| centuries; and then that same carbonic 


come better, not worse, for the suste- | acid that fed the oak will go into other 
nance of man and those animals designed | plants, will thus become food for ani- 


for his benefit. At any rate, we shall 


| mals, only to be soon released again, and 


not yet give in to the fear that the re- | so to go on in successive rounds. 


sources for man’s sustenance and com- 


fort are likely very soon to be exhaust- | 


To get some idea of the amount of 
carbon drawn by growing plants from 


ed. | the air, let us consider the immense 
But, in the second place, plants, by | amount of vegetable growth for a single 


their growth, are the chief means for ex- 


hausting the air of carbonic acid; as, by | this is carbon. 


their destruction, they are a prominent | 
means for supplying it. They are the 
great regulator. If by any means the | 
atmosphere were overcharged with car- 
bonic acid, they would grow more luxu- 
riantly, and thus bring it back to its 
normal state. If it had less than its nor- 
mal proportion, they would grow less 
luxuriantly, and so leaye the carbonic 
acid to accumulate from its various 
sources of supply. 


A tree grows; the mineral elements | 
—a very small part of the whole—only | 
what constitutes its ash, when burned— 
comes from the ground. All the rest 
comes from the air. Suppose it to be a 
sturdy oak. It may have been a hun- 
dred years in growing. The solid mat- 
ter of its roots, trunk and top might 
weigh, when. perfectly dried, 6,000 Ibs. 
At least half of this, or 3,000 lbs., is car- 
bon. But it should be remembered that 
6 lbs. of carbon are equal to 22 Ibs. of 
carbonic acid, in as much as the compo- 
sition of carbonic acid is 6 lbs. of carbon 
to 16 lbs. oxygen. The accumulation 
of 3,000 Ibs, of carbon, then, during the 
growth of that tree, must have taken 
from the air 11,000 Ibs. of carbonic acid, 
an immense volume, since the weight of 
this gas is but once and a half that of 
common air, — 


| year. At dry weight, about half of all 
Now if we multiply half 
the dry weight of all the vegetation of a 


| year on this continent by 3%, it would 
| give the weight of carbonic acid drawn 
| from the air over this continent in a sin- 


gle year. 

The rounds which this gas takes are 
in some cases very slow, as, for instance, 
when a panel from an old English oak 
got into the ceiling of White Hall in 
London seyen hundred years ago, and is 
there yetundecayed. But in other cases 
it is very rapid; as if an ox ip a clover 
field should clip forage in the morning, 
exhale its carbon at noon, to be taken 
in by another plant, and that plant to be 
devoured by another ox before night; 
in which case the same carbon would 
have been food for two plants and for 
two oxen in one day. 

We do not think this is an extravagant 
supposition. The transformations of na- 
ture are very rapid; and probably there 
is at this day no food for man or beast, 
the identical particles of which, some of 
them at least, have not been consumed 
as food a thousand times before. An 
enterprising farmer, near a large city, 
once said to a living man in it, “ Give 
me your dead horses this week, and I'll 
bring them back to you next week in 
the form of as fine butter as you ever 





ate.” He contemplated dissolving them 


But sooner or later this tree is des- | by a chemical process, to be applied to 


tined to restore that carbonic acid to the 


air. If consumed as fuel, it would re- | 
store it in a short time; if left to decay | 
on the ground, in a few decades of years; | 
or if wrought into the carved works of | 


dairy pastures’ in a diluted state; and 


‘there is reason to believe that in that 


way his promise would have been veri- 
fied to the letter. 
Soils, however rich in the mineral in- 
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gredients of plants, require, in order to 
their highest productiveness, carbona- 
ceous manures, 

By carbonaceous manures are to be 
understood those which consist largely 
of decaying vegetable matter, such as 
turf, the roots of former crops left in the 
ground, green crops plowed in, swamp 
peat, decaying leaves, leaf mould, and 
barn-yard manure. 

The action of these manures is two- 
fold : 

1, Mechanical, to vary the condition 
of the soil by mingling a lighter sub- 
stance with it, to separate the heavier 
particles from each other, and prevent 
their so compacting as to exclude a free 
circulation of the air. 

2. Chemical. Air and moisture, hay- 
ing access to the carbonaceous matter 
in the soil, cause it to decay rapidly. 
The oxygen of the air combines with the 
carbon to form carbonic acid; and the 
carbonic acid, when formed, produces at 
least three distinct effects : : 

1. It produces a further mechanical ac- 
tion. As when yeast is put into dough, the 
carbonic acid generated from it, by its 
expansive force, pushes the particles of 
dough apart from each other, and makes 
the bread light and tender; so that, 
generated in the soil from carbonaceous 
manures, exerts an expansive force upon 
the soil, making it lighter, more pervious 
to the roots, and more accessible to air. é 

2. It is dissolved in water, and the 
water, by absorbing it, is rendered ca- 
pable of dissolving several mineral sub- 
stances in the soil, and rendering them 
fit for plant food, which are insoluble in 
water not impregnated with this acid. 
Lime, for instance, is nearly insoluble in 
pure water, but dissolves to a considera- 
ble extent in water impregnated with 
carbonic acid. 

8. It becomes food for the growing 
plant, a pertion of it being taken in by 
the rooty, dissolyed in water, but more 


being seized by the leaves as it oozes 
from the ground and seeks to mingle 








with the air. 


Plants, so far as their carbon is con- 
sidered, are, in the first place, fed from 
that carbonic acid which is always in 
the air in its normal.state, this being 
taken in through the leaves; and then, 
in the second place, in a well manured 
field, they receive extra food from that 
which is generated about their roots, by 


_the deeay of carbonaceous manures. The 


latter, there can be but little doubt, is ta- 
ken in both by the roots and leaves.—Ep. 





METEOROLOGICAL. 


CHAPMAN'S PRECALCULATIONS. 
to Act . in the 
Lanier een oy Lt Guia ie crt 
Mighemmadnt ot: 
FIRST DEPARTMENT. 
EXPLANATORY. 


THE TERM POSITIVE is here given 
to conditions abounding more with vital 


electricity, inspiring more health, ; 
cheerfulness, and better feelings for wi 
siness, intercourse, étc., and a 
ly greater success, enjoyment, 
y THE TERM NEGATIVE is given to 
those conditions which abound with 
electricity, and pe tad are more 
unfavorable to health, feelings, business, 
social intercourse, etc. 
4 Indicates Sundays. 
SECOND MONTH, (February,) 1858. 
Tendency. Time o'clock 
ist, Negative, from 1 to 8 morn. 
Positive, from 8 morn to 1 eve. 
Mixed, from 2 to 12 eve. : 
2d, Positive, from 1 to 11 morn. — 
Negative, from 12 noon to 12 eve. 
8d, Negative, from 1 morn to 6 eve. 
Mixed, from 6 to 12 eve. 
4th, Negative, from 2 morn to 12 eve. 
5th, Mixed, from 1 morn to 4 eve. 
Positive; from 5 to 12 eve. 


= 
f 
i 
. 
: 


8th, Positive, from ito 10 morn, 

Negative, from 11 morn to 12 eve. 
Negative, from 1 morn to 6 eve. 
Positive, from 7 to 12 eve. 

16th, Positive, from 5 morn to 12 eve. 

llth, Positive, from 5 morn to 4 eve. 
Negative, from 5 to Weve. 

12th, Negative, from 1 morn to 12 eve. 
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18th, Positive, from 5 to 10 morn. 
Mixed, from 11 r-orn to 12 eve. 

i4th, 7 Negative, from 1 morn (o 4 eve. 
Positive, from 5 to 12 eve. 

15th, Positive, from 1 morn to 7 eve. 
Mixed, from 8 to 12 eve. 

16th, Positive, from 1 morn to 8 eve. 
Negative, from 4 to 12 eve 

17th, Mixed, from 1 morn to 1 eve. 
Negative, from 2 to 12 eve. 

18th, Positive, from 1 morn to 12 eve. 

19th, Positive, from 2 to 11 morn. 
Negative, from 12 noon to Ag eve. 

20th, Negative, from 1 morn to i2 eve. 

21st, Y Positive, from 1 to 9 morn. 
Negative, from 10 morn to 19 eve. 

22d, Negative, from 1 morn to 1 eve. 
Positive, from 2 to 12 eve, 

23d, Mixed, from 1 morn to 12 noon. 
Positive, from 12 noon to 12 eve. 

24th, Mixed, from 1 to 8 morn. 
Positive, from 8 morn to 12 eve. 

25th, Negative, from 1 morn to 4 eve. 
Mixed, from 5 to 15 eve. 

26th, Negative, from 1 morn to 12 eve. 

27th, Negative, from 1 morn to 5 eve. 


Positive, frorn 6 to 12 eve. 

I Positive, from 1 morn to 4 eve. 
Mixed, from 4 to 5 eve. 

Positive, from 6 to 12 eve. 


SECOND DEPARTMENT. 


In this department the first letter of 
each colored ray is given, instead. of the 
word in full, after the words morn, eve, 


28th, 


They show the angles of the solar spec- | or winedetein’ donaiiene. 


trum in which the current of reflected 
light that produces the condition is in- 
tercepted.— Thus, R for the red ray, O 
for the orange, etc. Cwrrents intercept- 
ed in the angles of the Y, or R, or G 
rays tend to a warm and usually fair 
temperature. R, sometimes showery ; 


| trophes (,, 





V or I to cool and damp ; three or four | 


times out of five, cloudy or wet. B, and 
often V, to electrical, and: more or less 
wind stirring. 0 to variable—in most 
eases cloudy or wet; but when dry to 
sultry or exciting. Single letters show 
single currents. Double letters show 
combined currents, which usually ope- 
rate longer and with greater force ; often 
so superceding the effects of passing sin- 
gle currents that the latter become only 
modulations in a long dry or wet, warm 
or cool period, induced by the former. 
They can not be calculated so accurately 


as the single currents, but seldom vary | 


many hours. 


.ComBrnep curRENTs ending with V or | 


I tend to longer, more prominent cool | 








wiettalbig With R or G, to warm peri. 
ods. When ending with B, V, I, or 0. 
to windy, or cloudy, or stormy periods. 
Periods of greater electrical deficiency 
tend more to vegetable defection, 
blight, to the cholera, ete. 

All the combined currents tend more 
to electrical disturbances, earthquakes, 
auroras, etc. 

Periods, (.) in the place of letters, show 
currents under investigation. Double 
periods, (..) combined currents. Hy. 
phens (-) after letters show confluent 
currents. Commas (,) after the letters 
show positiy e—apostrophes (’) negative 
condition. See second department.— 
They also show the force of the inter. 
cepted current; One comma or apostro- 
phe shows weaker, two commas or apos- 
”) stronger currents. 

Many of the weaker changes are per- 
ceptible only by instruments. Those in 
struments are the Prism, Thermometer, 
Barometer, Hygrometer, and Electrome- 
ter. 

The changes are four minutes earlier 
for each degree of longitude (60 miles) 
west. Difference of latitude in the same 
meridian is immaterial. The dry condi- 
tions are fair, and the damp conditions 
cloudy or wet, at least three or four times 
out of five in the average. When fair, 
the damp conditions diffuse a cool, damp 
sensation through the atmosphere. 

Blanks indicate very weak, or mixed, 
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Tf Indicate Sundays. 


SECOND MONTH, (February,) 1858. 
Time o'clock. Ray-angle. Tendency. 
Ist, At 1 morn YO” damp, windy. 

At 6 morn G’ warm. 

At 8 morn R’ warm. 

At 9 morn I,, coo!. 

At 1 eve V,, cool, damp. 

At 6 eve Y’ warm. 

At 12 eve Ry warm, dry. 

At 8 morn I, cool, damp. 

At 11 morn G,, warm. 

At 5 eve V" cool, damp. 

At 12 eve GR” warm, dry. 

At 9 morn V’ cool. 

At 6 eve I” cool, damp. 

At 1 morn. 
At 5 morn G’ warm. 

At 11 eve R’ warm, dry. 

At 4 morn G” warm, dry. 
At 11 morn 0- ——— 

At 4 eve Y” warm, dry. 

At 2 morn B,, wind stirring. 





2d, 





3d, 
4th, 





= 2) 


5th 21 
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. 99, 


me 


6th, 
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At 5 morn I,, cool. 

At 9 morn V” cool, damp. 

At 10 eve G, warm, dry. 

q At 8 morn Y, warm, dry. 

At 11 morn [ cool, damp. 

At 1 eve BI” cool, damp, windy. 
At 11 eve G,, warm, dry. 

At 10 morn Y,, warm, dry. 

At 7 eve R, warm. 

At 5 morn GO” damp, windy. 
At 8 morn G’ warm. 

At 9 morn O 
At 6 eve Y’ warm, dry. 





At 12 eve BY,, cool, damp, windy. 


At 4 morn V’ cool. 
At 11 morn .. warm. 
At 4 eve Q,, 
At 12 eve. 
At 4 morn I” cool, damp. 
At 9 morn V,, cool. 

At 1 eve B- wind stirring. 
At 4 eve O, 
At 11 morn R” warm, dry. 

At 4 morn O” damp. 

At 10 morn G- warm, dry. 

At 5 eve Y- warm, dry. 

At 6 eve V”’ cool, damp. 

At 7 eve .. warm. 

At 10 eve R, warm. 

TAt 2 morn YV”cool,damp, windy. 
At 4 eve I’ cool, damp. 

At 8 eve R,, warm. 

At 3 morn V, cool. 

At 12 noon O 
At 7 eve I cool, damp. 

At 11 eve R’ warm. 

At 12 eve V,, cool, damp. 
At 3 eve B,, wind stirring. 
At 9 eve GV” cool, windy. 
At 8 morn O,, 
At 9 morn Y’ warm, dry. 

At 1 eve B, wind stirring. 

At 12 eve I” cool, damp. 

At 8 morn G,, warm, dry. 

At 1 eve Y,, warm. 

At 5 eve, end of the zodiacal pe- 

riod, or natural month. 

At 10 eve GR, warm, dry. 

At 1 morn “ windy. 

At 5 morn R- warm, dry. 

At 5 morn G, warm. 

At 8 morn I, cool, damp. 

At 11 morn Y, warm, dry. 

At 12 eve 0” damp. 

At 9 morn V- cool, damp. 

At 4 eve G” warm, dry. 

At 10 eve Y” warm. 
T At 9 morn B,, wind stirring. 

At 5 eve BR” windy. 
At 1 eve B’ wind stirring. 
At 3 eve O, 














At 12 eve G,, warm, dry. 

At. 11 morn .. 

At 12 morn V’ cool. 

At 1 eve R,, warm, dry. 

At 1 morn OL, cool, damp, windy. 
At 4 morn G’ warm. 

At 8 morn I- cool, damp. 

At 9 morn 0” damp. 

At 2 eve V,, cool. 

At 9 eve G, warm, dry. 

At 4 eve R” warm, dry. 

At 2 morn B” wind stirring. 
At 2 eve YP cool, windy. 

At 5 eve V” cool, damp. 

At 12 eve GI cool, damp, windy. 
At 4 eve G” warm, dry. | 
At 5 eve ¥” warm. 

At © eve R,, warm, dry. 

I At 4 morn .. cool, damp. 
At 7 morn YG- warm. 

At 4 eve I,, cool. 

At 8 eve O,, damp. 

At 11 eve R’ warm. 

At 12 eve V,, cool, 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


Cool Periods, longer and more promi- 
nent, are more liable near the 14th, 26th. 

Greater tendency to windy, cloudy or 
stormy periods, or gusts, near the Ist, 
he ad or 10th, 14th, 17th, 2ist, 24th, 
26th. 

Periods more prominently negative 
near the Ist, 8d, 7th, 9th, 14th, 17th. 

Periods of greater electrical deficiency, 
Ist to 9th, 11th to 2ist. 

Natural tendency of the zodiacal pe- 
riod from the Ist to 18th, damp. From 
the 19th to 28th, the same tendency. 

The electricity supplied by the re- 
flected light of the moon in her increase, 
is more positive. During her decrease, 
more negative. Hence, fruit trees should 
be pruned and vegetation maturing above 
the ground should be sown, etc., be- 
tween the first quarter and the full 
moon. Esculent roots, potatoes, etc., 
should be plantéd in the decrease of the 
moon. 


23d, 


24th, 


25th, 
26th, 


27th, 


28th, 





[" Vatvaste Discovery.—About 
three miles from Clear Lake, Napa Co., 
California, and near the Borux lakes, is 
a sulphur bank from twenty to. thirty 
acres in extent, and supposed to be thir- 


'| ty feet thick, sufficiently pure for the use 


of the mint at San Francisco. The sul- 
phur seems to be constantly forming 
from a dam, steam rising over the whole 








surface continually. 
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MAGAZINE, 


WEATHER. 


By R. Howell. 


Appearance oF Breps, Flowers, ero., 1x Nicnots, Tioga Co., N. Y., my Decempen, 1857 


Place of Observation, 42 degrees North, on a Diluvial Formation, about 40 feet above th, 


Susquehanna River, and 800 feet above tide, according to the survey 





6 A.M.11 PM, 
42 | 40 
22 | 41 
36 | 38 
27 | 32 
28 | 89 
29 | 86 
28 | 48 
42 | 56 
41 | 45 
85 | 38 
24 30 . 
13 | 27 
14 | 41 
25 | 60 
4 | 45 
82 | 44 
87 | 44 
47 | 48 
32 | 86 
26 | 380 
12 | 38 
27 | 85 
24 | 38 
85 | 35 
19 | 24 
16 | 23 
18 | 838 
29 | 39 
$1 | 41 
32 | 38 

36 | 





9PM. 





of the New-York and Erie Railroad. 


vy. W. 
mouth 
West 


S.&N. 
S. E. 
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‘S. E. 

West 
N. W. 
North 
South 


North 
South 
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West 
North 
‘South 
\North 
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North 
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S.&N. 


Cloudy. Hard rain before day. 
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té 
‘é 


sé 


‘sé 
“é 
if 


“ce 


Clear, 
Cloudy. 





| 
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REMARKS. 


‘Light snow in the morning. Rain in P. M 
Clear. (Clear till 4 P. M. 
Cloudy.|Light rain A. M. 


| 


Light snow. 











Rain all night. 
About one-half inch of snow fell. 


‘Rain at intervals all day. 
Light snow in the evening. 


Quite hard rain in morning before light. 


Small Aurora seen at 9 P. M. 


Light rain. 


[P. M., 3 inches 


Snow commenced at 7 A. M., and continued till 4 
Drizzling snow between 6 and ten A. M. Light 
rain at 3 P. M, continued all night. 

Quite hard rain A. M. 
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Hiterary. 


TO OUR READERS. 


ty our last number we promised to 
enliven our pages with a variety of new 
matter, that should be at once amusing 
and instructive ; and-we are now about 
to introduce, with that object, a new fea- 
ture into our journal, 

Information for the farmer has ever 
been the leading feature in our pages, 
and will continue for the future to be 
object of it. 

But if improvement in agriculture 
should be the chief aim of an agricultural 





journal, there is another subject equally 
dear to the farmer’s heart, as it is also 
of equal importance to. the happiness of 
himself and his family. 
the literature which is sought for ané 
read by the younger members of his 
family. 

The influence, for good or for ill, of 
that which constitutes the lighter liters: 
ture of the day, is too well known 
need comment. We fear we must wit! 
regret add, that too much of that which 
finds the easiest access 


We allude to 


into families 
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throughout the length and breadth of | times when hopes and fears bore, in 
our land, is of a character little calcu- | these parts, close relation to each other. 
ated to improve the morals, or to tend _ A stalwart yeoman of thirty years danced 
towards the cultivation of.a high stand- | on his knee the first pledge of the love, 
ard of self-government, in the young of | which a glance at the joyous counte- 
/nance of the elder daughter told she 


either sex. 

This consideration is not, however, 
new to our age; and the weight of it has 
fom time to time induced men, whose 
literary attainments have rendered them 
iyminaries: in the world of letters, occa- 
sionally to endeavor to introduce a better 


' 
] 
| 


t 
i 


| 


bore her husband; and the anxious look 
of the only remaining person in the cir- 
cle, a young stout countryman just en- 
tering upon man’s estate, bespoke the 
interest which the other daughter ex- 
cited in his bosom, although she seemed 


dass of works, which, whilst they amuse | #dvanced beyond his age by some few 
the mind, at the same time tend to lead | Years. 


the morals in the direction of rectitude 
and virtue. 
forts do we owe some of that literature 
which has now become part of the clas- 
sics of our language. 

Having by good fortune hada propo- | 
sal of similar character made to us, and 
feeling that the ladies of our farm-houses | 
have some claim upon our pages, as well 
as on our gallantry, we propose to devote 


a portion of our journal each month to | 
this object. And we doubt not that the | 


arrangements we have made to secure 
the aid of talent of a high order for this 
department, will insure for it a welcome 
from the farmer’s wife and daughter that 
will amply reward our exertions. 





THE HERMITESS OF SOUTH 
SALEM. 


[Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 
1882, by J. A. Nash, in the Clerk’s office of the 
District Court of the United States, for the South- 
ern District of New-York. } 


AN ORIGINAL TALE OF THE REVOLUTION, 
FOUNDED ON FACT, 

On a bright summer’s evening of the 
year seventy-six, a group filled the porch 
of an old farm-house not many miles 
east of New-York Bay, on the shores of 
Long Island. The elder member of the 
party was a farmer, whose help-mate had 
not long before been removed from the 
turmoils of time, to enter upon the peace 
of eternity: Beside him sat his two 
daughters, in whom were centered all 
his hopes and fears. For those were 


To such praiseworthy ef- | 


| 





| 


The farmer seemed musing o’er the 
past, and maybe o’er the stirring events 
of the present ; and ever and anon a tear 
was seen to fill his downcast eye, and 
trickle down the furrows by which his 
care-worn cheek was channeled. 


After a prolonged silence which none 
of the party appeared inclined to break, 
as if some weighty matters were the sub- 


| ject of discussion, the son-in-law at 


i 
' 


| 








length exclaimed : 

“Tis better, father, I am sure, that 
you and Sally should return home with 
us. Hannah has now our boy to see to, 
and Sally will, I know, like to help her. 
Our house is big enough for all, and now 
these parts are sure to become battle- 
fields: for our sakes you should come 
amongst us.” 

“No, George, no,” replied the old 
man; “I can not leave the old home- 
stead where I was born and bred, and 
where so many years of blessings have 


| been showered down upon my head, 


My girl’s mother, my sainted wife, loved 
the place, and I will breathe my: last 
where she died. For battles I have no 
fear; if my arm was younger, my coun- 
try should have my strength. As ’tis, 
my weakness is not worth the keeping. 
You, George, will take care of the girls ; 
that is if John here does not relieve you 
of part of the trouble., But Sally will 
not leave me whilst Llive. You, my boy, 
must to your farm; and by-and- 

when these storms of war are past, we 
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may yet spend some hours together in 


this old house.” 
The next dey separated the friends 


George Vortin, with his blooming wife 
and child, returned to his Connecticut 
homestead, leaving Butler and his daugh- 


ter in their island home. 


| 

John Frazer, the accepted lover of | 
Sarah, being the son of a neighboring | The wail of female anguish, the aged 
farmer, was perfectly satisfied with the | 
old man’s decision; for belonging, like | 
most of his age, to the militia, his duties 
were of too imperious a character to af- | 


ford him much opportunity for ‘ spark- 


ing,” and he consequently would by no | 








house, when the full measure of the mie 
ry that awaited him was disclosed. They 
were a party of the enemy’s troops. 4 
hurried parley confirmed the worst fears 
of the inmates ; the door was burst open 
| and the half-mad soldiers brutalized th. 
once happy home ! 





cry for mercy, were answered by the 
ribald jest and withering jeer. A bay. 
| onet was raised to pierce old Butler 
through, when a musket shot from with. 
out suddenly laid low the arm that held 
it. The soldiers rushed out as quickly 


; 


means have approved of the removal of | 48 they had entered, and for a few mo. 


his ladylove to a distant abode; and he 
knew full well that her beloved father’s 
word, to her affectionate heart, was law. 


Frazer’s duties for the time, however, | 


formed no insurmountable barrier to the 
indulgence of his inclinations, for Gen. 
Washington, expecting New-York to be 
attacked, was then making his disposi- 
tions to meet the anticipated event. Al- 
though aware of the proximity of danger 
to those so dear to him, Frazer knew 
that he should have early intelligence of 
the movements of the enemy; and con- 
sequently he felt no distrust of his power 
to give them timely notice to remove 
from the scene in the event of serious 
operations supervening. 

Some weeks passed on after the sepa- 
ration of the friends, and the excitement 
of anticipated troubles had nearly sub- 
sided into the confidence of security, 
when in the haze of early morning the 
heavy tread of distant footsteps alarmed 
the dogs that guarded the homestead, 
and awoke Sarah Butler from her morn- 
ing’sdream. Throwing open her window 
she looked out to speak to them. Her 


well known voice the dogs obeyed ; but 
their silence revealed to her ear the c:.use 
of their vigilance. Friends or foes, she 
knew not which, but strangers were at 
hand. | 

Searcely had Butler, aroused by his 


| 
} 


ments Butler and his daughter were left 
_alone with the dead body of the fallen 
| man. 
| “* Daughter,” said the old man, ‘‘T fee! 
| my hour is come. I see Frazer without; 
| doubtless he has brought us this relief: 
| they will not kill you, and Frazer will 
| protect you. I must shortly fall, if only 
| to avenge the dead at our feet. 
| not for me—I shall be happy ; but trust 
| in God my girl through life; and 
| A shot from outside performed its 
| deadly office, and Butler fell and breath- 
| ed his last. 


Grieve 


a 





| At the same moment Sarah Butler 
| found herself in the grasp of one whose 
' regimentals showed him to be of that 
| rank that should indicate the character 
| of gentlemen, a protector of innocence, a 
| lover of mercy. Washethis? No—that 
| he was—’tis not in language to tell. Sa- 
| vage he was not, for he was civilized. 
| Slave he was not, for he was free. Brute 
he was not, for he was man, Devil he 
was not, for he was human. Waar was 
we? Let heaven declare, for words can 
not at that day when 


“ We shall know even as we are known.” 
* * * © * * * 


* * * + * * * 


The sun rose in its full majesty upon 
a cloudless sky on the morning follow- 
ing the dread day that closed the life of 





daughter, glanced at the men who now 


honest Butler, The sound of man’s 


had approached within a short distance of 
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> s 
cursed artillery was unheard, and the 


young birds of the last spring rejoicing 
in their youth, carolled forth the song of 
pleasure and of love. 

Awaking from a swoon, o’erwhelmed 
with shame, half conscious of existence, 
poor Sarah Butler found herself stretch- 
ed upon the straw of her homestead 
barn. Weighed down by misery and 
orief, the anguish of her soul almost un- 
nerved her from the power of motion. 
\istrusting her distracted and confused 
recollection of the occurrences of the pre- 
ceeding day, and doubting each phase, 
save one Of the scenes in which she had 
borne a part, she dragged her weary 
limbs to the window that looked on her 
cherished home! Could she beiieve it ? 
A smoking pile of blackened walls and 
half charred timbers only remained of 
the house in which she first saw the light 
of day. 
from her lips, and she again sunk into 
unconsciousness. 

A few days after the preceding events, 
Washington saw fit to alter his tactics, 
and te withdraw his troops from Long 
island; and rumor, with its many 
tongues, quickly conveyed to George 
Vortin and his wife the unwelcome in- 
telligence that the enemy had carried fire 
and sword into the homesteads on the 
coast of Long Island. George forthwith 
sought the camp, where he learned from 
the lips of his friend Frazer, whom he 
found in hospital disabled by a mus- 
ket wound in the head, the dreadful 
story of his father-in-law’s death. 

“And where is Sally ?” cried George. 

“Alas! I know not,” replied his 
friend, “I fell insensible from this 
cursed shot-wound, whilst springing for- 
ward to rescue her from the grasp of a 
hellish officer who had seized upon her, 
and I know no more. As soon as I re- 
covered my reason, I begged my com- 
rades to go seek her, or ascertain her 


fate; but our troops having been with- 
drawn from the Island, their attempts 
were futile. My cup of misery is full. 
May God protect her !” 


An involuntary shriek burst | 
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Resolved to learn something of his 
sister-in-law, George spent many days in 
fruitless inquiries and abortive attempts 
to communicate with friends on Long 
Island. In despair, he at length was 
about reluctantly to give up the search, 
when he chanced to meet an old ac- 
quaintance who was a fisherman on the 
Sound. He informed him that some 
days after the affray at Butlers, Sarah 
had been to his house on the coast when 
he was from home; and that his part- 
ner had at her request taken her at night 


| across the Sound to the inland shore. 


Rejoiced at this intelligence, George not 
doubting that her object was to get to 
his farm, made his way home with all 
dispatch; having on his way afforded 
some consolation to poor Frazer, by 
communicating the information he had 
received. 

Contrary to his expectations, Vortin 
and his wife heard nothing of Sarah. 
Each week that passed held forth to 
them hopes, only to be disappointed, By 
slow degrees Frazer, whose anguish of 
mind tended materially to delay recovery 
from his wound, at length was sufficient- 
ly convalescent to permit his removal 
from the camp, and Vortin took him to 
his home; for already did his wife regard 
him as her brother, 


How mercifully is the future before us 
in this life, hidden from our gaze! How 
beautiful the dispensation whick causes 
the slow course of time to assuage griefs 
that ‘tis not in our power to avoid, or 
otherwise, to relieve. One by one come 
our joys; one by one our sorrows! Did 
either come in mass, poor humanity 
must equally break down beneath the 
burden, But when tempered by the 
calm self-possession of confiding hepe in 
Him whose_ a can Not fail, how 
joyous pass the happy hours of prosper- 
ity—how serenely do we bow the head 
and yield submission to the blasts of ad- 
versity ! 

So it was at George Vortin’s farm- 
house. Half-expecting hope for many 


or. 
Re 


8 A RBC one 
ot us 
: fay 









































AC BEY 
$20 nape > 


a 


Le Sa, IER 
pe ee 























112 LITE 





RARY. 





months sustained the drooping and | 


agonized feelings of Hannah Vortin, | 
and the no-less wounded spirit of the | 
wounded soldier: until at length they | 
almost persuaded themselves that poor | 


Sarah was released from her earthly | 


trials, and though snatched from them, 
was then—at rest. 

Time rolled on. 
pered. Frazer, whose wound, although | 
healed, had produced a marked influence 


upon his constitution, was long in recov- | 


ering his strength. The ties of friend- 


ship bejween him and his kind hosts had | 
been sealed by events too appalling to | 


be evanescent; and thence had sprung 
up bonds of affection which precluded 
the thought of separation. The children 


of the Vortins, which were now many, | 
had of their own accord appropriated to | 


Frazer the cognomen of “ Uncle John” — 
an appellation which all appeared to ap- 
prove. 


to supply more than the wants of all, and | 


the enjoyment of many of those cheer- 
ful hours which it is the peculiar privi- 
lege of children to impart to those 
around them, there was a pensive sad- 


ness that overshadowed the household, | | 


and told the observer that something yet | 
was wanting to make that household | 


happy. The truth was, the uncertainty | 


attending the fate of Sarah Butler still 
weighed upon all. 
* * ~ * * « 

Thirty years and more had passed 
away, and some members of the family | 
of the Vortins had grown up to man’s | 
estate. The eldest daughter, Hannah, 
was*wooed and won by Jim Smithson, a 
young farmer at Ridgefield, twenty miles 
from her parent’s farm, Settled down 
some months in her novel station, she 
urged “Uncle John” to visit her new 
home—an invitation which he was not 
slow to accept. For having given up all 
idea of married life himself, the childrea 


of his friend had long been regarded by 
him as his own, and he divided with 
their ts the cares.and pleasures | 


paren 
that attended them, 


George Vortin pros- | | 


Still amidst sufficient prosperity | 


On a fair morning in the fall of 1, 
Frazer set out on his old grey pony t, 
| Pay his promised visit at Ridgefield, A 

small valise strapped behind his saddle 

| carried his warurobe; and at the pom. 
mel were suntry email parcels of crea. 
_ ture comforts, intended as presents from, 
| “home” to the new married couple, 

Since the Revolution, Frazer had been 

but little of a traveler. The ardor and 
| elasticity of youth had been softened 
down at an early age by his physical 
_ and mental sufferings; and his time had 
been devoted to the service of his friend 
Vortin on his farm, and to the indul- 
_ gence of the wishes and wants, whether 
| real or fancied, of the wife and children. 
| For in such occupations it was that he 
| found the greatest comfort, and a relief 
from thoughts and regrets that too fre. 
| quently would intrude upon his leisure 
| hours. 
Having thus remained almost constant- 
‘ly on the farm, out of the reach of the 
| turmoils of the world, and of the excite- 
| ment consequent on a more active life, 
| he knew little of the scenes around him, 
| save those disclosed by the weekly news- 
| paper. Beyond the homestead circle, 
| however, he had. no wants; and the ab- 
sence or presence of more dchwesien ac 
| quaintance with men and things was 
to him a matter of equal indifference. 


| Arrived at Ridgefield, Frazer was over- 


| whelmed by the multitudinous series of 

| welcomes that awaited him; for his young 

| hostess was a warm- hearted creature, 
| full of buoyant spirits, bright hopes, and 
| affectionate feelings, which rendered it 
out of the question with her to receive 
her old friend without a reiterated redu- 
plication of every endearing epithet that 
her vocabulary could suggest. 

In those days, bezury railroads had 
solved the problem of “nnihilating space, 
and made modern philosophy doubt th 
| truth of the axiom that nature abhors 8 
| Vacuum, (since some are dreaming of a se 

ries of subterranean vacuum tubes as the 
' best medium for locomotion)—in those 
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days, the entrance upon the duties of life 
of anew married couplein Ridgefield was 
no ordinary, every-day occurrence, but 
an event of importance ; one which, 
as soon as its possibility was bruited 
abroad, caused an excitement and com- 
motion among the middle aged and mere 
aged members of the female community 
there resident, which showed that at 
least they were deeply interested parties. 
The recent wedding had produced a 
- more than ordinary amount of this inte- 
rest; for, the coterie of the district, 
that, by some invisible, but doubt- 
less well organized authority, exercised 
considerable control over the due coup- 
ling together of the juvenile branches of 
their generation, had been, for once, ut- 
lerly at fault in disposing of the bride- 
groom to their satisfaction. If the truth 
_ must be told, he chose to select a wife 
for himself, instead of having one select- 
ed for him ; a circumstance which, con- 
trary to the innocently ignorant con- 
clusions of some people, was, by the 
Ridgefield Sociable-marriage-and-suita- 
ble-settlement Committee thai consti- 
tuted the coterie aforesaid, deemed to be 
subversive of that course which these 
ladies had, as the result of their united 
wisdom, chalked out for the onward 
progress of civilization. 

True it was, that in many cases the 
committee declined to interfere to select, 
or recommend & partner for life to some 
poor wight. But then in all such cases 
the unhappy individual, somehow, al- 
ways happened to be a poor wight! In 
no case within the legal memory of man, 
(which in English law means the time of 
good King Richard IL, and in American 
law, that of some other period either 
before or after,) was the contingency 
known, of a young man, well to do, 
either present or in prospect, remaining a 
bachelor for want of being provided, 
through the care of the committee, with 
’ “suitable partner.” 

The exertions made to secure this end 
were extraordinary ; and it can only be 
8 
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attributable to the continued persever- 
ance with which they were prosecuted, 
that the result was attained. ‘The system, 
however, was so well arranged, and the 
energy of the committee so unremitted, 
that miscarriage was usually impossible. 
Yet, like most unknown discoveries, the 
means employed were simple, and con- 
sequently less likely to become deranged 
in operation. A principal method was; 
the selection of matrons, as members of 
the Committee, who had themselves a 
great number of eligible daughters. For, 
so disinterested was the Committee in 
the performance of its self-imposed du- 
ties, that there was never an instance of 
any member refusing to consent to her 
daughter’s union with the young yeoman 
assigned to her. Whether there is or 
not ground for supposing that in 
the development of their anti-malthusian 
practices, certain members allowed their 
feelings of self-sacrifice to urge the se- 
lection of their own daughters, in prefer- 
ence to those of others, for a youth 
whose numerous acres or recently 
acquired fortune pointed him out as 
requiring immediate provision, is doubt- 
ful. The best and most praiseworthy 
acts of us all are liable to misconstruc- 
tion; to say nothing of the malignant 
acrimony occasioned sometimes by dis- 
appointed hopes in others ; and it is not 
to be supposed that the benevolent exer- 
tions of the Ridgefield Sociahle-mar- 
riage-and-suitable-settlement Committee 
should altogether escape calumnies and 
aspersions, to which all philanthropic 
efforts are exposed ! | 
With such elements of concord and 
discord at work, it may readily be be- 
lieved that the new married couple 
would not settle down into that peaceful 
quietude supposed to be the fitting phase 
of old married life, without their acts 
and deeds, their existing condition, and 
future prospects being fully and duly 
revised, considered, andadjudicated upon 
by the benevolent body to which the 
preceding paragraph refers, 
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The result of the Committee’s deliber- 
ation on thesubject can only be presumed 
from its effects, inasmuch as secrecy was 
a point that was deemed by this benev- 
olent institution requisite to the success 
of its decisions. Nevertheless every 
now and then, through the confidential 
disclosures of Committee mamas to anx- 
ious and expectant daughters, inklings 
would eke out of the prospects of those 
who for the time, were the objects of the 
Committee’s proceedings. Judging from 
rumors originating in such sources, the 


prevalent opinion was, that as the gen- | 
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t 
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| 


tleman had slipt through their fingers, | 


the Committee thought the better thing 
would be to make a virtue of  necessi- 
ty, and admit the new married folks to 
take their place in the village circle, with 
the full enjoyment of the inestimable 
privileges to be derived from the counte- 
nance and sanction of the Ridgefield 
Sociable - marriage - and - suitable-settle- 


ment Committee, A resolution, the una- | 


nimous ‘vote in favor of which, was said 
to have been specially influenced by the 
opinion expressed by one of the mem- 
bers, (whose great grandfather's brother 
had been a physician,) “ that she should 
not think it likely that a poor, young 
creature like Jim Smithson’s wife could 


live long, for she looked as white and | 


liverish as a mushroom that was sick 
with chills and fever, and who could tell 
but Jim might afore long want another 
wife.’ Whether this dictum was the 
concentrated effusion of medical skill or 
not it is needless at present to inquire. 
Like all other legal decisions we have 
only to deal with it as we find it, without 
going into the reasons, if any there were, 
by which the tribunal in question was 
guided in arriving at it. 

Jim Smithson himself was by no 
means unconscious of the solicitude that 
the Ridgfield Sociable-marriage-and-suit- 
able-settlernent Committee had manifest- 
ed in his behalf; seeing that having 
kept his own counsel, and courted his 
sweetheart at some distance from Ridge- 
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field, unknown to the Committee, thay 
bedy had, for some months previously to 
his marriage, commenced their prelimi. 
nary attack upon his bachelorship, But 
these preliminary advances were, in this 
as in all the proceedings of the Commit. 
tee, made with the caution which from 
so accomplished a body of tactitiang 
might naturally be expected. The 
modus operandi of attack was varied, 
both as regards means and persons; but 
the object was in al! of them intended to 
converge to one point, namely, the work- 
ing @ conviction upon Jim’s mind, that 
he wanted a wife. Had they been aware 
that Jim had himself arrived at that con- 
viction, doubtless the ladies would have 
reserved their ammunition for use in the 
next step of their siege operations, and 
would have advanced boldly to the 
breach in his heart, with the view to fill 
it up with a wife that their mature judg. 
ment found suitable for him. 
ever, saved them that trouble, and, 
moreover, Was On One occasion heard to 
declare, when returning home late at 
night from a social party given bya 
near neighbor, to which he had gone 
upon a most pressing invitation, that the 
“canting old toads were an infernal sct 
of scandal-mongers, and that if they 
thought to hook him they were con- 
foundedly mistaken.” 

Whether this hasty but impetuously 
expressed opinion related to the ladies of 
the Ridgefield Sociable-marriage-and-sui- 
table-settlement Committee or not, can 
not be positively asserted ; or if it did, 
whether it took its rise rather in the effects 
of over-excitement, or an impudent ad- 


vance upon him made by that body, than 
from a wellconsidered review of the cha- 
racters. of the members forming it, is 
equaily uncertain. However this may be, 
Jim Smithson went to no more parties 
from that day to “his wedding day ; end 
consequently it is to be assumed that he 
saw no reason to change, upon re‘ection, 
the opinion that his eyening’s potations 
had induced him to give utterance t 
upon the subject. 
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ENGLAND AND INDIA. 
BY AN ENGLISHMAN, 


Mr. Evrror:—“ Audi alteram par- 


tem’ is & maxim which must be so fami- | 


liar to you as a citizen of a country that 


daims to set an example of freedom to | 


the world, that I conceive the bare refer- 
ence to it is enough to secure for me the 
insertion of the following reply, although 
it be to obversations of your own ; which 


1am free to believe had their origin in | 
(allow me to say) kindly feelings rather | 
than sound judgment. I should how- | 
ever not trouble you with this letter, did | 


| not think and believe that anything 
that tends to lessen England and her 


citizens in the eyes of American citi- | 


zens is; if untrue, a positive injury to 
both countries. 

In the Monthly Review of the Amer- 
ican Formers’ Magazine for January, 
you say in allusion to England, “ Her 
men in power have thought it necessary 
to be more revoltingly cruel than the 
sepoys themselves.””’ And you proceed 
to characterize the fact of sepoys being 
blown from the cannon’s mouth, as an 
exercise of “implacable revenge” by 
“Christian England.” 

Now “implacable revenge,” exercised 


} 


which even the impulsive outbreak of 
passion can not justify. How much 


creater, therefore, must it become, if it 


is been, as ‘you assert, exercised delib- 
erately, and by the authorities ofa great 
nation ? 

Your accusation, then, is a heavy one 
indeed, against my country, and the 
and of your forefathers. You will not 
think me wrong, therefore, in seeking to 
satisfy You aid your readérs, that it is 
made in error. But first—one remark— 
you say “ more revolting.” ‘ Do you call 
‘o mind that ‘thé sepoys, who all’ admit 


have been well treated, and fed and | 


paid better than either English or Amer- 


ican’ soldiers are, comimenced their pro- ‘ 


vy a“Christian’’ individual, is undoubt- | 
, ‘ 
diy a very wicked and heinous offence, | 








ceedings by butchering their officers im 
| cold blood? No one yet has contested 
the fact that the conduct of the Europe- 
an officers has uniformly been kind to’ 
the men. Let that pass, however, and 
assume the contrary if you please. Do 


| you call to mind that they more than 
butchered their officers’ wives, daughters; 
and children, and committed ‘such atroc- 
ities upon the females, that language 
_ adequate to portray these facts could not 
be printed for the publiceye? Would 
| you think ‘‘ blowing from the cannon’s 
| mouth” more revolting than such atroci- 
ties committed on) your own wife or 
daughter. I need not tell you that the 
| proper object of punishment for crime 
consists not in vengeance, but in infliet- 
| ing such punishment on the criminal as, 
whilst it is not unjust to. him, is the best, 
calculated to deter others from the com- 
| mission of similar offences, And this 
| latter object, on reflection, you will per. 
| ceive to be, in all communities, of para-, 
_mount importance. That the punish-. 
/ment was not unjust t. _ ~h demons in, 
human shape, (which is uJ too strong 
| an epithet for any man capable of such 
/ conduct to woman,) I take for granted, 
_and you, in your remarks, admitit, Let 
us See, then, how it was calculated to 
effect the more important object of de- 
terring others. “And that leads me to 
the pith of my letter, and at the same 
| time explains why that particular mode 
of punishment was inflicted. 
' The superstition of the sepoy induces 
| him to believe that the burial of his body 
| apart from the remains of others not of his 
_ own religion, is essential to his happiness 
in a future'state. This mode: of death™ 
_ rendered the probability of such a burial: 
highly improbable, if not impossible ; 
‘and for that reason it was selected. Tf” 
_ in itself the mode of death inflicted was" 
| of a lingering kind, calculated to torture 
the criminal, I’ would condemn it as® 
| “revolting” and as crael But the one” 
' 
| 


| ufider consideration ‘is not so. On the” 
contrary it is more ‘instantancous and” 
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less painful than even hanging or the 
guillotine, For although the latter of 
those two is instantaneous enough, that 
from the cannon’s mouth must be un- 
known even by an instant’s conscious- 
ness. And that in anticipation it may 
be feared or dreaded, appears to me, as 
a preventive to crime in others, to be a 
recommendation for its adoption. Whilst 
we know how fallacious are the sepoy’s 
fears as to its effect on his future state, 
so far as the mode of death isconcerned, 
we avail ourselves of those fears to 
operate upon the conduct of his fellows ; 
and if in so doing we succeed in sup- 
pressing crime, a benefit of no insignifi- 
cant amount is the result. | 


Mercy is a bright jewel in the crown 
of justice ; but no injustice is so great as 
that which confounds the duty of the 
judge with the province of well-directed 
clemency. Stern justice towards wn- 
doubted guilt, isthe surest pledge that can 
be given to insure the greatest happiness 
to the greatest number—an axiom which 
I should like to see acted upon by Amer- 














TABLE. 
icans towards miscreants from Europe 
who too often require it in this country, 
as I would have it acted upon in Indi, 
and elsewhere, be the offender of what 
country he may, 


This son of England has defended his 
mother right gallantly, and we praise 
him for it. If any pen could maintain 
the honor of England his could. He has 
given us a pretty hard blow, but we are 
not knocked down nor stunned, nor are 
we fully convinced that he really meant to 
hurt us very badly. Weeven doubt whe 
ther he himself would not rather that 
England should learn the art of ruling and 
Christianizing the Indians without kill. 
ing them first. It will be seen that the 
whole force of his argument turns upon 
the point of inflicting unheard-of severi- 
ties for the sake of their moral influence. 
This looks a little too much like doing 
evil that good may come; and we have 
something to say about it. But as our 
thoughts may not be worth much, we 
defer them to a less prominent place in 
this nur ber.—Ep. 





Gditor’s Gable. 


OUR THOUGHTS ON VARIOUS 
SUBJECTS. 

FInvention.—“ Wonderful,” we often 
hear it said, “‘are the inventions of the 
age.” With us the wonder is right the 
other way. Nature hasa mighty store 
of resources and powers yet undevelop- 
ed, all capable of benefitting the human 
race, but as yet lying dormant for the 
want of an inventor, like Watt, Fitch, 
or Fulton to harness them. and set them 
te work. But for fogy adherence to old 
ways, a witless reluctance to new, and a 
grin for all who strive after improve- 
ments, we should have made more pro- 
gress than we have. Twelve years ago 
wise senators were afraid to give up the 
twenty-five cent postage and take the 





three cent ; and some are so intolerably 
stupid that they would fear to give up 
the three cents and take two now. It 
tock six thousand years for mankind to 
learn how to plow; and yet the pro 
blem is not more than half solved. They 
would have learned it sooner if they had 
been willing to try different ways, to 
see which was the best, or even to with- 
hold their senseless laugh at any who 
were disposed to try something new. 


“I would not live alway, I ask not 
to stay.” A beautiful old hymn is this 


_As pointing to an onward, higher des- 


tiny, we love it. But we do not believe 
there is much use in finding fault with 
our present state, This is a pretty good 
world after all. In fact it is an excellent 
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world, so long as there is enotigh to do. 
Man’s happiness lies in action. Don't 
be grumbling, but go to work. If your 
own fortune is not yet made, go to work 
and make it. If it is, help somebody 
else. There are enough that need 
Strike in somewhere, and do some good, 
The man that does good, gets the best 
part.of the reward. Todo good and to 
get good are about the same thing. « La- 
giness is the greatest enemy, after self- 
jshness, to human welfare, Fudge of 
the dignity of living without active em- 
ployment of. some kind—of the hand, or 
the head, or better of both ; for yourself, 
or your friends, or somebody. To be 
useful is the only true dignity.. It is 
the only way to be really happy: 
“Count that day lost,”’ ete, 


Moral. Influence of Capital Punish- 
ment Illustrated.—“ England,” says the 
sepoy, who has learned a little English 
from. his betters, “has compelled the 
Rast Indians to grow opium these fifty 
years, at. a@ price too low te: keep soul 
and body together. By the all-pervading 
network of her laws has.she effected 
this, and is likely to effect it permanent- 
ly. She has compelled the Chinese, at 
the cannon’s mouth, to take this opium 
at an enormous profit, pocketing by the 
operation from thirty to fifty millions a 
year. Moreover ‘she has taxed our pri- 
vilege of making salt from our own wa- 
fers, till we have long ago learned to eat 
our theat without salt. The poor Tn- 


dians may not produce food fit for their 


own stomachs, but must produce what 
will fill Englands coffers. It is getting 
no better, but rather worse. Let us kill 
off a few hundred of the English, men, 
women and children, inflicting on them 
every’ possible cruelty and disgrace. 
This, it ig true, is rather savage for a 
race so far civilized as we are, after a 


century of England’s schooling; but 
then we dot for sake of the moral ef- 
fect; itis that England may be driven 
home to attend to her own business and 
leave us to ours. Surely the end sanc- 
tifies the niears,” 


England says, “These sepoys have 
outraged all decency; we must riddle 
them; stretch their necks; blow them 
up; avail ourselves of their superstitions 
to make vengeance doubly terrific; kill 
the king’s sons to rid ourselves ofa prée- 
sent enemy; let the king live, as he is 
too old to do us much harm, but butcher 
his grandsons, lest they should grow in- 
to powerful enemies. It is «ll for sake 
of the moral effect ; it is that the 150,- 
000,000 Indians may never again dare 
complain. The endsanctifies the means. 
Swing the match, let go the drop, bore 
the wretches with cold lead, and all In 
dia will be Christianized.” 

Which has the best.of the argument? 
We say, the sepoy, by so much as he is 
the less educated and Christianized: 
We do not believe that God requires 
England to Christianize India, unless 
she can compass it by more Christian 
means. 

We have spent much time among the 
English people, have enjoyed their hos 
pitalities, seen their wonderful improve- 
ments in agriculture, heard their expres- 
sions of friendship for our own country, 
and we theught we loved them; but if 
they. do not put, forth a long, loud, un- 
blanching condemnation of the late do» 
ings of their government, why then we 
don’t love them so well as we thought we 
did. Andif England can notgovern India 
better than she has of late, or ever did, 
we do not want her foot this side of the 
Atlantic; and, we would be a fillibuster, 
badly as we dislike to fight, not having, 
an over stock of courage, to drive het off. 

Lest our opinion of the manner in 
which England has governed India 
should seem harsh, we will refer the 
reader to that of a distinguished clergy- 
man, Rev. Mr. Bellow, of St. Phillip’s 
Church, Regent street, London, and late 
chaplain in Calcutta, one of the most 
popular divines in England. His ser- 


mon on the dey of National Humiliation, 
Oct, 7th, has been printed, and is excit- 





ing attention on the short comings of 
England towards India. 
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“T speak now of us,” says ‘iis “as a 
nation ; and I think it is impossible to 
say how far this terrible sound of battle 
and of great destruction might have been 
averted if we had earnestly fulfilled our 


moral and religious obligations towards | 
Possessing so great | 
a realm, we have nationally been indif- | 


our Indian empire. 


ferent to it. We have left it for a cen- 


tury, regarding it as a mere mercantile | 
interest, and forgetting that we had in | 
charge the bodies and souls of millions | 


of our fellow-creatures, ‘To those inter- 


ested in India, the one subject of inter- | 


est has been Indian stock, and the one 
subject of indifference has been the In- | 
dian people. Verily, and indeed, we | 
have sown the wind, and we are now 
reaping the whirlwind. England! what | 
hast thou done for those children of the 

Kast? How has thou fulfilled thy mis- 
gion there ? By self-aggrandizement, by 
selfish appropriation and annexation. 
Year by year have we withdrawn mil- 
bons of money from that.land, levied by 
faxation upon the people, for which we 
have given them back—nothing !” 

The above, we suppose, is not all to 
be taken as rhetorical flourish. It should 
be considered, however, that Dr. Bellow 
was addressing a London audience. 
Some of the government functionaries 
may have been on hand; and it is al- 
ways better to say plain things in men’s | 
faces than behind their backs. Besides, 
Dr. Bellow’s object was not so much to 
enunciate exact truth about the past, as 
to arouse the government and the people 
to a just sense of their duty for the fu- 
ture. But if we take as strictly true one- | 
half of what he says, and we are willing | 
to make that allowance in behalf of Eng- 
land, still there is enough left to confirm | 
our bad opinion of British rule abroad, | 
and to induce the wish that it may be 
very scarce on this continent.—Ep. 


Book Notices, ete.—Philips, Samp- 
son & Co., Boston, have just published 





AvTroni0GRAPHICAL Sgetcnes AND Recot- | 


Leerrons Durine Turety-rive Years Re- 


sipence tn New-Orieans, by Theodore | 
Glapp, » book replete with personal in- | 


cident and rich in historic reminiscences, 
adapted to interest and instruct, Buy 












































of it and read it, but do not tadbpt 3 its re. 
| ligious views, unless you find them tj 
accord with scripture and reason. Shut. 
ting our eyes and ears to all but what 
our own sect say is no liberal search af. 
ter truth, and we Americans, liberal jp 
other respects, ought to be ashamed of 


| it, 419 pages, 12mo. 


Philips, Sampson & Co. have also just 
published Way anp Waar am I; rap 
| Conressions or an Inquirer; Part }sr, 
Heart Experience, or THE EDUCATION oF 
THE Exotions; By James Jackson Jarves 
| This also appears to bea book well filled 
with anecdote, personal incident, and re- 
| flection. From a brief view of here and 
| there a page, we should think it might 
| be rather bewitching, but how instrue- 
tive we can not say. 320 pages, 12mo 


Ticknor & Field, Boston, have issued 
Twix Roses; A Narrative, by Anna 
| Cora Ritchie, Author of “Autobiogra- 
| phy of an Actress,” “ Mimic Life,” “Ar- 
mand,” etc.; a sprightly and agricea- 
ble narrative, we should judge, from a 
hurried perusal. 273 pages, 12mo. 

Ticknor & Field have also issued 
Storres AND Lecenps or TRAVEL AND 
History, dy Grace Greenwood. The 
name of the book encourages, and the 
| soubriquet of the authoress quite assures 
| us, that this is a good book, well worth 


| the price and the time. 290 pages, 12mo. 
| 





The same firm has also issused Tur 
| Puant Honrers; on, ADVENTURES AMONG 
| Tae Himanaya Memmnsune. by, Captain 
Mayne Reid, Author of the ‘ Desert 
| Ho me,” “‘ The Yagers,” etc., etc., ete. 
| The student of geography can find ranch 
| topographical information, and the stu- 
| dent of human nature a preity good 
| share.of fun in this book, 353 pages, 
12mo. 


Tue New-York Mosican Review is 
| published every other Saturday, by Ma- 
son Brothers, New-York, and presents 1 
| rich amount and variety of musical mat- 
‘ter. Dr. Lowgus, Mason, Wau. B. Brav- 
| Bury, Groree F. Root, and other of the 
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most eminent musicians of the country, 
are among its regular contributers, each 
number containing more or less from the 
pen of one or all of them. A very use- 
ful and instructive feature of Tue Rr- 
view is its “Answers to Correspondents.” 


All questions on musical subjects, as to | 


its theory or practice, are carefully an- 


swered, often at length, Tue Review | 
also collects musical news from all | 


sources, and keeps its readers well post- 
ed as to what is doing in the musical 


world: Each number also includes sev- | 
eral pages of new and popular music, | 
In this department, it is announced in | 


the present number, will be presented 
hereafter the gems from the modern 
operas performed in New-York. Terms 
of Tar Review: One copy per annum, 
$1; five copies, $4; eight copies, $4; 
ten copies, $7; twenty copies, $12. 

Pror. Mares’ Worxina Farmer, 24 
pages quarto, 3 columns on a page, and 
always filled with matter of a very high 
order, both the original and the selected, 
comes to us bright, readable, and in- 
structive as ever, and we think a little 
more so. 

Prof. Mapes and his once pupils, but 
now full grown co-laborers, Vail, Olcott, 
Lowe, Waring, and others, are doing a 
capital work for soil culture, and we have 
not a particle of that envy which can 
deter us from saying so, 

A prominent trait in the Working 
Farmer is, that while it is largely and 
richly original, it republishes the best 
and most reliable articles from the agri- 
cultural literature of this and other coun- 
tries, which is just as much as to say 
that its conductor has the good sense, 
when he has given his readers the best 
of his own and of his co-laborers’ 
thoughts, not to keep his and their pens 


running, till they must needs run slops,, 


but to give instead such of the masterly 
productions of other pens, as his readers 
would not be likely otherwise to see. 
The price of the Working Farmer is 
one dollar a year, a trifle less perhaps in 
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| proportion to the amount of matter than 
| ours, because we publish in # more ex- 
| pensive form. But we are bound to ex- 
' pend on ours its whole ‘income; to en- 
large it as soon as the pay will possibly 
admit ; and to make it not only as good 
as any other, but at least as large in 
| proportion to the price. 

American Farmers want good journals 
of their business; they want them at a 
| reasonable price, and we will do our part, 
| as Prof. Mapes has, to meet’ their wanta. 

By arrangements made with the edi- 
tor of the Working Farmer, we will fur- 
nish the current volumes of that journal 
_ and ours for $2.50 advanced to this office. 


| Tue Cottzcr Journat of Medical Sei- 
| ence for January is on our table, well 
| filled as usual with instructions for the 
| prevention and cure of disease. Itisa 
} 


valuable monthly in its way. Cincin- 
nati, O. 


Tue Screntiric AMERICAN greets us 
| promptly each week, a work of great 
| value to the mechanics of the cities and 
large villages, te whom we would hear- 
| tily commend it, while we as heartily 
and as honestly commend our magazine 
| to the mechanics of rural districts, who 
| in addition to their trade, are cultivating 
_a piece of land, however small. The 
sixteenth of an acre cultivated by 8 
| man who reads an agricultural journal 
_well pays its price in extra produce. 
| We mean not to omit mechanical mat- 
| ter in our fature numbers. It is:too im- 
| portant not to find a place in an agricul- 
| tural journal; important even for the 
‘farmer. But were we a mechanic of a 
| progressive spirit, with no land to till, 
| we would have a work on our ow busi- 
ness. It is with this spirit that we cheer- 
fully commend our neighbor, the Seien- 
tific American. | 





DON’T BLAME US; 


For we are receiving so many just 
such letters as the following, that we 
feel greatly encouraged, and want our 
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friends to enjoy with us the reading of 
one as a sample, 
PovenksgErsiz, Jan. 6th, 1858. 

Mr. Nasa—Sir :—Among the valuable 
egricultuaal works which we read, we 
think yours one of the most valuable 
and reliable; and we think it improves 
in value every year. Such articles as 
your “ Division of Labor” in the Novem- 
ber nutnber ought to be read by every 
man, not merely every farmer, in the 
Union. It will be read by the readers 
of our political papers of this place. 

But we have read all its articles for 
the last six months without having paid 
for the pleasure and profit derived from 
so doing, and thinking (as doubtless you 
do) that it is time to pay up, we inclose 
two dollars. Respectfully yours. 

H. & J. Carpenter. 


a a 


ANOTHER. 

Mr. Epiror:—I got yesterday your 
Januarynumber. When it was first put 
in my hand, the alteration in the title and 
general appearance from my oid friend 
‘*the Plough, Loom and Anvil” induced 
me to think that a wrong journal had been 
sent tome in mistake. But the man 
plowing on the cover soon told me it was 
all right, and that it was my old friend 
with a new face. 

Upon looking it over I found the alter- 
ations were not confined to the outside, 
but that the inside was not only altered 
but much improved, which is not, by the 
by, the case with all-alterations, 

‘Why, Mr. Editor, we country fogies 
do not pretend to be great eritics, but 
we know what we like, and my friend 
and neighbor Smith and I used some- 
times to say that we thought there 
was some old fogyism elsewhere besides 
with us. But now I find you have 
waked up with the new year, and some 
of your New Year’s good cheer seems to 


be coming out through your pages; for 
somehow it seems‘to me and my friend 
Smith that there is more than one spice 
of Young America in some of your arti- 


Well, go on friend as you have begun, 
I am going round to my neighbors, ang 
if I don’t get you some new subscribers 
in our village before this month is out, 
my name is not Jacos Parcuvm. 


PUBLIC LANDS FOR AGRICUL. 
TURAL EDUCATION. 

Svcu, in brief, is the voice of Michi. 
gan. She has laid broad and deep the 
foundations for an agricultural college, 
She has contributed nobly towards its 
permanent existence and wide-spread 
usefulness. It is already in operation; 
wise and earnest men have it in charge; 
and its fruits are even now demonstrated 
to be good. But with greater means, 
she could render the fruits more wide- 
spreading and more abundant. At this 
stage she petitions Congress for aid 
Could a more fitting use be made of the 
public lands? We think not; and 
though we do not claim to be over and 
above constitutionally wise, we are sure 
that hothing in the tenure by which 
these lands are held by Congress can 
forbid their distribution for such a pur- 
pose; and we can not but hope that 
Congress will grant the prayer of Michi- 
gan, and that all the States and all the 
people will approve. Agriculture is our 
weightiest national interest ; and nothing 
will so hasten its development as the 
thorough education of the future farm- 
ers of the country, scientifically and 
PRACTICALLY—~just what the directors of 
thé State College and farm at Lansing 
intend.—Ep. 








Cuupren’s Corner.—Where is it? 
If the children can not find it in this 
number, they will in the next. 

Wonder if all the children can spell 
wright, right, write, and rite right ; that 
is, wright, a mechanic; right, not 
wrong; write, to form letters ; and rite, 
a ceremony. 
One boy and two girls have written 
us solutions of the conundrum in our 
last, all agreeing that it is American 





cles this month. 


Former?’ Magazine, in which they are 
right, | 
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AN EXPLANATION. 


Capt. Ratston, owing to unanticipated 
occurrences, has not been able to furnish 
us the promised article onjthe horse’s 
foot and the requisites for shoeing this 
animal, in time for this number, It may 
be expected in our next,—Ep. 





For the Farmers’ Magazine. 

Ir one end of a piece of wood or metal 
ten feet long, and of equal size from end 
to end, be made fast in a block and 
power applied to the other end so as to 
bend the piece, it will not bend all the 
way alike, but will bend most nearest 
the block. 

Will some of the readers of the Furm- 
ers’ Magazine give me a rule by which 
to find what taper or shape pieces of me- 
























MONTHLY REVIEW. 121 


ee — ee 





tal or timber must have,so that when 
one end is made fast and bending power 
applied to the other end, as above men- 
tioned, the piece will bend adi the way 
alike, and make a part of a circle? If 
such a rule was followed by mechani¢s, 
it would be the means of saving thou- 
sands of dollars yearly. 


In most machinery I have seen, the 
builder put more material than was ne 
cessary, or put some in the wrong place, 
and a break may be the consequence. 
By such a rule much trouble, time, and 
material could be saved. Will some one 
send a rule to the Farmer's Magazine 


for publication, and thus confer a favor? 
Mencuant Keuty. 


Benronvitie, Ind. 
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Our own affairs are reasonably prosper- 
ous We have shouldered pretty heavy 
responsibilities, and launched forth on the 
enterprise of giving our readers a better 
monthly than can be afforded at the price 
we ask without a larger number of sub- 
scribersthan we yet have, We have done 
it with a full determination that, as soon 
as the number will permit, we shall either 
put our price down to one dollar, continu- 
ing the amount of matter about the same 
as now, or enlarge our work to the size of 
the three dollar magazines, and keep the 
price the same as at present—at any rate 
not to be beat in the value of our work, 
nor in the reasonableness of the price, So 
far our experiment is successful. .New 
subscribers are coming in daily; old ones 
are expressing their high approbation; 
and we are satisfied. 

Our readers, during the past month, | 
have enjoyed mild, and mostly pleasant | 
weather for the care of the homestead and | 
and the prosecution of such farm work of | 
the old year as may have fallen behind, or 
such as they are pushing on for the new, | 
in order to be in readiness for the ensuing | 
‘pring. January, we are sorry to say, has | 





Beview. 


done but little to brighten the prospects of 
better prices for general farm produce. 
Cotton is, however, looking up; and we 
believe that farm produce generally will 
be in better demand soon. But the mar- 
kets for the past few weeks would seem to 
indicate that the farmers of our country 
are to depend rather on good management, 
economy of production, and prudence in 
general expenditures, than on the expee- 
tation of either low prices for labor—a 
thing not on the whole to be desired—or 
extravagantly high prices for produce. 

Of the wide world outside of ourselves 
and our readers, we know less than’ we 
should, but for the fact that we have been 
intensely busy in eur own matters, Our 
own city seems to be the more busy the 
less it has to do; at least there is more 
running up and down, and men seem in 
greater haste than when business is’ good. 
It seems that business has to be done at a 
small profit, and. so. they are practising to 
do the more of it, to make the ends meet. 
in our national character is a great deal of 
the Yankee, which will do one thing, if it 
can not do another—do something—make 
a stir at least. And it is well that it is so, 
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well that we have the hope and the ener- 
gy, when such a tempest, as that of the 
last four months, has blown over us, not to 
lie down in the furrow, but to try again, 

Great Britain has.fought and continues 
to fight bravely in India; but, as we have 
pretty plainly indicated otherwhere, she 
is tempering victory with less of mercy 
than suits our peace-loving notions We 
would rather have the honor of taking a 
100 bushels of corn, 40 of wheat, or 400-0f 
potatoes from a single acre, than of saturat- 
ing ten acres with even sepoys’ blood, es- 
pecially if shed after the fury of battle was 
over, The British Lion is also thandering 
about the walls of Canton. We hope for 
more humanity towards the celestials, 

The monetary panic seems to be over in 
England. Money is there easy, and confi- 
dence is restored. In France, a relapse is 
threatened, but may not come. In Ham- 
burg, where the crisis has. been severe, 
things are now easy. 

Present appearances are, that the Mor- 
mons are not yet ready to submit. ‘to 
wholesome laws, nor to quit the country, 
but that in conjunction with the Caman- 
ches, Cheyennes, and other Indians, they 
mean to fight, or at least.to assume the at- 
titude of resistance, and to make as much 
trouble as they can. 





Markets,—Cotton, at the last moment 
of our going to press, Jan. 20th, is quoted 
at, 103 for Uplands; 10§ to 10§ for Gulf, 

Flour, from commen to good superfine, 
$4 25 to$4 35; extra State $4 50 to $4 75; 
Southern fancy and extra, $5 to 6 70; 
choice extra family, $6 50 to $8; rye, $3 
te $4; corn meal, $3 50; the grades jof 


. MONTHLY TOTALS, 





Bullocks Bullocks 
at market. sold. 

January....... 8,189 12,607 
February... ... 6,590 12,182 
Mareh......... 8,513 12,597 
Ac asin dé ar 11,378 15,105 
cS 9,186 11,914 
Ms 05 xs dacun 8,564 10,765 
os Baar 13,257 16,503 
August........ 9,342 12,245 
September. .... 18,923 19,279 
Oetober ....... 10,180 12,985 
November... .. 8,883 . 13,221 
December. ..... 8,596 12,970 
RENAN ERE 116,546 162,243 





a 


wheat flour range from $4 25 for the low 
est to $8. for the dearest ; and wheat, per 
bushel, from $1 15 to $1 68; rye, from 
%0c. to 72c.; buckwheat, from $2 12 to 
$2 25 per 100 Ibs. 

Hay, from ordinary to choice. 50c. to 
T5c. per 100 Tbs. Hops in moderate re. 
quest at 5c, to 10c. per Ib. for common to 
best. 

New-York Live Srock Marker, Jay. 
20ra, 1858.—Average receipts of beeves 
weekly for 1857, 3,148. Receipts last 
week, 3,774. This ‘week, 2,940; less by 
834 than last week, and less by 203 than 
the general average. 

Variations in price according to quality, 
from 6c, to lle.; average of all sales, from 
Ste. to Shc. ; average advance this week 
over last, from +to4 cent per Ib. 

The trade in milch cows with calves is 
now (Jan. 20) dull. A fine cow can be 
bought for $40; pretty. good, from $30 to 
$40, ordinary, from $26 to $30, and re 
markably good for $50 or less. 

There is not an overstock in the country 
at large, and we are quite confident this 
state of things can not last very long. 

There has. been a medium supply of 
sheep and lambs the past week, and prices 
have been slightly advanced. Sales from 
Te. to 9c. per Td. live weight. 

Arrivals of swine not as numerous 43 
last week; stock nearly all sold, at from 
5c. to She. gross, and 6¢c. to 6$c. net, an 
advance of ¢ to 4 cent per Ib. for dressed 
swine. 

Reports from the Philadelphia markets 
are not as favorable this week to the farm 
ing interest as those of this city. 

it would seem by the following from the 
New-York Times as if we were enormous 
meat eaters here in Gotham, and yet it is 
probable that. some of our population 
would eat more if they could get it. 


M. Cows Veals Sh’p&La’s Swine 











rec'd, reo’d. rec'd, rec'd. 
725 1,200 28,448 27,522 
985 1,681 33,598 11,800 
1,341 2,448 21,219 17,029 
1,703 4,905 17,401 26,806 
1,475 4,135 16,829 24,894 
1,138 8,808 80,285 16,356 
1,185 3,806 55,492 15,406 
940 8,263 46,873 9,047 
1,112 3,467 65,284 18,231 
613 1,794 44,291 23,571 
688 1,598 44,995 $3,501 
945 8,013 39,830 64,821 
12,840 34,218 444,086 288,984 
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